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CHAPTER I. 



Puents haye flinty hearts ! No tean can more them. 

Otwat. 



'Wn'RV Alice Bridgenorth entered, at length, 
the parlour where her anxious lover had so long 
expected her, it was with a slow step, and a com« 
posed manner. Her dress was arranged with an 
accurate attention to form, which at once enhan« 
ced the appearance of its puritanic simplicity, and 
struck Julian as a bad omen ; for although the 
time bestowed upon the toilette may, in many 
cases, intimate the wish to appear advantageous- 
ly at such an interview, yet a ceremonious ar- 
rangement of. attire is very much allied with for- 
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maHty, and a preconcdved detenninatbn to treat 
a lover with cold politeness. 

The sad-coloured gown— -the fnnched and 
plaited cap, which carefully obscured the profu- 
sion of long dark-brown hair-*the small jii£^juid 
the long sleeves, would have appeared to great 
disadvantage on a shape less graceful than Alice 
Bridgenorth^s ; but an exquisite form, though 
not, as yet, sufficiently rounded in the outlines 
to produce the perfection of female beauty, was 
able to sustain and ^ve grace even to this un- 
becoming dress. Her countenance, fair and de- 
licate, with eyes of hazel, and a brow of alabaster, 
fatei^ iiotwithMaiding^lessrG^kr beauty tfaanher 
fifrm, uvi ung^ bwne iieen jmlly soibjeotad to 
orkxctKi^. Tbdte whbb, however, li life landt -tfOK^ 
in h^'gaietr^ and a depth lof sentiiiKttt in iier 
gMi^y, ^(4ndh made Adioe^ in voaversatM witk 
^ ^(^ 1m pCdhSdns widi ^^hom she assDCnu 
tdi, ^ im^okaeCing in her lasftvers and esprai^ 
tkttf wheil^r of toigcMige 4rt vcoiiBte&a]iee»*«a» 
tdiidiifi^, akb, in 4ier 'simfihidty «Bd ^parity onf 
-Oibn^ht, Hhtft %l:]ghte» beiAities might 1tt»« %een 
bVerfodked in <ber ison^ny . It 'was no ^wootov 
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tliereCm^ tiiat an ard'eiit cUarabter lik^ Juluoi, 
influenced by tliese diarms, as w^ BMlsy tkm t&» 
erecy and mysCfty attending fats ihtenaoaras with 
AHee, should prefer tke ledoae of the Black- 
Fort to aU others with vhpm hie hod' beoome «c» 
quainted in general society. 

His heart lieat ki^ as die came into the apart- 
ment, and it was almost. mthoot an iattfmpt to 
speak that his profound db^sanoe ackaewledged 
her entranee. 

** This is a mockery. Master Pev^ril," sai4 
Alice, wA im effsrt to speak tanfyj ifhiflfayet 
was daseoDcertod hja sight ircnulous ioflmrinii 
of v(nce«<^^ a mockery, and a ioMd anis. You 
come to this lone place, infas3bited cwly by two 
womea, too siaiffe.to oomamiid yoqr abscnca-p^ 
too w«8k to enforce i^-^yoa ootne, in Mfiks of 
aiy eaiMst Tequcst».»to <die iM^sot of your own 
tiine-«4o the prejudice, Z may £ear, «f my cha- 
racter-«*you adbnise lh» mflueiioe yoVL possess o^er 
die simple person to whom^ I am iutnisted-kpAll 
this 3^ou lio, and dliilk to oake it up by low re* 
vsflreuoes, aiid eoniiirate«¥l'^o«^^ !(sthisho« 
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nouraUe, or is it fair ?— Is it,^ she added, after 
a moments hesitation — *^ is it kind ?^ 

The tremulous accent fdl espedally on the 
last Word she uttered, and it was spoken in a 
low tone of gentle jreproaeh, which went to Ju- 
liana's heart. 

^^ If,^ siud he, << there was A mode by whidi, 
at the peril of my life, Alice, I could shew my 
r^ard— my re6pect---4ny devoted tenderness— 
the danger would be dearer to me than ever was 
pleasure.^ 

You hare snd such tilings often,^ Sttd Alice, 

and they are such as I ought not to hear, and 
do not desine to hear. I hare no tasks to impoto 
on you-^no enemies to be destroyed — no need 
or desire of protection— 410 wish. Heaven knows, 
to expose you to danger^^<-It is your visits here 
alone to which danger attaches. You have but 
to rule your own wilful temper — ^to turn your 
thoughts and your cares elsewhere, and I can 
have nothing to ask-^Hiothing to wish for. Use 
your own reason— -consider the injury you do 
yourself—the injustice you do us— and let me. 
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once more, ia fair terms, entreat you to absent 
yourself from this place — ^till— till '^ 

She paused, and Julian eagerly interrupted 
her, — " Till when, Alice?— ^till when ? — ^impose 
on me any length of absence which your severity 
can inflict, short of a final separatioiv-*<Say, be- 
gone for years, but j^tum when these years are 
over; and, slow and wearily as they must. pass 
away^ still the thought, that they must at length 
have their period, will enable me to live through 
them. Let me, then, conjure thee, Alice, to name 
a date*--to fix a term — to say till whenJ^ 

'^ Till you can bear to think of me only as a 
friend and sister.^ 

^^ That is a sentence of eternal banishment in* 
deed,^ said Julian ; ^^ it is seeming, no doubt, to 
fix a term of exile, bujt attaching to it an impos- 
sible condition.^ 

^' And why knpossible, Julian f^ said Alice^ 
in a tone of persuasion ; <^ were we not happier 
ere you threw the mask from yowr own counte- 
nance, and tore the veil from my foolish eyes ? 
Did we not meet with joy, spend our tin^ hap- 
pily, and part dieerily, because we transgressed 
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ho duty, and iiiciirr^ no s^lf-reproocli ? Bring 
back that state of fidppy ignorance, and you shall 
nave no reason to call me unkind. But while 
you form schemes wbich I know to be imaginary, 
iind iise language of such violence and passion, 
you shall excuse me if I now, and once for all 
declare, that since Deborah shews herself unfit 
ibr ^e trust reposed in her, and must needs ex- 
pose ine 'to persecutions of this nature, I wifl 
write ib iny father, that he may fix me another 
place 6t feadefaoe ; and in the meanwhile I will 
take shelter with iny aunt at Kirlk-Truagh.^ 

^ itear me, uiipitying girl,* said Peveril, 
^* hear me, and you shall see how devoted I am 
to obedience, in all that I can do to obhge you. 
Y6ii siay you were happy when We spoke not on 
such topics — wfeU— ^t all expellee of my own 
suppressed feelings, that happy period shall re- 
turn. I will nleiet yoti-^walk witJi you^read with 
y6u--biit only as albrother would with fans sister, 
or a friend with h& friend ; the thoughts I may 
nourish, be they 0^6^ or of despair, my tongue 
'shall not ^Ve bii*th to, dtiA therefore I canotH 
oflefid; De^r^i shaBlbe ever by your iode^ iold 



r. 
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her presence shall prevent ray cren hinting at 
what might dti^please you-^nly do not miJce a 
trime to me of tJtose thoughts, which are Idie 
dearest part of ray existence ; for beliere me it 
were better and kinder to rob me <^ existence 
itself* 

^ This is the mer^ ecstacy o^ pasMon, Julian,* 
answefed Alice Bridgenorth ; *^ that which ii 
trajpleasknt, our tseVhii and stubborn w9I repk^ 
senti as imposnble. I hate no taaSAence in the 
plan you propose^— no confidence in your k^eso* 
lution^ ^uid less than none in the protection of 
Deborah. Till you can rei^ounce, honesltly and 
expficitly, the wishes you have lately expressed, 
we must be sttangers ;-«4uid could 701I renounce 
ihem even on this moment, it were better that 
We should part for a long tittne ; aind, for Hea- 
ven^s sake, let it be as soon as possible*-«perhaps 
it is even how too late to prevent some unplea- 
sant acddent— -I thought I hea^ a noise.^ 
' *<ft was Dtebordb,** answered Jtifian. *'Be 
n6t afraid, Alice; we are secure against sqi> 
prise. 
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I know Dot,^ said Alice, ^^ what yoa 
by such security-— I have nothing to hide. I 
sought not this interview ; on the contrary, avert* 
ed it as long as I coul d ■ a nd am now most desi* 
rous to break it offl^ 

^' And wherefore, Alice, since you say it must 
be our last? Why should you shake the sand 
wUch is passing so fast ? the very executioner 
hurries not the prayers of the wcetches upon the 
flcaffoid.— - And see you not — I will argue as oold* 
ly as you can desire— see you not that you are 
breaking your own word^ and reeaUing the hope 
which yourself held out to jne ?^ 

<' What hope have I suggested ? What word 
have I given, Julian?^ answered Alice. ^^ You 
yourself build wild hopes in the air, and accuse 
me of destroying what had never any earthly 
foundation. Spare yourself, JuHanr— spare me 
— and in mercy to us both, depart, and return 
not again till you can be more reasonable.^ 

<^ Reasonable ?^ replied Julian ; ^^ it is you, 
Alice, who will deprive me altogether of reaacm* 
Did you not say, that if our parents could be 
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hnxij^t to consent to oar union, you would no 
longer oppose my suit ?^ 

" No — ^no— no^'* said Alice ei^geriy, and blush- 
ing deeply, — ** I did not say so, Juliim^^it was 
your own wild imagination whicb put construc- 
tion on my silence and my confusion.^ 
' *^ You do not say so, then,^ answered Julian z 
^^ and if all other obstacles were removed, I 
should find one in the cold flinty bosom of her 
who pays the most devoted and sincere affSaction, 
with contempt and dislike. *«-l8 that,^ he addecl^ 
in a deep tone of feeling, *^ is that what Alice 
Bridgenorth says to Julian Peveril ?'' 

<^ Indeed— indeed,. Julian^^ said the ahnost 
weeping girl, /^ I do not say so — I say nothing, 
and I ought not to say any thing concerning 
what I might do, in a state of things whidi can 
never take place. Indeed, Julian, you ought not 
thus to press me. Unprotected as i am— ^wish- 
ii^ you well— rvery well — ^why should you urge 
me to say or do what would lessen me in my 
own eyes ? to own affection for one from whom 
fate has separated me for ever? It is ungenerous 
•7-it is cruel^t is seeking a momentary and 
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mlBA gifttiflQiitiQD ti^yound^ itt the es(pibc^<»f 
every feeling which I ought to ^niit«rtaia.** 

«< You have aaU enough, Alice,"* iMud JuliiUi, 
with iparkbig eyts ; *< you have said encmgh in 
chepreofttiDg say urgeoey, and I will j^ress you 
no further. But you ijff&Me the impediments 
which lie b&twixt uft— they mn^ and ahall ^ye 
way.*^ 

^ So you ttud before^** answered Alic^ ^ taid 
idth what probalnlity, your own acoouut may 
shew* You daved not mention the sulijeot to 
your own father^^how should you yentute to 
mention it to mine ?* 

*< That I will soon enable you to decide upon. 
Major Biidgenarth, by my mother^a account, is 
a wordiy and tat eadmaUe man. I wiH remind 
hitn, that to my mother^s care he owes the dear- 
est treasure and comfort of his life ; and I will 
ask him if it is a just retribution to make that 
mother childless. Let me but know whei^ to 
find him,. Afioe, and you shall «oon hear if I haye 
feared to plead my cause widi him.^ 

** Alas r answered AMce, *' you wdl knowmy 
uncertainty as to my dew fiithar^s residence. How 
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often has it been my earnest reqiuMt to him that 
he would let me share his solitary resideace^ or 
his obscure iraadeniigs ! But the short avd in- 
firequent visits which he makes to this house ate 
all that he permitB me of his society.- Sometbijoy 
i might sorely do, however little, to alleviate the 
m^Qcholy by which he is oppressed.^* 

SoaielibiQg we might both dc^^ said Peveril 

How willisgly would I aid you m so pleasix^^ 
a task ! All old ^ie&«heuld befcrgotteo> "aUiQld 
iURendfihips iievived. My father^ prejudices are 
those of an Eogtishmaa-^-etroqg, indeed^ bat noit 
i&flurmouotahle by jreasoiL TeU ^me^ then, wlieie 
M^sr JindgmQK$ix is, mid leave the seat tOvme ; 
Or Jet me hut kaow by what addcess your letter^ 
reach him, and I will forthwith eiB99f to discoy^ 
hid d'HEetiilEi^"^ 

^ Ho Bot4ittem^ k, I ohargeyau,^ aaid Alic^ 
<SHe iS aliiea4y .a«Biao^f «Q£raw» ; .f^ what WiOi^dd 
he think were I capable of entertaining a* suit 99 
iyi;e]y to>add toihem ? Besides I aouldnpttell 
HUM, if [ wouM^ ndiaie be is now to be found. 
•^•letfeei««eaob him fmai timerto^iiia^) by mawa 
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of my aunt Christian ; but of his address I am 
entirely ignorant."** 

*^ Then, by Heaven^'* answered Julian, " I 
will watch his arrival in this idfand, and in this 
house ; and ere he has locked thee in his arms, 
he shidl answer to me on the subject of my suit.^ 

*^ Then demand that answer now-—" said a voice 
from widiout the door, which was at the same 
time slowly opened. '^ Demand that answer now, 
for here stands Ralph Bridgenorth.'" 

As he spoke, he entered the apartment with his 
usual slow and sedate step— raised his flapped 
and steeple-crowned hat from his brows, and, 
standing in the midst of the room, eyed alternate- 
ly his daughter and Julian Peveril with a fixed 
and penetrating glance. 

<< Father !^ said Alice, utterly astonished, and 
terrified besides, by his sudden appearance at 
such a conjuncture,—^^ Father, I am not to 
blame.'* 

" Of that anon, Alice,** said Bridgenorth ; 
5^ meantime retire to your apartment— I have that 
to say to this youth which will not endure your 
presence.'*' 
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'< Indeed — ^indeed, &ther,^ said Alice, alarm- 
ed at what she supposed these words indicated, 
^^ Julian is as little to be blamed as I ! It was 
chance, it was fortune, which caused our meeting 
together.^ Then suddenly rushing forward, she 
threw her arms around her father, saying, ** O 
do him no injury— he meant me no wroftg ! Fa- 
ther, you were wont to be a man of reason and 
of religious peace*" 

** And wherefore should I not be so now, 
Alice ?^ siud Bridgenorth, rai^ng his daughter 
from the ground, on which she had almost sunk 
in the earnestness of her supplication, *^ Doest 
thou know aught, maiden, which should inflame 
my anger against this young man, more than rea- 
son or religion may bridle ? Go-r-go to thy cham- 
be)^ Compose thine own passions — ^leam to rule 
these — and leave it to me to deal with this stub- 
born young man.*^ 

Alice arose, and, with her eyes fixed on the 
ground, retired slowly from the apartment. Ju- 
lian followed her steps with his eyes till the 
last wave of her garment was visible at the 
closing door ; then turned his looks to Ma- 
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jor Bridg^iorth, and then sunk them on the 
ground. The Major continued to re^d him in 
prcrfbttnd silence ; his looks were melanchcdy and 
evi^n austere ; but there was nothing which indi- 
cated dther agitation or keen resentment. He 
motioned to Julian to take a seat, and assumed 
one himsdf* After which, he opened the con- 
yersation in the following manner :— - 

*^ You seemed but now, young gentleman, 
anxious to learn where I was to he found. Such 
I at least conjectured, from the few expresaoos 
which I chanced to overhear ; for I made bold^ 
though it may be contrary to the code of modem 
courtesy, to listen a moment or two, in order to 
gather upon what subject so young a man as you 
.fflitertained so you^g a woman as Alice, in ^ 
piivaibe interview.* 

^ I trust, ^r,^ siud Julian, rallying spirits ip 
what he felt to be a case of extremity, ^^ you havie 
b^ard loathing on my part which has g^ven of- 
fence to a gentleman, whom, though i^nknown, J 
am bouE^ -to respect so highly.*" 

fOn tlie Qontr«H^y/ ^d Br^dgenprU;!, i^thxhe 
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same formal gravity, ^< I am pleaacd to ibd that 
your busmess is, or appears to be, with me, ra- 
ther than with my daughter. I only think you 
had done better tojiave enthutedit tome in the 
first instance, as my sole concern.'^ 

The utmost diarpness of attrition which Ju- 
lian applied, couid not discover if Bfidgencxrth 
spoke seriously err ironicklly to the above purpose* 
He was, however j quick-witted beyond his expe* 
neuce, and was internally determined to endea* 
vour to discover something of the chacacter and 
the tnnper of him with whom he qpoke. For thai 
purpose, reguUoipg his reply in the same tote 
with BridgencHTtVs obaervaition, be said, that not 
having the adyadjtiige to know bi^ place of res# 
dence, he had applied for information to his 
daughter. 

. ^/ Who is now khown to you for the fir^ time ?? 
paid Biidg^M>rdi* ** Am I so to underataad 

jQur ; 

« By no means,^ answered Julian, looking 
down; ** I have been known to your daughter 
for many years ; and what I wiriied to, say, re«^ 
spects both her happiness and my own."" 

VOL. II. B 
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ff* I liiuft iMMWwfamd yon,^ aaid BcidgcnMlh^ 
5ffiVjgaas>iirndhwfiiiaderstandeaAotbgr 
nuKtiflia of tlur YorU« Yoii aie attachHi tajM 
daughter by the cords of iiwe; IhaTelongkiidwii 

f' Yoii^ Master Bodgenorth ?"* eaudaimed Pe- 
^etA^^ You have long knowitit ?^ 
. *^ Yes^ TDung man. Think you, that as ti^ 
fiiliher of an only ohild, I could have suflywd 
JUice firidgenbrtb-^the only liTing pledge-of har 
adio is mm an angel in heaven— to have temmoh 
td in thisseeluskm without the surest ki^Mrledga 
of 4ll her material i|cdons? I have, in pet^soDi 
ased aU)re, bothof h^ and c^ you, than ybn 
ceidd he aiv^reof ; and when absent in th^^body, 
f had the'niettQs <^ maintaining the satnie si^efw 
intendance. Young man, they say that 48uch lova 
as you antertii&m for niy dau^bter teaches mtich 
knkikty^ but/ belidire not that it can overreadi 
the affection which a widowed father bears U^ an 
fVily diild.^ : • 

V ^Mfy'^^said JoKan, his heart beating thick and 
joyficilly, ^< 'if yon have kiiown this int^Mourse 



Wi&A^y miy I tht hdfh tlian ft IU» hoi wfettj^Mfir 

if ^ne likiukiiftd tfaei^ %ei»i^ lAight tm yMr 0td», 
d^^^y dto^l^^s, to iMiVe l^^el«d y<m iU 
itm het6 dkngltt^uil W> lier^ or <fi^eaiin||^ to »«, 
(rive Uftd tidt be^ ioiig tile itthkbUut of this 
$oii^«dd, 0t of Ais isllLnd. But be toot so hasty 
«& b ))resume, thdt tlk whleh you ^f id^lsifi^ i& 
thn» matter e^ bb either Msiiy or iqpdiBdfly «e* 
complished.^ . : - •. y 

lum ; ^^ bat with your kilid acquiesdefiee) tbty itte 
such as I trust to remove. My father it ^easaJMs 
^-4iiytnotberisdaffldidandiibfefid; Theyldved 
you' onee^ I trust they will lov« ybu ligaiti. I 
wA be ttie mediatdr b0t Wixt you-^^^-^jMrnce and Akr- 
kid&y.lAialliEiActtimot^ kihabit biir nei^l^urhoed 



t^MMlN 



lari&Jg^north interrupted him widi * grim 
smile; fot: subh it seeAibd^ as it paksi^d orrer a 
fiicb of deep m^lafieboly. ^< If y ^lmx^V» wAl 
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said, but abort wUk post, that yoa were « 

dreamer of dreams — an architect of {dang and 

hopes fantastic as the visions of the night/ It is 

a grei^t thing you a3k of me;^-the hand of my 

only child — ^the sum of my worldly substance, 

. thoii^ that is but dross in compbrison. Youask 

the key tf the only fountain firom which X may 

,yet hope t6 drink one pleasant' draught; you 

-ask to.be thcJ sole and absolute keeper of my 

• earthly h|iiqpines&— -and what have you oSeredy or 
. what have you to offer, in return of the surred* 

der you require of me P'' 

. . *< I am but. too senaiUe,^ slud Peveril, abash- 
ed at his own hasty dmldusiimsy *< how difficult 
. it may be.*^ 

; << Nay, but interrtipt me not,"" replied Bridga- 

.noirth, ^f till I shew you the amount; of irfiat you 

.tijBfet me in exchange for a boon, which, whai- 

\Bivet may, be its intriiisic value, is eartoeAly dea- 

red by you, and comprehends all that is valtfaUe 

• dn^actb^hich I have it in my power to bedtow 
>; You ;n)ay have heard, that in the late times I was 

the anti^oodst of your father^s {winciples and bis 
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profane faction, but not the enemy of hb per« 



son."** 



** I have everheard^'* replied tTulian, " mueh 
the contrary; and it was but now that I remind- 
ed you that you had been his friend.^ 

*^ Ay. When he was in affliction and I in pros- ' 
perity, I. was neither •unwilling, nor altogether' 
unable, to riiew myself such. Well, the tables' 
are turned--4he times are changed. A peaceful' 
and unoffending man might hare expected from* 
^ neighbour, now powerful in his turn, such' 
protection when walking in the paiths c^ the low,'' 
as all men, subjects qf the same realm, ha^e a 
right to espeet even from perfect strangers. 
, What chances ? I pursue, with the warrant of - 
the King and law, a murtheress, bearing on her 
hand the blood of my niear connexion, and I 
had, in such case, a right to call on every li^e 
subject 4o render asdstance to the execution* 
My late friendly neighbour, bound, ,as a man 
and a magistrate, to give ready assktance to a 
legal action— bound, as a grateful and obliged 
friend, to respect my rights and my person^-*^ 
thrusts himself betwixt me— *me, the avenger of 
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blood-^HUid mj lawful ciqptiir« ; l]|fwte vie 4o. the 
earth, at onoe aidangering my life, and, in m^ 
hjunaii eyea, mining voiske I^oaoif r f^ wd ufi4 ^ his 
ptiotectiQn^ the Midifmiriijbi. w^maii reaches, like 
a sea-eagle, ijbe ne^t Vjiiifek bW k^tb^made lA the 
looka, and reafiaiila tWe till g444» ^^Ify' adipiai- 
Blared at cowrt, wipea. o«t i|ll i^^nqr; of her 
ccilae^ wd baflNa t^e vengeafifie du^ to;th0 m»^, 
Biioty of tbi^ heat and braTes^of 9i#ii.=--Qiit>^ be 
added, ^poadriqihifiEilig th^ porUrai|> of Chnstiiui,, 
<<.tbpu art pot! ]icdt fpujgotteii ( IJ'ha v^gauBce. 
ifUch. dpga thy nuimheveiA ia fiWw,^^*-^t it ia 

. Vl^m/w^ H pau^e. of siiaie wopenta, which 
i^tim. Tff^wrik y/Siiji^ Uy haaa to, what coodut- 
mA M^or Bi^dg^iorth waa fioftUy to ani^^^ 
didi no^ omre t» inteivupit. Acoordiogly , in af feHi( 
wmit^ ib» latter prooe^ded^^**^^ TfaQ«» tb|ng%^ 
be mif S^ It reoal not ii^ bitiiQiDesa, ao ^ aft 
tbey; are peaaonat to aae-^I r^oal tb<m> not in 
apito o£ hearty though they bav<ia been the metoa 
df^ bamshing me ffonst my. place of nsaid^^ 
vhena my fiithem. dwdt^ and where, mgr* oiinthlit 
4om£arta lie ]n|enced<. But the, public oauin 
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8«lft Jnrdier strife Betwixt yoor UtAm wd -nfe. 
Who ao actiTe mi bb^tcy eseoote thtt. flOid dittel 
o£ Uaok Sfttnt Jiiarlhbknnew^fl day, ivihm m' 
numy liiHlchpedft «(f goipd'-preiebirs ^iMBve ex«» 
pelkd fhm house 4tai hom^-^hwBi heunli wrf < 
aitttP^frbm chureh uid jtarish, to tOMiie toooi 
f«t fceUy^godti and thieves ? Whe, whdfi a dtt. ' 
Voted fc^ of i tile liOnPv people were ismit^ C» 
lift tlierMleii stMidaid', atid oDoe tiAtre advanoe 
thego^ oanse,. ^iriis the reodieBt tabveak- their * 
piifpos6--^4o msinth for;' pemcute, and appraw 
hend them ? Whoae Weatii^ did I ibel wiarm on 
my neck—- whose, tiaked swovJ was tihnist' with- 
in a foot of my body, whilst I fu^hed darkling, 
like a tkief in concealment, in' the honse of my 
fiithers ?^--Iit was Gtofffey Peveril^s^t was yoor 
flither*s !--^Whatcan yoaansw^to^dl this^orhow 
can you reconcile it with yoinr pre(|eiit wishes ?^ 
Jidian, m vepIy^oouM only temark, *^ That 
these iniimes had been <tf Icm sta&dintin— 4hat 
they had been done in h€At of times; and heatiof 
temper,: imd' that Master Bridgenortb, in chris-' 
tian kindness, dbould not entertain a keiin re-* 
seatment' of them, when a dkior was opensd for a 
reconciliation.'*^ 
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qpeakeal of diou knawest not wkst Tofer^pbre 
our human wioogt b chnaliMi*lik» and oom* 
moidable; btttwe^TOlW€OIaauMiQlltofi9lg^ 
thooe w}mk hwe been done to the cauaeof idih 
^on and of liber^ ; we have no jogjbl to giant 
immiHiity, or to shake hands with those who 
have pouted forth th^ Uood 4>f oar bKlhien/* 
He looked at the fncture ^. Christian^ and was 
nient for a few minutes^ as if he feared to give 
too videat waj to his own in^^tuoa^,- and re- 
sumed the diacoiine in a milder tone. 
. ^^ Theae thi^pi I point dut to you, Julian, that 
I may shew you how impossible^ in |he eyes of a 
merely worldly man, would be the union which 
you are desirous cf. Ait Heavcai hath at tunes 
opened a door, where man beholds no means of 
isftue. Julian^ your mother, for oioe to whcnn the 
truth is unknoim, is, after thefii^uon o£the world, 
aae of the bestf and otte of the wisest of woni^ii ; 
and Providence, which gave her so fair a ifxtmy 
and tenanted that form with a mind as pure as 
the ofiginal frailty <^ our vile nature will pa-mit^ 
means not, I trusty that she ^ball contMiue to the 
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end itobe^i vMBel of wifUh aadpMiitk^. Of your 
father I say notbing-^-he is what the titoes and 
eoomide of others, and die coilnsels of bis lordly 
priest, have usade him ; and of him, oiiee miMre, 
I say aolfaing, save tliat.IlMvepower over him, 
\Akii ere now he might hareMt, but that there 
i^ one widiia his ehamber^ who might have saf* 
&red ift his siidferisg^ . tte do I wuh to root up 
ysour ancient family* If I prijBenot your boast 
of iasBofy honours and pedigree, I would not 
willingly destnxy^dicm; moire than I would pull 
down a moss-grown tow«r,.or hew to .the ground 
an ancient: oak, save &x. the stra^^tiog of the 
gammon path, and the advanta^i^ of the pub&v 
I have, dierelbre, no resentm^at again^ the bum*, 
hied House of PeverilT--nay, I have regand to it 
in ito 'depression.^ 

' He here made a second pause, as if he ei^peet«^ 
ed Julian to say somefliing. But notwithstand* 
ing the ardour wit|pi whidi the young man had 
pressed bis suit, be was too much trained in- 
ideas of the importance of hb family, and in the 
better hiabit of respect for bis parents, to hear, 
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/< Tlio> hou0& of Fcmril^'' be leplktd, '' nw 

, <^ Had yod aaid tbe boob of tfaiit hoiMe liad 
orver botn hrnmbUe^ answered Badgenorlliy ^.you 
would have toine iMrer i^txt^ihus^Are yoiLHot 
btuoUkdi; Uive yott not haoe^ Ae la<dL«y of a 
bani^tj'Weoiaoyjdieplby-ccHnpaiikHi of io empty 
youth ? If you leareitlib Ue^ aadvgo lb As court 
of.iBoglaiid, jsce.whaijr^aard wittthere be piid 
tb. the old pedigree that deduces your devent 
firoBi kifigs imd o(»qaefor& . A maaiL or ob« 
scene jiest, an impodent oacriage, a laced aloak^ 
a.handfiil of gold, and the readiness to wager it 
on a caxd, or a die^ will better adfonoe you at 
the court of Charles, than your taAsx\ aneient 
naaie, and sliurish devotion (^ blood and fortune 
to the cause of his father.^ 
^ ^ That is, indeed, Imt too probable,^ said. Pe- 
wil ; ^ but the court shall be no element of 
mxne. I will live like my MhaB, amo^^ my owU' 
peofde> xrare for their oomforts, disoide their dif«« 
ferences— *" 



s^Ui Bmdg«A(ivt{i» HHth. aMtbof of tho^ grim 
swle«^. i4bieh iiated OTCor Jua ieatUBw likt the 
ligb6 ol $1 aestoiirs toBch^ aii ii. j;l«reit ndia ie* 
flflQttd: by Ibe wiiidaw: of tfie> idHwoby wbite lie 
C9me$ tvam locking ft fhivitaL Ynirti << No^ Ju« 
liftQ^ tlifesft mi not! tioies lo^ mhiAyhj the dream^ 
ing duudgelry^ of a. oranti^ maj^urtmte^ and the 
psttycM^s .cf a conntrjir ptopileter, a mtim cam 
seKi^ Jbta mtbaffj' cumntjeji . Thanfe ai« wHf^xlxf 
dMgos ftflaatbi aodnam ar^ ddOed to tnaketlMut 
c}iokQ iMvrixt Cit9d andi Blall. The m&mt au^. 
p^rMUian-^^-tbe abtiminadioQi) of oup ftlfaor*-^, 
r^MntS its Jhsady and ffin^ulg' abitNid ita Bitarast* 
updentJie .pMeoUM of tbe .{vriitoea of the eactk; 
biA ^ f^mB' not h» head unmiMrkcdr or ihi« 
nvitohedi; the true Eiigliah hearts are as thou*. 
sandt> whieb, wait but a aignal to ame aai one 
inan» and shewt the kings, of the easthj that thcgi 
hmre combined in Tain !. We lAU; oaist thetciooada . 
ffom ufr— the cup of their abopunati(»ks we ^iU, 
not taste.** 

YiNi speak m darknessi Master Bridge. 



a 



28 PBVEEIL OF THE FIBAK, 

ncMth,^ said Peveiil. ^^ Koowing so mudi of me, 
you may, perhapft, also be aware, that I at least 
have seen too much of the delusions of Borne, to 
denre that th^ should be propagated at home,* 

* ^< Else, wherefore do I speak to thee fnend- 
ly and so free ?* said Bridgenorth. << Do I not 
know, with what readiness of early wit you bi^ed 
the wily attempts of the woman^s priest, to se- 
doce thee from the Protestant faith ? Do I not 
know, how thou wast beset wben ri)road, and that 
thou didst both hold thiae own faith, and secure 
the wavering -bdief oi thy friend P Said I not^ 
this was done like ihe son of Margaret Peveril ? 
Said <I not, he holdeth, as yet, but the dead let- 
t^— but the seed which is sown diall c»ie day 
sprout and quioken ?— -£[nOugb, however, of this. 
For to-day lliis is thy halntation* I will see in 
thee nether the servapt <^ that daughter of £th* 
tbaal, nor the son of him who pursued my life, 
and blemished my 'honours ; but thou shalt be to 
me, for this day, sb the child of her without 
whom my house had been extinct* 

- So saying, he stretched out his thin, bony 
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band, and grasped that of Julian Feveril ; but 
there was such a look of mourning in his wel- 
come, that whatever delight the youth anticipa- 
ted, spending so long a time in the neighbour- 
hood of AticeBridgenorth, perhaps in her society, 
or however strongly he felt the prudence of con- 
ciliating her father^s good will, he could not help 
feeling as if his heart was chilled in his company. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Thi& day at least is fViend8hip's-.-6n the motrow 

Let strife oome an die wilL 

Otway. 



Debobah Debbitch, summoned by her mas* 
ter, now made her appearance, with her hand* 
kerchief at her eyes, and an appearance of great 
mental trouble. " It was not my fault, Major 
Bridgenorth," she said ; " how could I. help it ? 
like will to like — the boy would come — the girl 
would see him." 

" Peace, foolish woman,** said Bridgenorth, 
" and hear what I have got to say.^ 

" I know what your honour has to say well 
enough," said Deborah. « Service, I wot, is 
no inheritance now-a-days—nsome are wiser than 
other some— if I had not been wheedled away 
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fkoiXL If ailiiidtfle, I might hxve had a house of 
ianne own by this time.^^ 

^^ Peace, idiot l"^ said BHdgenorth ; but so m- 
tent was Deborah on her Tindicatioti, that he 
eoul4 but thrust the interjoction^ as it were edge- 
wajs, bietwe€fn her exdaamtiofis, which SoUowied 
-asdiick as is usual in cases, where folks endear 
Tour to avert deserved censure by a damorous 
jtistificadon ere the charge be brought 

<< No wonder she was cheated,^ she said^ << out 
of isi^t of her own iklterest, wh^i it was to wait 
OA' ^tty il^ias Alice. AH your honour'^ii gold 
should ne^eifha;re, tempted me, but that I knew 
-ibe 1^ but -a dead cast^nray, poor ihnocent, -if 
^ weretakefTi awlEiy from my lady or me. — And 
i^Yhiaisthtf. ^dd on^t !— mp early, tod'dowhlate— 
'lOldiChis i^ all my thankd l-^-^but your honour had 
bevtei? take car^ wliat you dd-^Hshe has the i^ort 
coiigh yet s<»&etimee--^d should take physic, 
HSfpimg And fiil."* 

'^^ SWce, ohattmng Ib6l r said h^ master^ to 
'Soon aif her MKiig breath gave him an <^p6rtu<< 
tfity to stiifce ii, » fhiiadLest thou Iknew tiot of 
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Ihb young gentknMn^ ^ifks tp the BknA-EflC^ 
and that if they had diqdeased me, I would Jooi, 
3mve known how to stop them ?*** 

. ** Did I know diat your honour knew of hb 

Tuits r exekumed. Deborah, in a tnuiophaBi 

^Um^p-^Qf, like most of hear condition, she never 

.^Mgbt fiurlbw for her defence than, a lie, how^ 

.^wm^ inconsistent and imporobable^^' Did I know 

that your honour kcuew of it ? — ^Why,h6w should 

:I }usv^ p&cmittstd Im tbuts ebe ? I wonder what 

-yfHir hoKiois^ tabes I9e fori Had I not been sure 

fit was the thing in this wiEirld that your hoooiir 

vinost d^sabfed. Would I hare preBUiQed.tD'land it 

.fi .band forward ? I trust I know my duty be^ 

ter. . Hear if I ever asked another youngstar inio 

. the faquse^ say^ hii:GiseIf-r£>r I kdew your honour 

: w^s wise, and quarrels cannot last for ever, .ami 

love begins where hatred ends; luidy .t6.be .9Ur^ 

they look as if they were Jkuth one for th^ other 

— 4ind then, the estates of Moultjta^sie ipd Maiv 

,4indale suit each qihet like she«di and kuife.^ 

. /^ Parrot of a wpman, hold your tongde T. said 

•B^idgenorth, his patience almost completely 

15 
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hoitiBted ; *^'or if you will prate, let h be to your 
pluy-fellows in the kitdien^ and bid them get us 
Mcoe dinner presently, for Master Pereril is far 
Gnm hoine.^ 

<f rChat I will, and with all my heart,'' said 
IMboraU ; ** and if there are a pair of fatter fowls 
iji'Mfaai'than shall clap thar wii^ on the table 
presently, your honour shall callr the goose as wdl 
as palTDt^ She tbeti left the apartment 
. «<'It 19 to such a woman aa that,^ said Bridjge- 
tforth/'lbokii^ after her significantly, <* that you- 
oonoeived me to have abandoned the charge of 
my only child ? ' But Plough <^ this subject-^we 
w9f walk abroad, if you w31, while she is enga« 
ged in a pitovince fitter for her understanding."" 

So saying, he left die bouse, accompanied by 
JUian Pbveril, and ihey were aoon walking side 
by Ade, as if they had been old acquaintances. 

It may hare happened to many of our read- 
ers, as it has dotie to ourselves, to be « thrown by 
acddeat into society with some individual whose 
chums to wbat is called a serums character stand 
considerdbly higher than' our own, and with 

VOL. II. c 
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wfaom^ tberrfore, we have oonceired oimdiw 
likely to sptod oUr tiaie in a vttfy stiff and God* 
strained nmifiier; wfaile^ on the other haiid^'imr 
^destined companion may ha^e apprehefldbd sottie 
disgust from the supposed levity and thoughtless 
gaiety of a ^pomtion so d^erent from his a#tt* 
No^ it has frcqiiendy happened, that when ircv 
with that urbanity and good hinnour whieh is otn: 
principal diaracteiistiCy have aoconimodated our'^ 
seif to our cbbtpsaicm, by throwii^ as miioh se- 
rioasAeite into our donTersatlon as our fadbits wA 
{idmit^ he, <€m tiie otiier hand^ moved by our li* 
bnral exiednple, hath devested hidi manners ofia 
part of their austerity ; aBit>ar conversatioR has, 
in eonsequende^ been of that pleasant toKtuw, be« 
twiitt the useful and agteeible^ ^ich best resem- 
faJes '* tbe ffurpwweb of night and day,^ usiiiUy 
called in prose the twilight. It is probable both 
parties may « on suoh oc<tasioiiS| have been the bet- 
ter for their encounter, even if it weattia further 
than t^ establish for the! tisae a ixamawoky tit 
feding betweien m^Ai who^ separated more per« 
hsps by temper than by (irinGspk^ are lxx>apt to 
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duofge codi cthor with profime fri f u B ty an Urn 
one hand, or fanaticiflm cm the other. 

It taxed thus io PeverUV walk with Btidge^ 
aortfa^ and in the eMtemtkm wliich be hekl with 
mm. 

GnefiiUy avoidiQg the sukjiecl on whieh he 
hftd ahmdy wpokeu, Mivter BndfeMrth Itinifid 
his eonrcnntion cMeAy on f cHrdgn ta^wrdi^ and on 
the wondeni he bad 8e» in diititti^ ooaiiliie% and 
wbidk he appeared to h«ve marked with « ravioua 
and obaerrant eje. Thia diaoonyfla made the 
time fly light away ; &r although the aweedoft?a 
and QbserYati0B8 tbss oommtiaicated^ trete dU 
tinged with the aerious mad abnott glieoniy tspmi 
of the narrator^ they jel onnlaiTOd tmtsiof into* 
lest and of wonder, flueh as ate Ufiiially mtparaituac; 
to a youthful ear^ and were pavtiealarly ao to Ju« 
liflBi) who bad, m Ins dispoaitoi^ amne cist- of 
the ronantic and adveatUBoua. 

It appeared that BiidgenoBth knew liie aoutb 
of France^ and could tell many ^tefiea of the 
Fiendi Hugimiots^ who abttady began to ana- 
tain those vexi^ions which a few years aftetwaida 



SS' r AVEfiiL OF THia mmK, : 

wtte suflDmed up by the rerocstaiw of tliQ £didt 
of Nantz. He had e?en been id Hiiugaiy^ f6r fae 
spokeas from personal knowledge; of AediaEB«>» 
t^ of Mvenil of (be heads of the great PsoMtaot 
insurrection^ which at this time had taken phoe 
utider the celebraHedTekeli ; «nd laicLdowB 6o^ 
M naseii* why they 'vrere entitled to inake comu 
dneii cause with the Great Tuik, nitb«r than/SiAu 
nit totbePopeof Rtome. He talked ako of S«eojg 
wheve those of the rrfonaed rdi^on stSl^sikffau 
ed a emA perseoulion ;' and he mentioned, wiik 
a *iwelHi^ spirit; the proteiition which OliTerhad 
aCbided to the oppreKed Protestant chufcUea; 
^ therein shewing himself,^ he added, *^ miore fit 
to widd the supreme power, than those wlio, 
ebiming it by r^t of inharitanoe, use it only for 
their own vain' and voluptuous pursuits.^ 

** I did not expect,^ said Peverii,' nKxlestfy, 
*^to have heard Olii^i's panegjrric'from you, 
Master Bridg^iorth.^ 

*^ I do not panegyrise 'him^^ answered Bridge- 
north ; ^ J speak but truth of that extraordinary 
man^ now being dead, whom, when sibre^ Ifear^ 
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^ :ubt to whlislKmd to his bee. . It is the fItuH 
of the present unliappy Kiagv if he make usiook 
b$€k wifk regt^t to the daya when the nation wAa 
respected abroad^' ai^l Jtfheii dofotion; and isiJ^i^ 
ety ^-were practised £it hoine.-r*But I mieaii not io 
vex7yttuff apiritiby'ooiitivyvvrsy, You^have ht^ed 
mtoiaxigBV those. whO' find it more . eas^ and jmoni 

pleasant to be the pensioners of Fjcanoe than her 

• 

eohtsoUeis-^to spend the money rvriuefa she doles 
cut to tfaemselTes, thaata dieok the tyranny witii 
i»bieh' she oppo^sses our poor brethnen 6f ftfa&j»:- 
ligidil' I'Whisn thl^ .scaales .sbalUBUt froinvthia^ 
"cyks^ all this thbii isfaalt see ; and sebingy skiak 
learn io deteat iand despise it^ .' -- 
'J By this time they hAd completed their walk, 
and were retunied to >Black>.Fort:by a difier>- 
tent path from that which had led< them up. the 
•valley. The exercise asd.the^ geop^al tone;^ 
-oonversatibn'had remonred, in some d^ree^ the 
lahyness and emfaairassmttnt which Beveril origi^ 
aiaUyifieitoilBddgenqr^^apreseiice, andNpfaich the 
tenor of his first remarks had rather increaaed 
4ban dinniniBhedd ' Dbborah^s promis^ baa^^c^ 
was ^ soon/ oa the .board ;; . and ' ia . simplisiiy (!< as 
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well as neatness and good otadcr, ans wtged tlie 
character she had daimed fer it In one res{)e6i 
alone, there seemed aome innonristeney, parhaps 
a little affisctalioB. Mo«t of the dishes weie ai 
fllver, and the plates were of the saaae metal ; in* 
stead of the tuendien and pewter whidiPeveril 
had usaally aeen ttnployed on similar oecaBioiis 
«t Bhu^L Jort. 

Prestntlyy widi iIk fieeling of one who wnUu 
in a ploaiwit dream firmn which he faun to wa* 
fcsDy and whole dsMf^ is mJngtfd with wonder 
and widi unoertain^, Jnhmi Pevoil found hinu 
sdf seated between Aliee Bridgenorth and her 
father — ^the being he most lored on €totfa^ and 
the person whom he had eTer considered as the 
great obstacle to their intercourse. The coaAi*. 
sion of his mind was such, that he oould searee 
reply to theisaportunate chdlkicsof DameDeho^ 
rah ; who, seated with them at table in her qua»- 
litj of gouTemonte, aaw dispensed the godd 
which had been preparol under her owsi 



Asibr Alice, she seemed to haveftemed a-A. 
solution :lo play the mate ; &r she answcssd not. 
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exoef&ug btiefly, to the questions of Dame Del^ 
bitdi ; oajr, evea when her &ther, whieh happeOi. 
ad oEioe or iwke, attempted to bring her forwaid 
ill the eonvenationy she made no further reply 
than respect fcnr him rsndfved abecdute^ neees* 
saiy. 

Upon Bffidgenerdi himself, then, devolved the 
task of entertaining the joompany ; and^ edit* 
teaiy to his oidioary hsbiis^ he did not seem to 
shrink firom it. His dtseourse was not only easy» 
but almpst cheerful, though#ver and anon erosa* 
ed. by some expressions indioative of natural and 
hahitiial melancholy, or p]3o[ihetie of future mim 
fortune imd woe. iFlaabes of embnsiasn,. too^ 
shot al<Mig his coitFersatioa^ gleaming lilo the 
sheetvlightmng of an autump eve^ irhieh duroira 
a aiaroDg, thop^mdmeialaary ittummatum aotoas 
the sober twilight, and all the .syjrronnding obt 
jects, whidti, tauehed bjr it, assnme^a .^der and 
move stiikhig ehaffafiter. In general, homereff^ 
Bndgaiortfa's remarks were plain and seiM^le; 
and as he aimed at no gr^Gcs of language, any or-r 
aament wfakh iheyjBeomeA exoBejomtoi the pa« 
t€Mst 3SFith wlueh.tb^ were impressed on his 
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beareiBi For exan^ik, wbea^ Ddbocab, ia tbe 
pdde and vulgarity of ber beart^ called JiiliaaV 
attention to the plate fiom whidL tbey iiad been; 
eating,. Biidgenorth seemed to tfaiBkan apokigyi 
aeocsaa^ for such saperfluoas expence. 

<< It was a symptom,^ he said, '^ of approach^ 
xng danger, when men, who wore not nsually 
inflaenoed by the vanities of life, employed 
muoh money in ornaments composed of tbe {■&> 
cioos metals* It was a sign that, the merduint 
eoiild not obtain a piofit fat the capital, which, 
for the sake of security, he invested in this in-^ 
^rt form. It was a propf that the noblemen or 
gentlemen feared therapaeity of powser, what 
they put their wealth into forma the most' porta^ 
ble and ihe most capable of being hidden ; and 
it shewed the uncertaieofty <tf credit, when a mas 
df jttdgment'.pveferted tbe actual possession.of a 
inaa^ of silver to the convenience of a goldsnptk's 
OT' a banker's zieo^pt* While a shadow of liberljr 
T&ta^amedj'^ he said^ ^^ domestic rights were last 
invaded; and,.therefore^meBdis{k]ttdiqaon,'tbeur 
cupboards and. tables .tiie.wBalth wfakh in^ these 
ploceH -would remain longest, though not perbi^» 



fiiutUy/sdpved:fixiinr the grmiftcfSa tyranmiA>^ 
vemunent '. But Jbt tbere be a demmid fidr oapt-f 
tal to sufqpQi^t la;:piofil»bk cooknerc^ and' tile 
mass is at odee. j6ottsigaecL to th6 funiaoe^ and) 
oeaang to ;be a vain 4nd onmfaarous ornaAieiil df 
the banqaet, beooine^ a polJ^Ht anid aatiye i^geiit 
for fortheiidg the pto^perily of the comKry.^ . ' 
/.}* tn i^fu-y too^^ said Pereicil, 5^ plate baa baen 
loaad a J*eady resQiiitpe.^ 

i^'But too.Qiuchso,^ apswased Briij^toortfai^ 
^^ In the tete times^.tbe plate .of the nobfeaand 
.ismtffi mith that of, the coU^^ and tbe mde ci 
the ocoiwi-jewels^.eaiiUed the King to imakci his 
lulbapp^ fflaod^ whi^ pceyeoted mattei^retanih 
iog to a state of peace and good ordeiV .unlijbitbe 
^fmbtd bifd attfUBjod ^ uii^iie! siip^rioiily; both 
aver Sjn^ jiaid.Fai:Ua9i(0»t.'^ 
^ Herloo)^ m; Jj^li^ aa he^pbke^ Jimeb ai^ be 
yifho p9>vea' a ^or«e cSlt^s . ^n^e: <h\^ auddcwljr 
tp.hJ8;^,ei9^'tjiea watchea to iseeith^, filartacqr 
blen^a ^osa k. Biit Ji|lii^^&. thoughts :w«i^ 
toei:p]|ucb b^ton o^^t^pjifiS' to. iiiaaife(»t anV 
lab^w. .His,l^lawe^refer^d^to4 p^eyiw>U0.par.tjaf 
P^d^paootth'^ diBOQiiise, a^. m^ ii^t jieiiiiilad 
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^1 aAttra tirief pause. <^ War, thim,^ ha caidy 
<^.|far, the grand imporeiishiar, ig also a cmtor 
of the wetdth wbieh it wastes and devouis.'" 

^< Yei,^ replied Bridgenorth, ** eiwn as the 
sluiee fanngs into action the aleepiiig walevs of 
the lake, which it finally drains. Nec^soty iiu 
▼entsarts and diseoT^rs means ; and uriiat necei> 
styisstefnerthanlhat of civil war? Therefbre, 
even war is not in itself nnmixed evil, bsing the 
creator of impulses and enei^gies whidi omdd 
not othcrwise'have exiidted in oscaety." 

^ Men «boald go to war, then,* said P^en!, 
^ that they laay send their siiver-pjate to ^e 
aunt, and eat from pewter dishes and. fvpoden 
filattenp?'' . 

^< Not so, lay son,^said Bii dgc n orth. Then 
checking himself as he observed the deep crimson 
in Jolsttn^s^cheek and htoWy he added, ^ I ^erave 
yoar parden for such fanatliarity ; but I inamt 
not Co'linnt what I said even now to euvft la:iAing 
cottseqQences,' ri^ugh it'may-%e 'Soesething isA- 
Itttary t^ tear men froin their pomps aiid luxii- 
•ries, add teach liiose to be Romans who woitld 
^rtherwise be Sybantes. But I would my^ that 
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times of pubBc dangar, as diey call into <afcala- 
Hod, the miser^B horde mad die proud laanTs btil* 
lioQ, and ao add to the drouhitiiig wealth of the 
eouBtry, cb also call into acdan many a bra¥e 
and noble spirit, which would otherwise lie toifHd^ 
give DO exanple to the livings and bequeath no 
name to future ages. Sodety knows not, and 
cannot know, the mental treasures which dumber 
in her bosom, till neeessitj and opportunity «all 
forth the Jtetesman and the soUier from the 
shades of lowly life to the parts they are deaga« 
ed by Providesice to perfionn, and the Btatioiis 
wUefa itaitare had qualified them to hold. So 
nose CMiveiv-^00 rose ICtltim— hso rose many an* 
0ther naipe which 4;annot be fccgottcu' »even as 
Ae tonrpest summons forth land displays tbe ad- 
dress of the Hiariner.^ 

'* You apeak,^ said Peveril, ^< as if natiomd 
calamity might be, in aome sort, an advaaiteige.'^ 

^ And if it were not so,^ veptied Brt4gen0rd^ 
^ it had not esssted in thra state of ttial^* whort 
all temporal ei^is allemtad by aoraaihiiig good 
in its pvogress -or vaiult,>«md whie^ all that is 
good is dose coupled with dial ivhich iain ilnlf 
evil.'" 
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.' 'V It jnttit be a noble sight^'^iBaid Ju|iaDy -^Id 
behbld the slumbemug energies iofiagieatlimnA 
awakened into, ener^, and to Bee it assume the 
authority irhkh is its due over spixils oioce-meoii-t 

Ijr wdowed.^ ': :; 

' *^ I' oofe witnessed)^ said Biidgenorth, ^ ^omef, 
thing to the same e£B9ct ; and as the tale is biid^ 
i will tell it you, if you wili:**-* .. ) 

^ Amongst my wanderings, the .Transatfauttic 
settlements have not escaped me; motre.espcbial^ 
ly the comtry of New England^ ihto whieh )oUr 
naliv^ land has shaken fiipm her lap, as a drunk* 
ard flingflT from him his ireaspres, so much that' is 
posaotts in the ej^es of God and ei-hia children. 
9?here thousand of our best and>mQ6t)godly men 
-i<*6uch whose righteonsnessmightGoiBe between 
the Almighty and his wifatbj and pi^eVent. the 
hiin of .citiefr4-4u:e ocHiteiit.to be the inhabitants of 
the desert, rather encounteriiig the uneidighitin* 
ed savagetSf^'than .stooping to extiagnish, tender 
ihe oppression pvaetisedin Biritaiin, the.%ht that 
is witlvmi.thrar owii mindft. There! reouipied for 
a time, during the wars iwhich. the-. colony main^ 
With Philip, a great Indiw Chikf, or. Sar 
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GiKin, «s Ihejr were dalled, who seemed a m^so^n^ 
gfer sent .froim Satan to In^et them. His^ eruehyi 
wi» gf eat-^his disamulation profound ; and the^ 
skill and pronqpticude witii wlikh he maintaibed' 
^ destruofi Ye mid desnhor^ warfare^ in^cted 
many dreadiU calamities on' the settlement* I 
ifaSfby chance, at aismallri^Ua^in:the wiooida/ 
ijosnce thin-thirty miles fhnn Boston^ and in its 
sttuation c«xceedingly lonely^ and^trouhded with 
thickdtsi ^Nevertheless^ there was no idea of any 
dangeri ftoih the. Indians at that time, for men 
trusted to the prelection of a considerable body of 
troops who had taken the field for protection of 
(he frcHitiers^ and who lay^ or were supposed to 
lie, betwixt'the hamlet and the enemy^s country. 
But they bad 4.6 do wiUi a foe, whom the devil 
himself had insp^ed at once with canning and 
cruelty. It was on a Sabbath morning, when we 
had assembled to take sweet counsel together in 
tile Lorded house* Chir temple was but eoi^struot- 
ed'Of wood^nl logs; but when shall the cbaunt of 
trained hirelifigs,'or the sounding of tin and brass 
-tubes anxid theaislei^'of a minster^ arise sosw^et- 
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ly to hcaTeii, as did the patim m wbiA we ladU 
ted at once our bearts and oar races ! Anexod- 
lent worthy, who now deeps in the LcNrd, HAe^ 
mah Sobgrace, long die oompamon of my piL 
grimage, h|Ml just begmn to wrestle in prsfer^ 
when a woman, wkh diaordersd looks and didi6> 
yelled hmr, enteied our ehapd id a dbstmctad 
manner, screaming inoeawmfy, ' Tlie Indiana I 
The Indians r*«-In that land no man daies sepa- 
rate himself fram hb defences; and whether in 
die city or in the field, in die {donghed bmd or 
die forest, men keep beside them dieir weapons, 
as did the Jews at the rebuilding of the Tea^de* 
So we sallied forth widi our guns and pikes^ and 
heard the whoop of these incarnate devils, bL 
ready in possesaon of a part of the town, and ex* 
erasing ikmr cruelty on the few whom wei^i^ 
causes or indisposidoB had withbdd from piddsc 
worship ; and it was remarked as a judgment, 
that, upon that bloody Sahbadi, Adriaa Hanson, 
a Dutchman, a man wdl enou^ towards man, 
but whose mind was ditogether given to world* 
ly gain, was shot and scalped as he was sunu 
ming his weakly gains in his warehouse. In fine. 
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there was nmch damage done^ aad aMioiigh 

d«ir aimral and entranoa intooonibat didin sobm 

sort put tbtm faaoky jetbaingsurpriaadamicoiw 

fuatdy and Imwig no appokited knder of our 

bandt the deribh enemj shot bard at ub^ and 

had aome advaniagtSk It was pitifol to hear the 

sGraans vf womeo and dkildren aiirid the leputt 

o£ gtns and the whisUii^ of bulkts^ iniud «di 

the femctoiis yeUa of these aavi^^es^ whidi they 

team dmr war-whoop. Sevend housea m Ae 

np^ ^art oC tile -viBage were soon on fite ; aad 

the vaacing of the fbmes^ and cxackliag of die 

greait beams aa thejr blaaed, added tor!thfi!hoh* 

fible QotalbsiDB; iriiile the smoke whidi the wind 

drove against m gave fhrtlier adtantage to the 

miemy^ who foii^^it^ as it wese^ ianrisible^ and ub*^ 

dor eover, wUst we fell Cut bj their naeitiiig 

ibe. In this state of oonfiniony and while we 

were aboat to adopt the despetate prcgect of 

'evBCuatilig the TJUage^ and, placing the wonea 

and cfaildien in the centre^ of attempting a re- 

treat to the nearest aettleaenty it pleased Heaven 

to send na unexpected asHStaace; Atallman^of 

5 
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a rev^ted «ppean^ic^ whoihi nbooe of us bad 
ever seen befbare, soddesly ims m the nBiktof 
418, ai-nre hastil J a^piated tiie resolution of retrMU 
ing. Ifis garments were of the skin of the dk, 
imd lie wore sword, and carried gun ; I never 
aaw tarf thing move august than his features, 
DnrenbadDwed by locks of grey hiur, wlndi 
nuB^ed with a long beard ci the same, colour. 
< Mfen-aod brethrenf,^ he said, in a voice fikethat 
wfaiob turns back the flight, ^ why onk your 
hearts P and why are yon thus disquieted ? Fear 
ye that die GoA we serve will give you up to yon- 
der heathen dogs ? FoQow me, and you AM see 
this day that there is a captain in Israd V He 
uttered afew brief but distinct orders, in the tone 
c^ one idio was accustomed to command ; and 
such was the influence of his aj^arance, his 
mien, his language^ and his presence of mind, 
that he was implieitiy obeyed by men who had 
jaevar-seen 4iiin until that moiment We were 
.haslily divided, at his cnrder, into two bodies ; 
.oneof 'whioh mnntained the ddPence of the vy^- 
Jage with more ' courage than ever^ coibvinced 



PEYKSIL OF TH£ PSAX. 40 

that the Unknown was sent by God to our re- 
scue. At his conunand they, assumed the best and 

• 

mostsheltered positionsfor exchangingtheir dead- 
ly fire with the Indians ; while^ under cover of 
the smoke, the stranger sallied fjx»n the town, at 
the head of the other division of the New-£ng<« 
land men, and, fetching a circuit, attacked the 
Red Warriors in the rear. * The surprise, as is 
usual amongst savages, had complete effect; for 
they doubted not that they were assailed in th^ 
turn, and placed betwixt two hostile parties by the 
return of a detachment from the provincial anny • 
The heathens fled in confusion, abandoning the 
half- won village, and leaving behind them such 
a number of their warriors, that the tribe hath 
never recovered their loss. Never shall I f<M'get 
the figure of our venerable leader, when our men, 
and not they only, but the women and children of 
the village, rescued from the tomahawk and scalp* 
ing-knife, stood crowded around him, yet scarce 
venturing to approach lus person, and more mind- 
ed, perhaps, to worship him as a descended. an- 
gel, than to thank Jiim as a fellow-mortal. ^ Not 

VOL. II. D 
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unto me be ihe glory ^^ be said ; ^ I am but an 

, implement, frail as yourselves, in the hand of 

Him who is strong to deliver. Bring me a cup 

of water, that I may allay my parched throat, ere 

m 

I assay the task of offering thanks where they are 
most due.^ I was nearest to him as he spoke, 
and I gave into his hand the water he requested. 
At that moment we exchanged glances, and it 
seemed to me that I reo^nized a noble fnend 
whom I had long since deemed in glory ; but he 
gave me no time to speak, bad speech been pm« 
dent Sinking on his knees, and signing us to 
obey him, he poured forth a strong and energetic 
thanksgiving fcfr the turning back of the battle, 
which, pronounced with a vmce loud and clear as 
a war^ttumpet, thrilled through the joints and 
marrow of the hearers. I have heard many an act 
of devotion in my life, had Heaven vouchsafed 
me grace to profit by them; but such a prayer as 
this, uttered amid the dead and the dyirig, with 
a rich tone of mingled triumph and adoration^ 
was beyond them all — ^it was like the song, of the 
inspired prophetess who dwelt beneath the palm* 
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tf«e between Hatnali aiidBetheL He was Bileni; 
and for a brief space we retnakied with oisv.fac^i 
bent to the edpth-^no nudi daridg to lift hia hisad. 
At length we looked Up^ bat our deliverer yr^ 
no longer amoit^t us ;.'Bot was he ever again seen 
in the land which he Ind^reaciied.^ 

Hefe Bridg^iorthy who had told fhis siMgttlar 
story with an eloquence pnd vivacitj: jof detail 
very contrary to the usual dryness' of hxi eoa»> 
vasation^ panied for sn idatocit^.aiid thah re- 
sumed :-««^^ .Thou seest^ yottng m^n, that men^df 
valour and of dfsbreiioh>«re. called fdi^tk tp 
oommdiid in.faircumstaaees i^.natioDfA ix^nc^ 
tUou^ their very. existence is^uhknownl in the 
land which they are predestined to deliver.^ >.. 

<^ But ^hkt thought ibe pboffle.of the Mtyster 
nous strahger ?^ said.Julian^ ^ho hiid listened 
wifch ei^erhess, for the story was of a kind in- 
teresting to the youthful and the brave. . * 

** Many things,'* answered Bridgenorth^ " oad, 
as usual,. lifile ter the purjboae. The. prevailing 
opinion was, notwithstanding hli^ own dijclaiiia- 
tton, that the striiiger was really a supernatural 
being; others believed him kn inspii^ed cham^ 
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pioDy transported in the. body from some distant 
cUmate, to shew us the way to safety ; others^ 
again, concluded that he was a recluse, who, d- 
ther from motives of {uety, or other cedent rea^^ 
sons, had become a dwellar in the wilderness, 
and shunned the face of man.** 

** And, if I may presume to ask,^ said Julian, 
^* to which of these opinions were you disposed 
toadhore?^ 

^* The last suited best with the transient though 
dose view with which I had perused the stran- 
ger^s features,^ replied Bridgenorth ; '* for al- 
though I dispute not that it may please Heaven, 
on high occasions, even to raise one from the 
dead in defence of his country, yet I doubted 
not dien, as I doubt not now, that I looked on 
the living form of one, who had indeed powerful 
reasons to conceal him in die deft of the rock.^ 

^^ Are these reasons a secret ?^ asked Julian 
Peveril. 

** Not properly a s^ret,^ replied BridgenxNrtb ; 
*^ for I fear not thy betraying what I might tell 
thee in private discourse ; and beddes, wert thou 
so base, the prey lies too distant for any hunters 
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to wbom thou oouldst point out its traces. But 
the name of this worthy will sound harsh in thy 
eaT) on account of one action of his life — ^being 
his accession to a great measure^ which made the 
extreme isles of the earth to tremble. Have you 
never heard of Bichard Whalley ?^ 
- ^< Of the regicide ?^ exdaimed Peyeril, start* 
ing. -* 

*^ Call his act what thou wilt,^ smd Bridge- 
north ; ^^ he was not less the rescuer of that de* 
voted village, that, with other leading spirits of 
the age, he sat in the judgment seat when 
Charles Stuart was arraigned at the bar, and 
subscribed the sentence that went forth upon 
him," 

^^ I have ever heard,^ said Julian, in an al- 
tered voice, and colouring deeply, ^* that you. 
Master Bridgenorth, with other Presbyterians, 
were totally averse to that detestable crime, and 
were ready to have made joint cause with die 
Cavaliers in preventing so horrible a parriddeJ^ 

^^ If it were so,^ replied Bridgenorth, ^< we 
have been richly rewarded by his predecessor/' 

10 
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*f Rewwded T exebuqed Julian ; *^ Do«8 the 
<|ittinct]oa of good aad crril, and our obl^^atioft 
to do -the one and foifaear the iother, depend on 
thb reward wliicb>iB«]F attach to*ottr actiona?^. 

*<^ 6od forbid," answeEed Bridgnorth ; <^ yet 
those who view the; faatoc whidi this House of 
Stuart. have inade hI' the Chksch and State — 
the tyranny which they exercise 6yer>men''s per- 
sops and conscLdnces^-^inajr well doubt whether 
it be lawful to use weapons in their de&nce. 
Vet you hear me not piaise, or 'cyen vindicate 
the deaeth'of the King, tiaough so far dei^rved, 
as'hevas &]ser Iq his oadt asa Pnnoe and ma* 
gisC|»te.> I oidy tail yon what you desieed to 
know, that Richard Whalley, one of the .late 
King?8 judges', was he of whom I havrjust been 
speaking. Ikneif hi8lp{ifcy.b£ow,thougbLtimefaad 
nubde it balder and higher ;: his grey eye re- 
isoaed all its lustre ; and though the grizzled 
beard oovesed the ioifer part of his face, it preyent- 
edmahot fiDm reoDgniziQg'hinr. The scent was 
hot aftec hint for hb bipod ; but by the assist- 
ance of those friends wbosa Heg^ien had raised 
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up &r his pieflenralion, he was concealed care* 
fttlly, and emerged only to do the mil of Provi- 
dence, in' the matter of that battlp. Perhaps bis 
▼oiee iqay he heaid in the field once more^ should 
England need one of her noblest hearts*^ 

^ Now God fbrbid P said vTalian. 

<< Ameo^^ returned Bridgenwth. ^^ May Gkid 
advert dvil war, and' pard<« those whose madness 
would bring it on us.''^ ... 

There was a'hmgpouse, daring which Julian, 
who had 'scarce hfled his eyes towprds Alioe^ 
itole a glance^ in that directum, and was struck 
by the 4^p CA^ b^thelai^holywlueh had stolen 
e^er features, to whbdr a dieerful^ if not a gay 
expresncm, was most natunraL - So sodn ^ *she„ 
caught bi^ eye, Bhe 'remarked, and, as JuHah 
thought, tritli significance,' that the shadows «e^ 
lengthening, and evemn^ coming on. 
* Hehdard;- andalibough satisfied that she 
hinted at his departurej' heroonld not^ upon the 
instant, find resolution 4o break' the" spell which 
detained hiin. ' The language which Bridgenorth 
held %as not only new aifd alat'ming, but so con* 
trary to the maxims in which he was brougitt 
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up, that, as a son of Sir Geoftey Pevcril of the 
Peak, he would, in another caae, have thought 
bimself called upon to dispute its omdusuns^evett 
at the swonf 8 point But Bri d genor i h^s opinioos 
were deUvered with so much cahnn cso see med so 
much the result of oonvicdoni«-4hat they excited 
in Jufian rather a spirit of wondo'^ than of angrj 
ccmtroversy. There was a dutfacter of sober deet- 
sion, and sedate melanchdy, in all that he said; 
whidi, even had he not been the£Mher of Alioe^ 
(and perhaps Julian was not himsdtf aware how 
much he was influenced by that circumstance,) 
would have rendered it difficult to take posonal 
offence. Ss language and sentiments were of 
that quiet, yet decided kind, upon whidi it is di£. 
ficult either to fix controversy, or quarrd^ al* 
though it be imposaUe to acquiesce in the con* 
elusions to which they lead. 

While Jiiiian remained, as if speil-bound to 
his chair, scarce more surprised at the company 
in which he found himself, than at the opinions 
to which he was listening, another drcumstanoe 
reminded him that the proper time of his stay at 
Black-Fort had been expended. Little Fairy 
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the Manx pon^, which, well aocukomol to the 
vidmty of Black-Fort, used to feed near the 
house while his master made his vints there, be- 
gan to find his present stay rather too long. She 
had been the gift of the Countess to Julian^ 
whilst a youth, and came of a high-spirited moun* 
tain breed, remarkable alike for hardiness, for 
longeTity , and for a degree of sagacity approach- 
ing to that of the dog. Fairy shewed the latter 
quality, by the way in which she chose to ex- 
press her impatience to be moving homewards. 
At least such seemed the purposis of the shriU 
neigh with which she startled the female iamates 
of the parlour, who, the moment afterwards, 
could not forbear smiling to see the nose of the 
poney advanced through the opened casement. 

*^ Fairy reminds ine,^ sud Julian, lookiag to 
Alice, and rising, <* that the term of my stay 
here is exhausted.^ 

^^ Speak with me yet one moment,^ said 
Bridgenorth, withdrawing him into a Gothic re- 
cess of the old-fashioned i^Mrtment, and speak- 
ing so low that he could not be oveiheard by 
Alice and her gouverhante, who^ in the mean- 
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time, caressed, and fed with fragnents of bread,' 
die intruder Fairy. 

^ .You have iK>t, after all,^ said Biidgeiierth, 
*Vtold me die caase of your coming hither/^ He 
9to|^ed, as if to enjoy his emiiariaflsinail^ and 
iheci added, ^^ And indeed it w«re most unneoesk 
sairy that you should do so» I hare not so far 
forgotten the days of my youth, or those affec- 
tions which bind poor frail humanity but too 
much to the things of this world. Will you find 
no w<Nrds to ask of me the great .boon which you 
seek, and which, perady^iture, you would not 
have heintated to make your own, without my 
knowledge, ind against my consent ? — ^Nay, ne- 
ver vindicate thyself, but miark me farther. The 
patriarch bought his bebved by fourteen years' 
hard service to her fiadier Laban, and they seem- 
ed to hini'but as a lew days. But he that would 
wed my daughter, must serve, in compariscm, 
but a few days; though in matters of such 
4nighty idiport, that they shall seem as the ser- 
.viee of many year8.i-^B^ply not to me now, hut 
go, aiid/|)eace be with you:'*'* 

He D^dred so quipkljry after speaking, that Pe- 
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veril bad literally not «i instant to iseply* He 
cast his ejes around the aparti»4Hit, but Debocah 
juid faerohoq^e-had also disappeared Hiftguse 
Bested fior a raottent on the portnit of Christian, 
aaid his imag^ation suggested, that biff dark 
features v^te illuminated by a smile of haughty 
triuiii{4i. He started, and kxAed more atto^ 
lively— it was but the effect of the evening beam, 
which touched the picture at the instant. The 
effect was gone, and there remliined but the fix* 
ed, grave, inflexible features of the republican 
soldier. 

Julian left the apartment as one whowalks in 
a dream ; he mouixted Fidry, and, agitated by a 
variety of thoughts, which he was unable to re* 
duoe to order, he returned to Casde-Rudiin be. 
fcfp^ the night sat do^m, - 

Here he found all in movement. The Count- 
ess, with her son, had, upon some news received, 
or resolution formed, during his absence, remo- 
ved, with a principal part of their family, to the 
yet stronger Castle of Holm-Feel, about eight 
miles distance across the island ; and which had 
been suffered to fall into a much more dilapida- 
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ted oonditkm than that of Castletown ; do far as 
It could be conndered as a place oi residence. 
But as a fortress, Holm-Peel was stronger than 
Castle-town ; nay, unless assailed r^ularly, was 
almost impr^nable ; and was always held by a 
garrison belonging to the Lords of Man. Here 
Peyeril arrived at nigfat-falL He was told in the 
fishing village, that the nigfat-bell of the Castle 
had .been rung earlier than usual, and the watdi 
set with circumstanoes of unusual and jealous 
precaution.' . . 

Resolving, therefore, not to disturb the garni- 
son by entering at that late hour, he obtained an 
indifferent lod^g in the town for the night, and 
determined to go to the Castle early on the sue* 
ceeding morning. He was not son^ thus to gain 
a few hours of solitude, to think over the agita^ 
ting events of the preceding day. 
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CHAPTER Ilf. 



What 8eein*d it's hetd^ 



The likeness of » kingly crown had on. 

ParadUe Loti, 



SoBOR, or Holm-Peel, so is named th^ castle 
to which our Julian directed his course early on 
the preceding morning, is one of those singular 
monuments of antiquity with which this singular 
and interesting island abounds. It occupies the 
whole of ^ high rocky peninsula, or rather an 
island, for it is surrounded by the sea at high wa- 
ter, and scarcely accessible even when the tide is 
out, although a stone causeway, of great scdidity, 
erected for the express purpose, connects the 
island with the main-land. The whole space is 
surrounded by double walls of great strength and 
thickness; and the access to the interior, at the 
time which we treat of, was only by two flights 
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of Steep and narrow steps, divided from each 
other by a strong tower and guard-house ; under 
the former of which, there is an entrance arch. 
The open space within the walls extends to two 
acres, and contains many objects worthy of anti- 
quarian curiosity. There were, besides the castle 
itself, two cathedral churches, dedicated, the ear- 
lier to Saint Patrick, the later to Sdnt Ger- 
main ; besides two smaller churches ; all of which 
had become, even in that day, more or less ruin- 
ous. Thdr decayed wills, exhibiting the rude 
and masi^ve architecture of the most remote pe- 
riod^ were ccrmposed of a ragged grey stone^ 
which formed a singular edntrast with the bright 
red freestone of which the window-cases, corner- 
stones, arches, and other ornamental parts of the 
building were composed. 

Besides these four ruinous churches, the spaed 
of ground indosed by the massive exterior wallstof 
Holm-Peel exhibited many other vestiges; of the 
olden time. There was a square mdund of eartb^ 
fadhg, with its angles to the points of the com'? 
pass, one of those motes, as they w^e called^ on 
which, in ancient times, the northern tribes elect- 
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ed or reebgnized their diiefs, and held their jso- 
lemn popular assemblies, 4>r comitia. There wais 

also one of those Angular towers, so common in 

• 

Iceland as to have ptoved the favourite theme of 
her antiquaries ; but of which the real ilse and 
iheaning seems yet to be hidden in the mist of 
ages. This of Holm-Peel had been converted to 
the purpose of a watch-tower. There were, be-^ 
sides, Runic monuments^ of which .the Jegen<}s 
could not be decyphered ; and later inscriptibn* 
to the memory of champions, of whom the nanles 
only were preserved from oblivion. Biit tradi* 
tion and superstitious eld, stilLipdst busy where 
real history is {ulenty had filled up the long blank 
of accurate information with tales of Sea-kings 
wd Pirates, Hebrideaa Chiefs and Norwegian 
Besolutes, who bad form^erly warred agd^ost^ and 
in defence of, this lamoiis eastle. Sopersjitiori, 
too, had her tales of faiHes, ghosts^, and spectnes 
•—her legends of saints and dem(»is,.of fairies and 
of familiar spirits, which in no corner of the Bri- 
tidi empire are told and received with niore abso- 
lute credulity than in the Isle of Man. 

17 
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Amidst ail these ruins of an older time arose 
the Castle itself, — now ruinous — but in Charles 
II/s reign well garrisoned, and, in a militarj 
point of view, kept in complete order* It was a 
venerable and very ancient building, containing 
several apartments of suffidient size and h^ght to 
be termed noble. ' But in the surrender of the 
island by Christian, the furniture had been, in a 
great measure, plundered or destroyed by the re- 
publican soldiers ; so that, as we have before hint- 
ed, its present state was ill adapted for the re^ 
dence of the noble proprietor. Yet it had been 
often the abode, not only of the L<»rds of Man, 
but of those state prisoners whom the Kings of 
Britain sometimes committed to their diarge. 

In this Castle of Holm-Peel the great king- 
maker, Richard, Earl of Warwick, was confined, 
during one period of his eventful life, to rumi- 
nate at leisure on his farther schemes of ambition. 
And here, too, Eleanor, the haughty wife of the 
good Duke of Gloucester, pined out in seclusion 
the last days of her banishment. The sentinels 
pretended that her discontented spectre was often 
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visible at nighty traversiDg thie battlements of the 
external walls, or standing. motionless beside a 
particular soUtary turret of one of the watch-^ 
towers witE which they ore flanked ; but dissol-* 
▼ing into air at cock-crow, or when the bell toll-^ 
ed from the yet remaining tower of Sai^t Ger-^ 
inainV church. 

Such was Holm-Peel, as records inform' Us, till 
towards the end of the seventeenth century. 

It Was in one of the lofty but almost unfunush- 
ed apartments of this ancient castle that Julian' 
t'everil found his friend the Earl of Derby, whO) 
had that moment, sate down to a breakfast dortk*: 
posed of various sorts offish.' '^ Welcome, vmA 
imperial Julian,^** he said ; ^^ welcome to our rojaii 
fortress ;; in which, ds jret, w^ aiie not, like to* be 
starved with hunger, though well nigh' dead, for: 

cold* ' ^ V ■''>:. 

Julian answered by inquiring the: meaning o£ 
ihis sudden movemait.- 

^^ Upon my word,'' replied the Earl, ** you 
know nearly as much of it as I do. My mother 
has told me nothing about it ; supposing, L be-^ 

^ VOL^.11. ... • B 
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fieve^ that I mil at length be tempted to ioqum? 
but she wSl find herself mudi mislalMn. I dudi 
give her credit fcnr full wiadom in her proceed*- 
iiig%> rather than pat her to the troufafe to raw 
der a xeasoOy though no woman oan jrender one 
better.*^ 

^* Come^ come ; this is affectation^ iny good 
fineud^^ said Jnliam. ^^ Y<»l shonid inquire into 
these matton a little mate cniioufily.^ 

<< To whi^ purpose T taid the Eaii. <^ To 
lubrold Bloriei about the TyDwa]dlaw^.aiid the 

ooBtepding righ tt of the losds and the dcrgy 1 1^ 
dU the rest ci that Celtic barbarism^ wfaich^ Bka 
Btorgesse^s thoroaghi^paced doctrine^ enters at4Mie 
ear, paces through) and goes out at the other ?^ 

^^ Come, my lord/* said Julian, ^ you are not 
so indiffia-ent as you would represent yourseifr^ 
you are dying of curiosity to know what this 
hurry is about ; only you Hunk it the courtly hu- 
mour to appear careless about your own affairs.^ 

<' Why, what diould it be about,^ said the young 
Earl, '^ unless some £iK:tious dispute between oiir 
Mayesty^s minister. Governor Nowel, and our vaa* 
sals ? or perhaps some dispute betwixt our Ma- 
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}9atf and the eodeaiastieftl ju^iailiolicMs f for*dil 
whicb, our Mftjesty oulte te Ultle Iks any hmg In 
Christendom.^ 

** I ntber suppose tberft ill iAtslligetice ftotn 
Soglaad^^ said Julian. ^< I heard lait night in 
Peel-town^ that Greenbaigh is oodie over with ub« 
pteaaant newB.^ 

. ^< Hd brought me nothing that was pleasant, t 
1^ irell)^ said tha EarL << I expected soDemn 
thing from 9t Evremond or Hamiltan**4i>-^md 
mfw plajs bjr Dryden or Lee ; and some wag« 
gery or lampoons from the Rose Coffee-^house ^ 
waA the fdlow has brought me nothing but » 
pahcd of tracts about Protestants and Paf&ts, 
and a folio play^book, one of tho oonceptio&i^ 
as she calls them^ of that dd mad^wooum the 
Duchess of Newcastle.^ 

*^ Hush, my lord, for Haaten^s sake^"^ smd 
FeTeiil ; ^* here comes th« Countess ; and you 
know she takes flre at the least 'slight to hef an» 
oient friend*^ 

. ^ Let her read her andent friend's works her « 
self then^^ said the Earl, ^< and think her as wis^ 
as she c«i ; biit I would not give oiie of Waller's 
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songs, or Denman^s satires, for a whole cart-load 
of her Grace^s tnufa.— ^ut here comes our mo- 
ther, with care on her brow.* 

The Countess of Derby entered the apartment 
accordingly, holding in her hand a number of 
papers. H^r dress was a mourning haUt, with 
a deep train of black yelvet, which was borne by 
a little &yourite attendant, a deaf and dumb 
girl, whom, in compaasion to her misfortune!,' 
the Countess had educated about her person for 
some years. Upon this unfortunate, with the 
touch of romance which marked many of her pro-i 
ceediags. Lady Derby had conferred the name 
of Fenella, after some, ancient princess of the 
island. The Countess herself was not much chan^ 
ged since we last jMresented her to our readers. 
Age had rendered her step more slow, but not less., 
majestic; and. while it traced some wrinkles on 
her brow, had failed to quench the sedate fire of 
her dark eye. The young men. rose to. receive 
her with the formal reverence which they knew 
she loved, imd were greeted by her with equal 
kifidness. 

^^ Cousin Peveril,* she said, (for so she always. 
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icidled Julian, in respect of Kis mother being a 
.kinswoman of her husband,) ^^ you were ill abroad 
last night, when we much needed your counsel.'^ 

Julian answered with a blush which he could' 
loot prevent, ^< That he had followed his sport 
amcHig the mouhtaihs too fat'-^had return^ lat^ 
' — and finding her ladyship was removed from 
Castletown^ had instantly followed the family 
liither ; but as the night-belt was rung, and the 
watch set, he had deemed it more respectful to 
lodge for the night in the town.^ 
. ** It is well,^ said the Gdunteds ; '* a^ to do 
you justice, Julian, you are seldom a truant ne- 
glecter of appointed hours, though, like the rest 
4>f the youth of this nge, you somietioies suffer 
your sports to consume too much of time that 
should be cfpent otherwise. But for your friend 
JPhUip, he is ism avowed contemner of good order, 
and seems to find pleasure in wasting time, even 
when he does not enjoy it.^ 

'* I have been enjoying my time just now at 
least,^ said the Earl, rising from table, and piclr 
ing his teeth carelessly. '^ These fresh mullets 
are delicious, and so is the Lachrymse Christi. 



I pray you to at down to bfeakfiisty JuSan, and 
partake the goods my royal foresight has jnovided* 
Never was King of Man nearer being left to the 
^ neroy of the execrable brandy of his dominions. 
014 Griffiths would nerer, in the midst of our 
qMedy retreat of last night, have had sense 
enough to secure a few flasks, had I not givan 
bim a hint on that important subjects But pre- 
sence €i mind amid danger and tumult, is a jewd 
I have always possessed.** 

'< I wish, then, Philip, you would exert it to 
better purpose,^ said the Countess, half smiling, 
half displeased ; fbor she doated upcrn her soq with 
all a mother^s fondness, even when she was most 
angry with him for bring defident in the pecu^ 
liar and chivalrous disposition which had distiii- 
guished hi3 father, and which was 90 analogous 
to her own romantic and high-minded character. 
<^ Lend me your signet,*^ she added with a sigh ; 
<^ for it were, I fear, vain to ask you to read over 
these dispatches from England, and execute the 
warrants which I have thought necessary to pre- 
pare in consec^^uenc^.^ 
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you dudU t^onmuriid vf ith id) 9^ 
^ heart,. madomV said Eafl Philip ; ^^ but tpilre me 
the feviiibn of what jrou are much morci caf^Ue 
to decide upon. I am, you know, a Wo9t com^ 
plete Boijaineanif ahd never once iiit€rf<aed with 
my Jlfoer^ d^ jMii^ in lier pcoceedioga.^ 

The Countess mode signs to her little ttaiii. 
bearer, who immediately went to seek ivax and a 
e light, with which she presently retunied« 

In the meanwhile^ the Countess cohtinliM, ad- 
rdresiung Peveril. ^^ Philip does himself less thte 
justice! When you were abseil, Julian, (for if you 
had been here I would have gi? en you the credit 
43[ prampting your friend,) he had a spirited 000- 
trovetsy with' the Biihop,Tor an attempt to etir 
.f<Mrce sf^iritual censures against a poo^ wreCcb^ h^ 
confining her in the vault under the chapeL^ 

** Do not think better of me tfaafa I d^aerre/^ 
siaid the Earl to Feveril ; ^< my mother has omit- 
ted to tell you the culprit was pretty Vtggy oS 
Hamsay, and her crime what in Cupid^s oolirta 
would have been called a peccadillo.^ 

^^ Do not you liiake yourself wonte 4an 70U 
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afe,** replied l^ereril, who obaeryed the Countess's 
^eek redden,-— *'you know you would hove done 
as much for the <ddest and poorest cripple.in the 
-island. Why, the yault is under the burial ground 
of the chapel, and, for aught I know, under the 
ocean itself, such a roaring do the wares make 
in its vidnity. I think no one could remam there 
Icmg, and retain his reason*^ 

'' It is an infernal hole,^ answered the Earl, 
'^ and I will hare it built up one day — ^that is 
full certain.— But hold-^old-^or God's sake^ 
madam— what are you going to do P— Look at 
the seal before you put it to the warrantF— you 
•will see it is a chcHce antique cameo Cupid, ti- 
ding on a flying fish— I had it for twenty 
^eochins, from Signor Furabosco at H<»ne— a 
most cimous matter for an antiquary, but which 
will add little faith to a Manx warrant^ 

• *^ How can you tnfle thus, you ample boy ?^ 
aaid the Countess, with vexation in her tone and 
look. *^ Let me have your signet, or rather, 
take th^se warrants, and sign them yourself J*^ • 

^^ My signet— my fngnet— Oh ! you mean diat 
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the three monstrous legs^ whidi I suppose 
was devised as the most preposterous device, to 
jrepresent our most absurd Majesty of Man.— - 
The signets— r have not seen it since I gave it 
4o Gibbon, my monkey, to play with. — ^He did 
^hine for it most piteously— I hope he has not 
^mmed the green breast of ocean with my sym- 
bol of sovereignty*^ 

'^ Now, by Heaven,^ said the Countess, trem- 
blii^ and colouring deeply with anger, '^ it was 
your father's signet I the last pledge which he 
^ent, with lus love to me, and his blessing 
to thee,' the nij^t before they murdered him at 
flcJtonr / 

<< Mother, dearest mother,** said the Earl, 
istartled out of his apathy, and taking her hand, 
which he kissed tenderlj, ** I did but jest-*the 
iugnet is sale-— -Peveril knows that it is so.-— Go 
fetcb it, Julian, for Heaven^s sake— here are my 
Jcisys.^i..it is in the left hand drawer of my travel- 
ling cabinet.— -Nay, mother, forgive me— *it was 
but a mavfoaise plaisanierie ; only an ill ima- 
.^ed j^ty ungracious, and in bad taste, I al- 
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loir--*^bul cndy ope of Philip'i fdliou Look st 
me, dedrest moAer^ and forgiTe me*^ 

The Countess turned her eyes towards hias, 
from wluch the tears w«pe fast fEdling. 

*^ Philip,^ she said, *< you try me too unkind- 
ly, and too severely. If times are changed, ia I 
•haye heard you allege^ipi-if the. digmty of rank, 
and the high feelings of hoiionr and duty, are 
•now drowned in giddy jests and irifling pur- 
suits, let nuf at leASt, who lire secluded frooi all 
others, die i^thQut peroeiving the change whidi 
lias happened, and, above all, without petcaving 
it in mine own son. Let me not learn the gene- 
ral prevalence of this levity, which laughs at 
every sense of dignity or duty, through your 
personal diirespect— Let me not think diat when 
Idiis— .^ 

^^ Speak nothing of it, mother,^ said the Earl^ 
interrupting her afPeetionately. <* It is true, I 
cannot promise to be all my father and hisfa- 
thers were ; for we wear silk vests for their stesi 
coats, and feathered beavers for their crested 
helmets. But believe me, though to be an abso- 
lute Palmerin of England is not in my nature, no 
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•80R ever lored a mother more deerl j, dr would 
do iQore to oblige Iter* And diat you may own 
tbU, I will ibrdiwith not only seal the warrants 
to the great eqdangerment of iny precious fin- 
gers, but also read the same from end to end, as 
well BM ibe dispatches thereunto appertaining.^ 

A mother is eamly appeased, even when most 
offended ; and i% was with an expanding heart 
tliat Jthe Countess saw her son^s very handsome 
filatures, while reading these papers, settle into 
<ati expression of deep serio^snes8, such as they 
seldom wore. It seemed to hSr as if the farni* 
ly likeness to his gallant hut unfortunate father 
4nereased, when the expression <^ their couilte- 
nances became similar in gravity. The Earl had 
no iBoonev perusisd the dis|>atches, which he did 
with great attention, than be rose and ssid, ^ Ju^ 
lian, conke with me.^ 

The Countess looked surprised. '' I'was wont 
to share your father^ counsels, my son,'^ she 
said ; *< but do not think that I wish to intrude 
myself upon yours. I am too well pleased to see 
you assume the power and the duty of thinking 

13 
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for yourself, which is what I have so long iii^ed 
you to do. Nevertheless, my experience, who 
have been so long administrator of your autho- 
rity in Man, might not, I think^ be superfluous 
to the matter in hand.^ 

^' Hold me excused, dearest mother,^ said the 
Earl, gravely. ^^ The interference was none of 
my seeking ; had you taken your own course, 
without ^consulting me, it had been well; but 
since I have entered on the affair— -and it ap- 
pears sufficiently important — ^I must transact it to 
ihe best of my d\ni ability.^ 

<< Go then, my son,^ said the Countess, *' and 
may Heaven enlighten thee with its counsel, once 
thou wilt have none of mine.— -I trust that you. 
Master Peveril, will remind him of what is fit 
ibr his own honour ; and that only a coward 
abandons his rights, and only a fool trusts his 
(enemies.^. 

The Earl answered not, but, taking Peveril by 
the arm, led him up a winding stair to his own 
apartment, and from thence into a projecting 
turret, where, amidst the roar of wa\^ and sea- 
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news^ clang, he held with him the following coDi* 
versation : — 

<^ Feveril, it is well I looked into these war* 
rants. My mother queens it at such a> rate as 
may cost me not only my crown, whidi I 'care 
little for, but perhaps my head, which, though 
others may think httle of, I would feel it an in*, 
convenience to be deprived of.^ 

** What on earth is the matter?^ said Peveril, 
with considerable anxiety. 

" It seems,'' smd the Earl of Derby, " that. 
Old England, who takes a frolicsome brain-fever 
once every two or three years, for the benefit of 
her doctors, and the purification of the torpid le- 
thargy brought on by peace and prosperity, is now 
gone stark staring mad on the subject of a real or 
supposed Popish Plot. I read one progn^m on 
the subject, by a fellow called Oates, and thought* 
it the most absurd foolery I ever perused. But 
that cunning fellow Shaftesbury, and some.olhers^ 
amongst the great ones, have taken it up, and 
are driving on at such, a rate as makes l^rness^ 
crack, and horses smoke for it* The King, who 
has sworn. never to kiss the pillow his. father. 
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wnt to skep* mi^ tempMMi end gives wsj to 
the current ; the Duke of York, suspected and 
h«lKd on ftocount of his religion, is libout to be 
driyen to the ccmtinent $ tevend principal C»« 
tbolic iioUcft are in the Tower already^ and the 
nation^ like a bull at Tutburj-'nuining) is perse- 
cuted with ao many inflammatc^ raraouri and 
pesul^it pamphlets, that she has cocked her tJQl,^ 
flung tip h&[ hcds» taken the Int betwbrt h^ 
teeth, and is as furiously utunanageablc at in the 
yew 1642.'' 

^* AU this yoi» nftust have known already/^ 
said Pevtril ; ^^ I wmider you told me not of 
new# so important^ 

<< It would have taken king to tdl/* said the 
EatU ^^ moreover) I desired to hasve jimsolugf 
thirdly^ I was about to speak when my mother 
entered ; and, to coneludey it w^ no banness of 
nujie. But these dispatdkes of my politic mo« 
tberV private oorxespoodent pat a new £ioe on. 
the whole matter ; lor it seems some of the hu 
fbrmera^-'-a trade which, having become a thri* 
ving (me, is now pursued by many**-4]iEive dared 
to glance at the Countess herself as an agent ia 
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iku laaie plotM-^y, and hanre found those Uuit 
lire iriUiiig enough to belieme their report*^ 

<* On nuhe faonour^^ said Pevcril, ^ you both 
take it with great ooolneM. I think the Coant^ 
Ml the flidtt eomixxned of the tWo $ toir, exoept 
her moyement hither, she exhibited no mark of 
Bbntfy -and moteipretf ampsed no way more an. 
Kiom toitonuDunioate'the matter to your lordship 
than decency rendered necessary.^ 

*' My gbod mother^^ said the Eatl^ «« loves 
pcfvrer^ though it has opst her dear, I wish I 
oouid truly say. that my n^lect of buriuess is 
enjkirely assumed in order to leave it in best handsy 
but that better motive combines with natural in- 
dolence. . But she seems to have feared I should 
not tbiidc exactly hke her in this emeif^ney, and 
Ae ^mut right in suppoeing soJ" 

'^ How comes the emergenqr upon you?^ said 
JttHan ; ^' and what form does the danger as* 
sume?^ 

<< ICany, thus it is,^ said the Earl : <' I need 
not bid you remaober the affair of Colonel Cbris- 
tion* That man^ besides Us widow^ who is pos* 
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sessed of large property-— Dame Chrislian oi 
Eirk-Truagh, whom you have often beard of, 
and perhaps seen — ^left a brother called Edward 
Christian^ whom you neyer saw at alL Now this 
brother-^ut I dare say you kfiow all sJix>ut 
it" 

*^ Not I, on my honour," said PeveriL; ^-ym 
know the Countess seldom or never aUudea io 
the subject." 

" Why," replied the Count, " I beheve mher 
heart she is something ashamed of that gallant 
act of royalty and supreme jurisdietion, the oon«- 
sequences of which maimed my estate so crueiiy.^^^ 
Well, couffln, this same Edward Christian was 
one of the deemsters at the time, and, naturally 
enough, was unwillii^ to.concur in. the sentence 
which adjudged his /sirde tjp be shot like a dog; 
My mother, who was.then in l%h force, andnot 
to.be controlled by.any one,.would.haveserTed 
the deemster with the same sauce with whichisbe 
dressed his brother, had.be not been wiseenoE^h 
to fly from. the island.. Since that. time, the thing 
has slept on all hands ;. and though.. we knew* 

6 
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that Deemster Christian made occasionally secret 
visits to his friends in the island, along with two 
or three other Puritaps of the same stamp, and 
particularly a priok-eared rogue, called Bridge- 
north, yet my mother, thank Heaven, has hi. 
therto had the sense to con!)iye at them, though, 
for some reason or other, she Isolds- this Bridge- 
north in especial disfavour.^ 

" And why,'' said Peveril, forcing himself to 
speak, in order to conceal the very unpleasant 
surprise which he felt, *^ why does the Countess 
now depart from so prudent a line of conduct ?^ 

^' You must know the case is now different. 
The rogues are not satisfied with toleration— 4hey 
would have supremacy. They have found friends 
in the present beat of the popular mind. My 
mother^s name, and especially that of her con* 
fessor, Aldrick the Jesuit, has been mentioned 
in this beautiful maze of a plot, which, if any 
such at all exists, she knows as little of as yOu 
or I. However, she is a Catholic, and that is 
enough ; and I have little doubt, that if the fel- 
lows could seize on our scrap of a kingdom here, 
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and cut all our tbroals, they irould biive ibfe 
thanks of Uks present House of Commons, jas 
(ViUin^y as oU ^hnstian had those of the Ruo^ 
for a simiUr servj^.^ 

^* From jvhence did you receive all thivs lA- 
JTormaUon P^aaid Peveril, again speaking, though 
by the sane effiint iHbicb a man nakes who talks 
in his sleep. 

*^ Aldiick has seen the Duke of York in se- 
jcret, and his Royal Highi»ess, who w^t while 
be .coofesied lus want of power to protect his 
friends — and it is no trifle will wiing tears from 
him — told him to send us information that we 
should look tq our safety, &r that Deemster 
Christian and Bridgenorih were in the island, 
with secret and severe orders t that they had- 
formed a considerable party there, and were like 
to be owned and protected in any thing they 
might undertake against us. The people of 
Bamsay and Castletown are unluckily discon*. 
tented about some new regulation of the im- 
posts; and, to tell you the truth, though I 
thought yesterday ''s sudden remove a wlum of 
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my mdtliet\ I am almost satisfied they would 
■itSLVe blockaded us ih Rashin Castle, where we 
cbuM not have held out for lack of proviaons. 
Here we are better supplied, and, as we are on 
our guard, it is likely the intended risitag will 
not take place.'" 

^^ And what is to be Aoae in this emergency F^ 
«ud t^everil. 

** That is the very question, toy gentle coz,** 
tfhsw^ed the Earl. "My mother sees but one 
way of going to work, and that is by royal au- 
thority. Here are the warrants she had pre- 
pared, to search for, take, and ap|>refaend the 
bodies of Edward Christian and Robert — ^no, 
Ralph Bridgenorth, and bring them to instant 
trial. No doubt, she would soon have had them 
in the Castle court, with a dozen of the old 
matchlocks levelled against them— that is her 
way of solving all sudden difficulties.^^ 

<^ But in which, I trust, you do not acquiesce, 
my lord,^' answered Peveril, whose thoughts in- 
stantly reverted to Alice, if they could evtr be 
said to be absent from her. 
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<^ Truly, I acquiesce in no such maitet^V said 
the Earl. *^ William Christianas death cost me 
a fair half of my inheritance. I have no fancy 
to fall under the displeasure of my royal bro- 
ther. King Charles, for a new escapade of the 
same kind. But how to pacify my mother, I 
know not I would the insurrection would take 
place, and then, as we are better provided than 
they can be, we might knock the knaves on the 
head ; and yet, since they began the fray, we 
should keep the law on our side.** 

" Were it not better,^ ssid Peveril, ^* if by 
any means these men could be induced to quit 
the island P"" 

. « Surely,'* replied the Earl ; " but that will 
be.no easy matter — ^they are stubborn on princi- 
ple, and empty threats will not move them. This 
storm-blast in London is wind in their sails, and 
they will run their length, you may depend on 
it I have sent orders, however, to dap up the 
Manx-men upon whose assistance they depended, 
imd if I can find the two worthies themselves, 
here are sloops enough in the harbour—- 1 will 
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take the freedom to send them on a pretty dis- 
tant voyage, and I hope matters will be settled 

• > 

before they return to give an account of it.'* 

At this moment a soldier belonging to the gar- 
rison approached the two young men, with many 
bows and tokens of respect. " How now, friend P'' 
said the Earl to him. " Leave off thy courtesies, 
and tell thy business.^ 

The man, who was a native islander, answer, 
ed in Manx, that he had a letter for his honour. 
Master Julian Peveril. Julian snatched the bii. 
let hastily, and asked whence it came. 

** it was delivered to him by a young woman,** 
the soldier replied, ^^ who had given him a piece 
of money to deliver it into Master Peveril's own 
hand.'' 

" Thou art a lucky fellow, Julian,"** said the 
Earl. " With that grave brow of thine, and thy 
diaracter for sobriety" and early wisdom, you^ 
set the girls a^wooing, without waiting till they 
are asked ; whilst I, their drudge and vassal, 
waste both language and leisure, without getting 
a kind word or look, far less a billet-doux.'' 
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This the young Earl said with a smile of con- 
scious triun>pb, as in fact he valued himself not* 
a little upon the interest which he supposed. him. 
self to possess in the fair sex* 

Meanufhile the letter impressed on Peveril k. 
different train of thoughts from what hisoompiw 
nion apprehended. It was in Alioe^s hand, and- 
contained these few words :— ^ 

'< I fear what I am going ta do is wrong ; but 
I must see you. Meet me at noon at God« 
dard Grovan^a Stoo^ with as iifu«h secresy as 
you may.'* 

The letter was. signed only with the initials A. 
B. ; but Julian had no difficulty in re^ogniaing 
the band-writing, which he had often seen, and 
which was remarkably beautiful. He stood bus* 
pended, for he saiv the difficulty and impropriety 
of withdrawing himsdf from th^ Countess and 
his friend at this moment of impending danger ; 
and yety to n^ect this invitation was noli to 
be thought o£ He. paused in the utmost p^- 
plexity. 

<< Shall I read your riddle ?^ said tb9 £arl. 

8 



<< Oo ithdte l6ve calls foii^t ^l mftke an ex* 
cu8e to ihy mother-i^fily, ihttst graVe aUblioritev 
be hei^after more ihdUlgeMtr to tbe fcefin^ of 
otbei^ than jou Htire bifreii' HitUeilo, atid blas- 
pheme not the power of the little deity ."^ 

•« Nay, but C6Mn Derby ?• said Peveril, 

and stepped shoit) for he really l^nei^ not what to- 
say; Secured himself by a'Virtubiift passidh frbte- 
tbecontagibu^influeii^edf the time, he had seen- 
with regret hisnoWe kinsmafrimiriglemor^ iiv 
its iltegi^larities than h^ sl|)ptoved of, itnd had 
sometimes played thd^ part' of a monitor. Cir-t 
cumstatices seemed atpresieDt'td give thtf. Earl a 
right of ^retaliation. He^ kept his ey e flied on iJ}^ 
friend; as if h^ wfaike'd till 'he fihould cdtb|3flete Ul^ > 
sentence, and at length eidaintedl" What^ dou^- 
sin, quite ct-leb-triori ! O^ most jadJeidusJcdran ! 
O, BOfotet pre<^e Pevetil ! hare you b^tdwed'ao 
mtieh' wisdom on iht that you have non^ leftibr 
yourself? Com^, be frank — tell lAe ifame a&l' 
place-M>r say 'but the colour of' the eyes of the 
most emphatic she— or do but let m^ hiaTethe 
pleasure \6 let me bearthee say; ^ I love'l'^^-cdn- 
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fess one touch of human firaiity— coi^ugate the 
verb aino, and I will be a gjentle schoolmaster^ 
and you shall haye, as father Richards used to 
say, when we were under his ferule, ^ Rceniia ex^ 

^^ Enjoy your pleasant humour at my expence, 
my lord,^ said Peveril ; ^^ I fairly will confess 
thus much, that I would fsiin, if it consisted with 
my honour and your safety, have two hours 
at my own disposal ; the mcxre especially as the 
manner in which I diall employ them may much 
concern the safety of the island.*^ 

<< Very likely, I dare say,^ answered the Earl, 
still laughing* ^^ No doubt you are sumnumed 
out by some Lady Politic Woudbe of the isle, 
to talk over some of the breast>laws ; but never 
mind-— go, and go speedily, that you may return 
a^ quick as posable. I expect no immediate 
ej^plpsioQ of this grand conspiracy. When the 
rogues see us on our guard, they will be cau- 
tious how they break out Only, once more, 
make haste.^ 

Peveril thought this last advice was not to be 
neglected ; and glad to extricate himself from 
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the raillery of his cousin, walked down towards 
the gate of the Castle, meaning to cross over to 
the village, and there take horse at the EarPs 
stables, for the place of rendezvous. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Acoito, Can die not apeak ? 

Onoald. If speech be only in accented sounda, 

Fiamed by the tongue and lipa, the makica'a domb i 

But if by quick and apprehensive loi^ 

By motion, sig^n, and glance, to give each meaning. 

Express as clothed in language, be tenn'd speeds. 

She hath that wondrous faculty ; for her eyes, 

Like the bright stars of heaven, can liold disconiae. 

Though it be mute and soundless. 

Old Play. 



At the head of the first flight of steps which 
descended towards the difficult and well-defend- 
ed entrance of the Castle of Holm-Peel, Pe- 
veril was met and stopped by the Countesses 
train-bearer. This little creature, for she was 
of the least and slightest size of womankind, 
was exquisitely well formed in all her limbs, 
which the dress she usually wore, (a green 
silk tunic, of a peculiar form) set off to the 
best advantage. Her face was darker than^ the 
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usual hue of EuropqauB ; and the profusion of 
long aqdisilkoi hair, which, when she undid the 
braids in which she commonly wore it, fell down 
almost to her ancles^ was also rather a foreign* 
attribute. Her oQuntenance resembled a most 
beautiful miniature; and there was a quickness, 
decision, and fire, in Fenella'^s look, ai>d especi* 
ally, in. her eyqsj which was probably rendered 
yet more alert and acute, because, through; the 
ipiiperfeotion of her other organs, it was only by 
s\ght tbi^t, she Qomld obtain information of what 
passed around^h^. 

The pretty mute was mistress of many little ^ 
apcpmpUsbmaats which the Countess had caused 
to be taught to.ber in opmpaasion for her forlorn 
situation, a|id which. she. learned with the most 
surprising quickmss. Tl^us, for exaB^>le, she was 
exquisitely jthe use^of the needle, and so ready and 
ingeniipiis adraughts^womian^ that, like the ancient 
Mexicaas, she sometimies made a hasty sk^^eh 
wlh her pencil -the means of conTejiag her ideasi 
either by direct or emblematical representations 
Above aU^ in the art of ornamental writings 
much studied at that period^ FencUa was so 
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great a proficient, as to rival the fame of Messrs 
Snow, SheUey, and other masters of the pen, 
whose copy-books, preserved in the libraries of 
the curious, still shew the artists smiling on the 
frontispiece in all the honours of flowing gowns 
and full-bottomed wigs, to the eternal glory of 
caligraphy. 

The little maiden had, besades these accom- 
plishm^its, much ready wit and acuteness of in- 
tellect. With Lady Derby, and with the two 
young gentlemen, she was a great favourite, and 
used much freedom in conver^g with them, by 
means of a system of signs which had been 
gradually established amongst them, and which ^ 
served all ordinary purposes of communication. 

But, though happy in the indulgence and fa- 
vour of her mistress, from whom indeed she was 
seldom separate, Fenella was by no means a fa- 
vourite with the rest of the household. In fact, 
it seemed that her temper, exasperated perhaps 
by a sense of her misfortune, was by no means 
equal to her abilities. She was very haughty 
in her demeanour, even towards the upper do- 
mestics, who in that establishment were of a 
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inuGh higher rank and better birth than in the 
families of the nobility in general. These often 
complained, not only of her pride and reserve, 
.but of her high and irascible temper and vindic- 
tive disposition. Her passionate propensity had 
been indeed idly encouraged by the young men, 
and particularly by the £arl, who sometimes amu- 
sed himself with teazing her, that he might enjoy 
.the various singular motions and murmurs by 
which she expressed her resentment Towards 
him, these were of course only petulant and 
whimsical indications of pettii^ anger.. But 
when she was angry with others of inferior de- 
gree-^before whom she did not control her- 
self — ^the expression of her passion, unable to 
display itself in language, had something even 
frightful, so singular were the tones, contortions, 
and gestures, to which she had recourse. The 
lower domestics, to whom she was liberal almost 
jbeyond her apparent means, observed her with 
much deference and respect, but much more 
Crom fear than from any real attachment; for 
the caprices of her temper displayed themselves 
even in her gifts ; and those who most frequently 
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Aared her bounty, seemed by no mefuis assared 
of the benevolence of the motives which ifictated 
her Hberelity. 

All these peculiarities led to a conclusion con- 
sonant with Manx supersution. Devout believers 
ki all the legends of fairies- so dear to the Celdc 
tribes, the Manx people held it for certainty that 
the elves were in the haUt of carrying off mor- 
tal children before baptism, and leaving in the 
cradle of the new-born babe one of their own 
brood, which was almost always imperfect in 
some one or other of tibe organs proper to^hu- 
manity. Such a being they conceived FeneUa 
to be ; and the smaliness of her size, her dark 
complexion, her long locks of silken hair, the 
singularity of her manners and tones, as well as 
the caprices of her temper, were to their think- 
ing all attributes of the irritable, fickle, and 
dangerous race from which they supposed her to 
be sprung. And it seemed, that although no 
jest appeared to crfTend her mo^ than when 
Lord Derby called her in sport the Elfin Queen, 
or otherwise alluded to her supposed connexion 
with " the pigmy folk,** yet still her perpetually 
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^fteAng to wear the .colour of gretn, profwr to 
^the £^es, as well as some other pecuiiaritiet, 
seemed voluntarily assumed by her, in order to 
-oountenanoe the superstition,. perhaps because it 
gave her mcnre authority aaumg the lower afder^, 
JAanj were the tales circulated respectiog the 
'Countesses Elf, as Fenella was curreiUly call- 
ed in the island; and the malcontents of the 
stricter persuasion were oonvinced, that no one 
but a Papist and a mdignant would have kept 
near her pei^oo a creature of such doubtful 
oiigin. They conceived that Fenella^'s deafness 
and dumbness were only towards those of this 
world, and that she had been heard talking, and 
singing, and laughing, most elvishly, with the in- 
visibles of her own race. They alleged, also, that 
she had a Double, a sort of apparition resembling 
her, which slept in the Countesses anti-room, or 
bore her train, or wrought in her cabinet, while 
the real Fenella joined the song of the mer* 
maids on the moonlight sands, or the dance of the 
fairies in the haunted valley of Glenmoy, or on the 
heights of Snawfell and Barool. The centinels, 
too, would have sworn they had seen the little 
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maiden trip past them in their solitary night* 
.walks, without their having it in their power to 
dbaUenge her, any more than if they had been 
as mute as herself. To all this mass of absurdi- 
.ties the better informed paid no more attention 
than to the usual idle exaggerations of the vulgar, 
which so frequently connect that which is unu- 
•^ual with what is supernatural 

Such, in form and habits, was the little female, 
who, holding in her hand a small old-fashioned 
ebony rod, which might have passed for a divi- 
ning wand, confronted Julian on the top of the 
flight of steps which led down the rock from the 
Castle^court. We ought to observe, that as Ju- 
Jian'^s manner to the unfortunate girl had been 
always gentle, and free from those teazing jests 
in which his gay friend indulged, with less 
regard to the peculiarity of her situation and 
feelings; so Fenella, on her part, had usually 
shewn much greater deference to him than to 
any of the household, her mistress, the Countess, 
always excepted. 

On the present occasion, planting horself in 
the very midst of the narrow descent, so as to 



make it unpom^e for FevcvU to pftta by lia*^ 
ftbe proceeded to put him to tlie questibn by A 
mAkB ci gestures, vjueh we will enidenvour tf 
describe* She commenced by ezteiujingberliand 
slightly^ accomj^nied with the sharp inquisitive 
look which served b^r aa a note of ^itecrogatioil. 
Thia w»8 Bleaiit a& an iiiqi|iry if he was goiiig>to 
a distance. Jufian, in xeply» extended hia aria 
iftore than half, to indmate that the di^taneeiwds 
cGoimdeisabk, Pi^della looked grave, shook hef 
head, apidjpointed totibe Countesai'swiiidow^whic^ 
was visib^£roD3ithie spot.wh^rathey stood.. Pe^ve^ 
ril smiled, and nodded, to iiitimate tbdre wi^ mi 
dangerai|L qiutting her mistress for a sheet space. 
The little maidki next touehed an e^^gle^a fea- 
ther wihteh dbe wore in her hair^ a sign ^hidi 
she usually enployed to designa|t^ the ^ Bacl^ 
and ihfia looked inq^nffltively at Julian imch 
more, as if to say, '^<droes'hewi<3^yotf ?^^ Fevetffl 
shook his hei|d, 4md, somewhat wearied fay thesb 
interoagatpries, snuled, and ipade an e&ivt tb 
pass. Fenelkt fit>wned, struck the end of her 
ebony rod p^penxSlG^lariy on the gxguod, and 
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1^^ dieok'lMr Iimd> 4is if oppoing Us dqpuu 

tare. But findiDg that JuUato pefievered in fait 

fMupofley flhe suddenly assumed anotker luid a 

mikleraiaody heldihim bjr tlie skirt of bis doak 

nitk one hand, and raised the other in an implo^ 

nag attitiidf, whilst erery fieatuie of her lively 

coimtenanee was composed imo die like cxpieso 

oon of supplication ; and the tape of the Jaige 

dark ey«a^ which seemed in general so keea and 

piercing bs almost to oirer^auimata the little 

sphere to which they bekmged, seemed quend^ 

edf for the •moment^ in the large. dit^ whsdi 

knngon her long eje-lashes, hot without fidling* 

Julian Pevreril was far fiom being Yoid of 

ajrmpadiy towards the poor ^rl, whose motures 

in opposii^ Us departure seemed to he her. af» 

fiBebonats apprehension for her mistiess^s safety^ 

He endeavoured to reassure her by smiles, and at 

the same, time, by «uch signs as be could devise^ 

to intimate that there was no danger, «ad tbait 

ke would return presently ; and having succoedp 

ed in extiicating lus doak frem her grasp, and 

in passing her on the stair, he b^an to deacend 
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die 8t^ AB speedily afl he amid, itt oiticv to avoU 
ftnrth^ hiiportuiiity. 

But with activity much greater than his, the 
cfttttib maiden hastened to intercept bim, and 
cmeceed^' by liirowing herself, at the imiai<L 
nent riiSk of life and limb, a second time into 
the pa»8 which he was descending, so as to inter- 
nupt bis purpose. In order to achieve thi% tbe 
was obliged to let herself drop a oonsiderable 
btight from the wall of a small flanking bat- 
tery, where two small pat^ereeswere placed 10 
scour the pass, in case eny >eneii7 eould h«fe 
mounted so high. Julian had scarce time to 
shudder at her purpose, as he beheld her about 
to spring from the parapet, ere, like a tfiing ci 
gossamer, she stood light and uniigmted on the 
rocky platform below. He endeavoured, by the 
gravity 6f his look and gesture, to make her un- 
derstand how much he blamed her rashness ; but 
die reproof, though obviously quite intdOigiUe, 
was entirely thrown away. A hasty wave of her 
hand intimated how she contemned the danger 
and the remonstrance ; while, at the same time, 
she instantly resumed, with more eagerness than 
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befine, the emrhebt and impr^^ve gestures by 
which she endeavoured to. d^iain him in %h^ 
fortress. 

Julian was somewhat sta^oed by her p^!^ 
nadtj. '^ la it posable,^ he tfaouj^t, ^ that any 
danger can approach the Countess, of which this 
poor maiden has, by the extreme acutoiess of 
h&r observ»ddn, obtained knowledge which has 
escaped others ?^ 

He signed to Fenella haslSy to give him tht 
tablets and the penal which die usually earned 
with her^ and wrote on them the questiop, << Is 
there danger near to your mistress, that you thw 
slop me ?'* 

^ There is danger around the Countess,^ wa^ 
the answer lUBtanldy : written down ; ^< but theie 
is much moKe in your own purpose.^ 

*f How ?~what ?— what Itnow you of my 
purpose?* said Julian^ forgetting,, in his surpise, 
that the party he address had neither ear to 
ooimiprehend, nor Toice to rqdy to uttered lan- 
guage. She had regained her book in the meau- 
.time, and sketched, with a ra{»d pencil, on one of 
the leaves, a scene wUch she shewed to Juliw. 



V 
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To his infinite mijirpride he recognized Goddard: 
Croniian^6 stone^ a rematkabte monument, of 
which she faa:d ^vett the outline with sufficient 
accuracy ; together with a male and female 
figure, which, though only indicated by a few 
slight touches of the pencil, bore yet, be thought, 
some resemblance to himself and Alice Bridge- 
north. 

When he had gazed on the sketch for an in« 
stant with surprise, Fi^nella took the book fromr 
his hand, laid her finger upon the drawing, and 
slowly and sternly shook her head, with a frown 
which seemed to prohibit the meeting which was 
th^re represented. Julian, however, though dis- 
concerted, was in no shape disposed to submit to 
the authority of his monitress. By whatever means 
6he, who so seldom stirred from the Countesses 
apcfftmentf had become acquainted with a secret 
which he thought entirely his own, he iesteemed 
it the more necessary to keep the appointed ren- 
dezvous, that he might learn from Alice, if pos- 
idble, how the secret had transpired. He had 
also formed the intention of seeking out Bridge^ 
north ; entertaining an idea that a person so rea- 
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flcmable and calm as he bad shewn bimdelf in thar 
late conference, might be persuaded, when he un» 
derstood that the Countess was aware rf hiis in* 
trigues, to put an end to her danger and his own, 
by withdrawing from the island. And could he 
succeed in this point, he should at once, he 
thought, render a material benefit td the father 
of his beloved Alice— remove the Earl from his 
state of anxiety^-save the Countess from a se- 
cond time putting her feudal jurisdiction. in op. 
poation to that of the Crown of England — and 
secure quiet possession of the island to her and 
her family- 

With this- scheme of mediation in his mind, 
Peveril determined to rid himself of the oppod^ 
tion of Fenella to his departure, with less cere* 
mony than he had hitherto observed towards her ; 
and suddenly lifting up the damsel in his arms 
before she was aware of his purpose, he turned 
about, set her down on the steps above him, and 
began to descend the pass himself as speedily as 
possible. It was then^that the dumb maiden gave 
fi^ course to the vehemence of her dispootion^ 
and clappmg her hands repeatedly, expressed her 
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dt^>lea8Ufe in a sound, or rather a shriek, so ex- 
tremely dissonant, that it resembkd more the cry 
of a wild creature, than any thing which could 
hare been uttered by female organs* Peveril 
was so astounded at the sqream as it rung through^ 
the living rocks^ that he could not help stopping 
and looking back in aUarm, to satisfy himself that 
she had noC sustained some injury. He saw ber» 
however* perfectly safe, though her face seemed 
inflamed and distorted with pasaon. She stan^ 
ed at him with her foot, shook her clenched hand, 
and turning her biu^k^ upoi^ him, wilhout further 
adieu, ran up the rude steps as l^htly as a kid 
could have tripped up that rugged ascent, and 
paused for a moment at the summit of the first 
flight. 

Julian could feel nothing but wondef and oonk» 
passion for the impotent pas^on of a being so un- 
fortunately circumstanced, cut off, as it were, 
from the rest of mankind, and incapable of rtcer* 
Ting^ in childhood that moral discipline which 
teaches us mastery of 6ur wayward pasaons, ere 
yet they have attained their mmdian strength and 
violence. He waved his hand to her, in token of 



104 PS^VSBIL W tHS l%AX. 

amicable fltt^mll ; but idie oilty i^^ed by diiee 
more nf^uidfiig him wifii h^r Iktk hand dench-^* 
ed ; amd then asoehdhig tte Jroeky stmroaae with 
almost preternatural speed, was soon out of ^^ba. 
Julian, on his part, gltTe no furtheir con^dexa- 
lion to her conduct at its motiVeB, but haatening 
to the Tillage on the iljoainland, where the stabler 
of the Castle were i^ituated, he agsia look h» 
j^atfrey from the stall', and Was soon mounted 
and on his way to the appointed place of rendes- 
vous, much morrelling, as he ambled forwards 
widi speed far greater than was promised by the 
diimmiitive raze cf anidial he wais mounted on, 
#hat lx>uld have hap|)ened to jnioduce so great a 
diange in Alioe^s Conduct towards him, that in 
place of enjoining his absence as usual, or recom- 
mending his departure ftotn the island, she should 
now Toluiitiunly imite hkn to a mealing. Under 
impiesttonof tlie rariouB ddubts which succeed- 
ed eaidi other in his imagination, vhe sometimes 
{Pressed Fairy^s mdes with his 1^ ; sometimes laid 
his hdiiy rod l%htly on his nec^ ; sometimes in- 
deed him by his 'voiice, for the mettled animal 
needed neither whip nor spur, and achieved the 
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distance betwixt the Castle of Holm-peel and the 
stone at Goddard CroTan, at the rate of twelve 
miles within the hour. 

The monumental stone, derigned to comme- 
morate some feat of an ancient King of Man, 
which had been long forgotten, was erected on 
the side of a narrow and lonely valley, or rather 
glen, secluded from observation by the steepness 
of its banks, upon a projecti<m of which stood 
the tall, shapeless, solitary rock, frowning, like 
a shrouded giant^ over the brawling of the small 
rivulet which watered the ravine. 
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CHAPTER V. 

This a leve-meeting ? See the nuudca moonis. 
And the sad smtor boids his looks on earth. 
There's more h«di |iast befevcea them Uiatt Wongs 
To Love's sweet sorovs. 

OldTUy. ' 

As he approached the monument of Goddard 
Crovan, Julian cast many an anxiois glance to 
see whether any ohject visible besdde the huge 
grey stone should apprize him, whether he was 
antidpated, at the appointed place of rendez* 
vous, by her who had named it. Nor was it 
long before the flutter of a mantle, which the 
breeze slightly waved, and the motion necessary 
to replace it upon the wearer^s shoulders, made 
him aware that Alice had already reached their 
place of meeting. One instant set the palfrey at 
fiberty, with slackened girths and loosened reins, 
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to ^ck ita own way through the dell at will ; 
another placed Julian Peveril by the side of 
Alice Bridgeiiorth. 

That Alice should extend her hand to her 
lover, as with the atioar of a young greyhound 
he bounded over the obslacles' of the rugged 
path, was as natural as thai Julian, seizing oa 
the hand so kindly stretched: out, should devour 
it with kisses, and, for a moment or two, with- 
out reprehension ; while the other hand, which 
should have aided in the liberation of its fellow, 
served to hide the blushes of the fair owner. 
But Alice, young as she was, and- attached to 
Julian by such long habits of kindly intimacy, 
still knew well how to subdue the tendency of 
her own treacherous affections. 

"This is not right,'' she said, extricating her 
hand from Julian's grasp, " this is not right, 
Julian. If I have been too rash in admitting 
such a meeting as the present, it is not you that 
should make me sensible of my folly.'' 

Julian Peveril's mind had been early illu« 
mined wkh that touch of romantic £re which 
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deprives padsion of selfishness, and confers ou te 
the high and refined tone of generous and disin*' 
terested devotion. He let go the hand of Alice 
with as much respect as he could have paid to 
that of a princess ;- and when she seated hersdf 
upon a rocky fragment, over wliieh nature had 
stretched a cushion of moss and lidien, inters 
spersed with wild flowers, backed with a bush 
of copsewood, he took his -place besde her, in« 
deed, but at such distance aS to intimate the 
duty of an attendant, who was there only to 
hear and to obey. Alice Bridgenorth became 
more assured as die observed the power which 
she possessed over her lover; and the self-com- 
mand which Peveril exhibited, which other dam- 
sels in her situation might have judged iHcon^^ 
idstent with intensity of passion, die appreciated 
more justly, as a proof of his respectftil and dis* 
interested rinoerity. She recovered, in addressi. 
ing him, the tone of confidence which rather be- 
longed to the scenes of their early acquaintance, 
than to those which had passed betwixt them 
nnce Peveril bad disclosed his affection, and 
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thereby had brought resttaint upon their inters 
course. 

' *' Julian,"^ she said, ^* your "^it of yesterday 
— *your most ill-timed visit, has distressed me 
much. It has misled my father — it has eudaiw 
gered you. At all risks, I resolved that you, 
should know this, and blame me not if I have 
taken a bold and imprudtot step in desiring thia 
solitary interview, since you are aware how little 
poor Deborah is'to be trusted.'" 

^^;Can you fear misconstruction from me, 
Alice ?** replied Peveril, warmly ; " from me, 
whom you have thus highly favoured— thus 
deeply obliged ?* 

'^ Cease your protestations, JuUan,^ answered 
thie maiden, ** they do but make me the more 
sendble that X have acted over boldly. But I 
did for the best.-^— I could not see you, whom I 
have known so long — you, who say you regar4 
me irith partiality—'* 

<< Sc^ that I regard you with partiality !^ in- 
terrupted Peveril in his turn. <^ Ah, Alice, 
what a cold and doubtful phrase you have used 
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to express the most •devoted, tke mok rinceM 
affection !^ 

<< WelU theB,"* fildd Alice, sadly, ^ we will 
not qoanvl about words ; but do not again in* 
temipt me. — ^I could not, I say, see you, who, I 
bdteve, regard me with mnc^« though rain and 
fruidess attachment, rush blindfdd into a snare, 
deceived and seduced by those yery fedings Uyi 
wards me.** 

*^ I understand you not, Alice,** said Peve- 
111 ; <' nor can I see any danger to whicii I am 
at present exposed. The sentiments which your 
father has expressed towards me, are 6l a na- 
ture irreconcileable with hostile purposes. If 
he is not offended with the bold wishes I may 
have formed, mid his whole behaviour shews the 
contrary, I know not a man on earth from whom 
1 have the least cause to apprehend any danger 
or iU win.'* 

** My father,'' said AJice, *^ means well by 
his country, and well by you ; yet I sometimes 
fear he may rather injure than serve his good 
cause ; and still more do I dread, that in attempt- 
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iqg to engi^ you as $sa auxiliasy, fae fbigets 
those ties which ou^t to bind you, and I am 
sure whidi will bind you, to a different line of 
conduct from Us own.^ 

<^ You lead me into still deeper darkness, 
Alice,^ answered Peveril. ** That your father'^s 
e^tecnl line of politics differs widely from mine, 
I know well ; but how many instances have oc- 
curred, even during the bloody scenes of civil 
warfare, of good and worthy men laying the pre* 
judioe of party affections aside, and regarding 
each other with respect, and even with friendly 
attachment, without b^ng false to princifde on 
either side ?^ 

^* It may be so,^ said Alice ; ^^ but such is 
not the league which my father desires to form 
with you, and that to which he hopes your mis- 
placed partiality towards his daughter may af- 
ford a motive for your forming with him.^ 

<< And what is it,^ said Peveril, ^< which I 
would refuse, with such a prospect before me ?^ 

*^ Treachery and dishonour T replied Alice ; 
<^ whatever would render you unworthy of the 
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pDcyr. booEi ai which you «mr«M|y> ware it move 
worthies* than I oanfetti it to he«'* 

^' Would your father^" sfiid Tww!k as be 
unwillingly received the iiBfireaBion wU(^ Alice 
defiigAed to conrey, — ^* wxMild he, whoae views of 
duty are fo strict and severe— would he wish to 
involve me m aught, to which such harsh epi* 
thets as treachery sod dishonour c^ be a|iplie4 
with the slightest shadow of truth ?^ 

^^ Do not mistake me^ Julian,^ replied the 
maideu ; ^^ my father is incapable of requesting 
aught of you that is not to hia thinking just and 
honouraUe; nay, he ccmo^ves that he only ohdnMi 
from you a debt, which is due as a creature to. the 
Crdfttor, and a^ a man to your fdlowmien.^ * 

f ' So guarded, where oaii lie the danger of 
our intercourse ?^ replied Julian. ^' If he be r». 
4Gttilved to require, and I determined to accede to^ 
nothing save what flows £nom ooBvictioii^ whal 
harre I to fear, Alice ? and how is my inter- 
course with your father dangerous ? Brieve not 
so.; his speech has already made impression on 
me in scnne particulars, and be listened with 



candour aad' patience to the objecitonft n^ch if 
made occaeaonaUy. You do Master Bridg^ort^ 
less than justice in 6oilfbbiidmg him iviik ihi 
unreasonable bigots in poKcy and rdigion^ ^hd 
can listen i» no at^uitent Biit #fattt fiiv6urs'd!i^if 
own pifepoasesnotli.'^ ' 

^< Julian,'' repKed ASce, « it is you wfad liiii^ 
judge my father's pd#e^, and his pui^bs^ wiflf 
respect to you, alid who oveiMte yodr own 
powers of renMMcis. I am but a girl, but 1 
hkre been taught by drcum^tances to think for 
niys^ and to consider the character at thos^ 
who are i»hound me. My father's views in ecde^' 
siastical and civil policy, are as dear to him as^ 
the life Whkfa he cherishes only to advance them. 
They have been, ^ith little alteration. His cbo^- 
pankmS through life. They btought him at bnef 
period into prosperity, ahd when they suited' not? 
die timefii> he suffered for having held them.' 
They have become not only a part, but the very 
dearest part, of his existence. If he shews them 
not to you at £rst, in the inflexible strength 
which they have acquired over hiff hiind, do not 
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bdieve that they are the less poweifuL He who 
desires to mal^e convertsy must, be^n by degrees. 
But that he should sacrifice to an inexperienced 
young man, whose ruling )notiye he will t^m 
a childish passion, any part of those treasured 
principles which he has maintained through good 
repute and bad repute— O, do not dream of such 
an impossibility ! If you meet at all, you must 
be the wax, he the seal — you must rec^ve-^e 
must bestow an absolute impresdon.^ 

^' That,^ said Peveril. ^' were unreasonable. 
I will frankly avow to you, Alice, that I am not 
a sworn bigot to the opinions entertained by my 
father, much as I respect his person. I would 
that our Cavaliers, or whatsoever they are jdeased 
to call themselves, would have some more char 
rity towards those who differ from thepi in 
Church and State. But to hope that I would 
surrender the principles in which I have lived, 
were to suppose me capable of deserting my be- 
nefactress, and breaking the heart of my pat* 
rents.**^ 

^< Even so I judged of you ; and, therefore, 
I asked this interview, to conjure that you will 

10 
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breiak off all intercourse with our famiiy-^4ietum 
to your parents — or, what wiH be much safer, 
visit the continent once more, and abide till Grod 
sends better days to England, for these are black 
with nmny a storm.^ 

: '^ And can you bid me go, Alice P^ said the 
young man, taking her unresisting hand ; '^ can 
you bid me go, and yet own an interest in my 
fate?— Can you bid me, for fear of dangers, 
which,' as a man, as a gentleman, and a loyal 
one,' I am bound to shew my face to, meanly 
abandon my parents, my friends, my country- 
suffer the existence of evils which I might lud 
to prevent, forego the prospect of doing such 
Jittle good as might be in my power — ^fall from 
an'active and honourable station, into the condi- 
tion of a fugitive £tnd time-server-^an you bid 
me do all this, Alice ? Can you bid me do ail 
this, and, in the same breath, bid farewell for 
ever to you and happiness .%— It is impossible— 
I cannot surrender at once my love and my ho. 
nour,** 

" There is no remedy,** said Alice, but she 
could not suppress a sigh while she said 
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^ there is ir> remedy^^none whatever. What 
we iBight have been to eadi other, placed in 
laoTiB fovciniable circumstaiices, it avails not td 
think of Doir ; and, drcumstanced as we are, 
with open war about to break out betwixt ou^ 
parents and friends, we can be but well-wishers 
«>*nQoId and distant welL-wishers, who must part 
QJOi this spot, and at this hour, never to meet 
again.^ 

^^ No, hy Heaven !^ said Peveril, animated 
1^ ihe same time by his own fedings, and hj 
the sight c{ the emotions which his compamon 
in vain endeavoured to suppress,***^* No, by 
J^fLven !" he exclaimed, " we part not-«-Alioe^ 
we part not. If I am to leave my native land, 
jou shall be my companion in my exile. What 
have ypu tplose? — ^Whom have you to aban- 
dpn P— Your father ?-— The good old cause, as 
ilt is termed, is dear^ to him than a thousand 
daughters; and setting him aside, what tie is 
there betiween ycvk and this barren isle— between 
my Alice and any spot of the British dominions, 
where her Julian does not sit. by her ?'' 

^^ Qbt Julian,^^ answered the maiden, <^ i^y 
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make my duty more painful by vinemory pro- 
jects, wUcb you ought not to name, or I to listen 
to ? — Your parentflk-^my fiither-*-4t cannot be !" 
'< Fear bdI for my parents^ Alke,^ replied 
Julian, and pressing close ta Us companioi/0 
side, he yentured to throw, bis arm around her ; 
^' they love me, and tfaey will floow learn to lore 
lo Alice, the only being on earth It^ho oould 
have I'endered their son happy. And for your 
own father, when State and Church intrigues 
allow. him to bestow a thought upon yQU,'wiU 
he not think, that your happiness^j^uv stMturity, 
is better cared for when* you are nij ^mk^ than 
wei^ you to continne. under the mercemnry 
charge of yomler foolidi woman ? What oould 
his pride desire better for you^ than the esta^ 
bUshment which will one day be to&n^? .Come 
then, Alice, and sinoa you jcond^mnjineKlD 1)a<» 
nishment — nnce you deny me. a share in.thoie 
stirring achievements which are about toiag^tato 
Bn^and-— come ! do. you, £op you only can, do 
ypu reoon^ile me:ti[> e^oleaad inactilan^ .and gure 
happiness to one, who, for your sake, isinUfi 
to Twga, honour,'' 
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<^ It cannot — ^it cannot be,^ said Alice, faulter* 
ing as she uttered her negative. <' And yet,^ 
she said, ^* how many in my place— kft alone 
and unprotected, as I am-:— But I must not — I 
must not-— for your sake, Julian, I must not^ > 

'* Say not for my sake you must not, Alice,^ 
said Peveril, eagerly ; ^^ this is adding insult to* 
cruelty. If you will do aught for my sake, yoa 
will say yes ; or you will sufFer this dear head to 
drop on my shoulder-*the slightest sign^-tbe 
moving of an eye-lid, shall ngnify consent. All 
shall be prepared within an hour; within an- 
other, the priest shall unite us; and within a 
third, we leave the isle behind us, and seek our 
fortunes on the continent^ But wbile he spoke, 
in joyful antidpation of the consent which he 
implored, Alice found means to collect together 
her resolution, which, staggered by the eager- 
ness of her lover, the impulse of her own affec- 
tion, and the singularity of her situation,-— seem- 
ing, in her case, to justify what would have been 
most blameable in another^— liad more than half 
abandoned her. 

The result of a moment^s deliberation was fa- 
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tal to Julianas proposal. Sbe extricated herself 
from the arm which had pressed her to his side 
— arose, and repelling his attempts to approach 
or detain her, said, with a simplicity not unmin- 
gled with dignity, " Julian, I always knew 1 
risked much in inviting you to this meeting ; but 
I did not. guess that I could have been so cruel 
both to you and to myself, as to suffer you to dis-i 
cover what you have to-day seen too plainly-* 
that I love you better than you love me. But 
since you do know it, I will shew you that Alice^ 
love is disinterested — She will not bring an igna^ 
ble name into your ancient house. If hereafter 
in your line there should arise some who may 
think the claims of the hierarchy too exorbitant, 
the powers of the crown too extensive, men shall 
not say these ideas w^e derived from Alice 
Bridgenorth, their whig grand-dame.^ ' 

** Can yoii speak thus, Alice ?^ said her lover. 
<' Can you use such expressions? and are you 
not sensible that they* shew plainly it is your own 
pride, not regard for me, that nifakes you liesist 
the happiness of bodi ?^ 
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, *^ Nol 8(^ Julian ; 9pt SQ^^ anairered Alice^inth 
j^c^rs in her eyes ; ^ it is the coqimand of duty 
to us both—of duty^ which we cannot transgress 
]iirithout risking our hapjuness here and hereafter, 
^^ink what I, the cause of all| should feel, when 
your father frowns, your mother weeps, your no- 
^e fr^ds stand aloof^ and you, even you your- 
8^, shall have made the painful discovery, that 
you have inqi^red the oHitenipt and resentment 
of |dl to satisfy a boyish pasdon ; and that the 
pqor beauty^ ooqe sufficient to mislead you, was 
gradually declining under the influence of g^rief 
and vexation. This I wUl not risL I see dis- 
tinc^y it is best we should here break cff and 
p^rt; ^ffd I thank God, who gives loe light 
enough to perceive and strei^th enoug}]^ to with* 
stjnid^ your folly ^wi^lL^Q^yown^ Ear^eU,then, 
Julian ; but ^xst take the aojemn advice which I 
c?il«^ IW bi!ib« to, import to you :-^§bnn my 
fjUherT^you cai^niol; w#U^ 19 hi^ pathp ao4 ^ ^"^ 
^1 jE^^i^cU ipi^ U^ fao#oiir. What he 4i^t^ froin 

WW^mI hp^y9ijff?W?.in^'^«^JW«a^in^ him 
in, except upon the sugg«s^; of ^ 4)]iy, 9Jf4 in* 
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Q^ntft you have forvied at comiBg ipto Isf?.^ 

*< Once nuMie, Ali^,^ fuds^ered Juli«p, <^ I 
uiid^F84iiiid; you not. If a oom^se ^f ae^oQ is 
g4)^^ it needs no vindication firom the actor's 
ia^ves-«4f bad, it can derive none.** 

^^ You caiuiot biioid me wkb your sophiatqr, 
Jnlim,^ rcfUed Ali^e jgridf^iiorth) ^^ any oaare 
^W yoii can overpower me with yoor paarion. 
Had tbe paM^rd^ ^eetisied bi^ sop tp ^ih upon 
9^7 les&groMn4 ^|i» lalth apd btAtnble obedien$;QltQ 
a divine commands9fflit» he h^A me^M^ a mm* 
d^, and not a sacr^See. In om^ k^ Uoody and 
lanienta^e wars, bow many df ew swords on either 
^d«% irom ^e ptiresl/ and mosl bonoiutihfe mo- 
th^? How jqsany firwi ^ culpsbW suggestions 
^ aiubiti<»i^ «N^£,seeki|ig, and love of plunder ? 
Y^ wbi)^ thfij mai^hied in tjK» sant^ ranka^ and 
spurred ^i? barsos. at tb9 satna tnunpet^sound, 
thie^mewQiry of tja^ f^^mi^M^i^ deiur to us as pa>- 
tw^ m )^#y»*r^feba.t. of thevs^. w^ actod on 
meap.Qi; uiw>stbgr pfw^tings, is. eUbesttxecBa* 
t^ Qir foGgsK^^. Plioe miim> l^fim jiou* av^d 
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my father — Cleave this island, whidi will be socm 
agitated by strange incidents— while you stay, be 
on your guard— -distrust every thing— be jealous 
of every one, even of those to whom it may seem 
almost impossible, firom circumstances, to attach 
a shadow of suspicion— trust not the very stones 
of the most secret apartment in Holm-Peel, for 
that which hath wings shall carry the matter.^ 

Here Alice broke off suddenly, and with a 
fmnt shriek ; for, stepjHng from behind the stunt- 
ed copse which had concealed him, her father 
stood unexpectedly before them. 

The reader cannot have forgotten that this was 
the second time in which the stolen interviews of 
the lovers had been interrupted by the unexpect- 
ed apparition of Major Bridgenorth. On this 
second occasion his couMenance exhibited anger 
mixed with solemnity, like that of the spirit to a 
ghost-seer, whom he upbraids with having ne- 
glected a charge imposed at their first meeting; 
Even his anger, however, produced no more vio* 
lent emotion than a cold sternness of manner in 
his speech and action. <^ I thank you, Alice,"^ 
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he said to his daughter, ^^ for the pains you have 
taken to traverse my designs towards this young 
man, and towards yourself. I thank you for the 
bints you have thrown out before my appearance, 
the suddenness of which alone has prevented you 
from carrying your confidence to a pitch which 
would have placed my life and that of others at 
the discretion of a boy, who, when the cause of 
God and his country is laid before him, has not 
leisure to think of them, so much is he occupied 
with such a baby-face as thine.^ Alice, pale as 
death, continued motionless, with her eyes fixed 
on the ground, without attempting the slightest 
reply to the ironical reproaches of her father. 

" And you,^ continued Major Bridgenorth, 
turning from his daughter to her lover,-— '^ you, 
sir, have well rep^d the liberal confidence which 
I placed in you with so little reserve. You I 
have to thank also for some lessons, which may 
teach me to rest satisfied with the churPs blood 
which nature has poured into my veins, and with 
the rude nurture which my father allotted to me.^^ 

<< I understand you not, &r,^ replied Julian 
Feveril, who, feeling the necessity of saying 



194 rXVfiftIL QF TfiJ*. PEAK. 

somcfthiiig^ could not^ at the momeiit, find any* 
^i^ more fitting to say. 

^ Yes, sir, I thank yoa,^ said Major Bridge* 
9orth, in die same oold sarcastic tone, '^ for ha* 
iriog shewn me that breadi of hospitality, in* 
fini^ement of good futh, aad such like peecadiL 
Idesy are not utterly Sbreigii to the mind and con* 
duct of the heic o£ & knightly house of twen^ 
deacents. it ia a great lesson to me, nr; tot 
hkherto I had thought Tnth the vulgar, that 
gentle jqsfliiners vent i^rith gentle hlood. But 
perhaps courtesy is too chivahrous a quality to 
be wasted in intercourse with a ropnd-headed fa- 
natic hke myself.^ 

^ Major Bridgenorth,^ said Juiiain, <^ what- 
ever has happened m diis interview whidi may 
have displeased you, has. been the nesult of feel* 
ings suddenly and strongly anknated by the crisis 
of the moment^-HQOthing was {Hfemeditsted.^' 

^^Not even jkiuit meetii^^ I suppose?^ replied 
Bridgenordi, in the^same oold tone. *^ You, sir^ 
wandesed. hither firom IfolniMff Bel^«>»my daughter 
stsoUed forth from theiBlael^Pott ; and chance, 
dpublfessv aasigaedyour^l ine^tiiig by^tfae stone of 
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self by no more «pologk»'i«^they «re ironfe dum 
useless.— -And you, maiden, who, in yoillr fnr of 
losing your lover, could verge on betraying wiMt 
might have cost a fadier ins life-^begom^ 1^ yout 
home. I will talk with yoU at more leisure^ and 
teach you practically those dudes wfaaoh you 
seem to have forgotten/' ^^ 

'^ On my honour, sir,^ said tTuIiatij ^ ycm 
daughter is guildess of all that can oifend you ; 
she resisted every offer which the headstrong vio- 
lence of my passion urged me to press upon her.^ 

^< And, in brief,^ said Bridgenorth, *< I am 
not to believe that you have met at this remote 
place of rendezvous by. Alice^B trpecial f^point- 
ment?^ 

Peveril knew not what to r^ly^ asid Bridge-^ 
north again sigissd n^ his hand to his daughter 
to withdraw. 

^< I obey you, father,^ said Afice, who hod' by 
this tin^e reoovered from the extremity of her 
surprise,--^'^ I obey you ; but Hearren is my wit- 
ness thati you do me more than injustice in ^us** 
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pectisg me capable of betrapii^ your secrets, 
even had it been necessary to save my own life 
or that of Julian. That you are walking in a 
dangerous path I well know ; but you do it with 
your eyes open, and are actuated by motives of 
which you can estimate the worth and value. My 
sole wish was, that this young man should not 
enter blindfold on the same perils ; and I had a 
light to warn him, since the feelings by which he 
is hood-winked had a direct reference to me.^ 

« 'Tis well, minion,'' said Bridgenorth, " you 
have spoken your say. Retire, and let me com* 
{dete the conference which you have so consider- 
ately commenced.'' 

. " I go, sir," sidd Alice.—" Julian, to you my 
last words are, and I would speak them with my 
last breath — Farewell, and caution.^ 

She turned from them, disappeared among the 
underwood, and was seen no more. 

*' A true spedmen of womankind," said her 
father, looking after her, ^^ who would ^ve the 
cause of nations up, rather than endanger a hair 
of her lover'a head.— -You, Master Peveril, doubt* 
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le^s, bold her opinion, that the best love is a safe 
love ?" 

" Were danger alone in my way/' said Peve- 
ril, much surprised at the softened tone in which 
Bridgenorth made this observation, *^ there are 
few things which I would not face to — ^to— de- 
serve your good opinion." 

^^ Or rather to win my daughter's hand,^ said 
Bridgenorth. ^^ Well, young man, one thing has 
pleased me in your conduct, though of much I 
have my reasons to complain— one thing ha>s 
pleased me. You have surmounted that bound- 
ing wall of aristocratical pride in which your fa- 
ther, and, I suppose, his fathers, remained im- 
prisoned, as in the precincts of a feudal fortress 
r-you have leaped over this barrier, and shewn 
yourself not unwilling to ally yourself with a fa- 
mily, whom your father spurns as low-bom and 
ignoble;' 

However favourably this speech sounded to« 
wards success in his suit, it so broadly stated the 
consequences of that sucpess so far as his parents 
were jconcemed, that Julian felt it in the last de- 
gree difficult to reply. At length, perceiving that 
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Mi}ar Bridgenotth seemed rebdred quietly to 
await his answer, he mustered up courage to saj^ 
<< The fieeiiqgs which I entertain towards your 
daughter, Master Bridgenofth, are of a natul^ to 
supersede many Mhi^ considerations, to which, m 
any other case, I sfatould feel it my iuty to gi^ 
the most reverential attention. I will not disguises 
from you, that my father^s prejudices against such 
a- match would be very strong ; but I devoutly 
believe they would disappear when he came to 
know the merit of Alice Bridgenorth, and to be 
senmble that she only could make his son happy.^ 

*^ In the meanwhile, you are desirous to com- 
plete the union which you propose without the 
knowledge of your parents, and take the dianoe 
of their b^ng hereafter reconciled to it ? So-I un- 
derstand from the proposal which you made but. 
lately to my dwaghter.^ 

The turns of human nature, and of human pus* 
aton, lureBo irregular and uncertain, that lihbough 
Julian had but a few minutes befc»« uiged td 
Alice a private marriage, and an elopement W 
the coBtinenty^as a measure upon whi<^ the whole 
happiness of his life depended, the proposid seem* 

IS 
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ed not to him half so delightful when stated bj 
the calm, cold, dictatorial accents of her father. 
it sounded no longer like the dictates of ardent 
i^asfiion, throwing all other considerations aside, 
but as a distinct surrender of the dignity of liis 
house to one who seemed to consider their rela^ 
tive situation as the triumph of Bridgenorth oyer 
PeTeriL He was mute for a moment, in the vain 
attempt to shape his answer so as at once to inti- 
mate acquiescence in what Bridgenorth stated^ 
and a yindication of his own regard for his pa- 
rents, and for the honour of his house. 

This delay gave rise to suspicion, and Bridge- 
north^s eye gleamed, and his lip quivered, while 
he gave vent to it.' ^' Hark ye, young man— « 
deal openly widi me in this matter, if you would 
0ot have me think you the execrable villain who 
would have seduced an unhappy girl, under pro- 
mises which he never designed to fulfil. Let me 
but suspect this, and you shall see, on the spot, 
how far your pride and your pedigree will pre- 
serve you against the just vengeance of a fa- 
ther." 

" You do me wrong,'' said Peveril**-" you do 
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ini> infinite wrong. Major Bridgenorth. I am 
incapable of the infamy which you allude to» 
The proposal I made to your daughter was as 
sincere as ever was ofiPered by man to woman. I 
only be»tatedf because you think it necessary to 
examine me so very closely ; and to possess your« 
aelf of ail my purposes and sentiments, in their 
fidlest extent, without explaining to me the ten* 
^ency of your own.** 

. ^ Your proposal, then, shapes itself thus,^ said 
Bridgenorth :-—**. You are willing to lead my 
only child into exile from her nadve country, to 
give her a claim to kindness and protection from 
your family, which joa know will be disTi^ard« 
•ed, on condition I consent to bestow her lumd 
on you, widi a fortune sufficient to have matched 
that of your ancestors, when diey had most resb- 
aon to boast of their wealth. This, young man^ 
seems no equal bargain. And yet,^ he continued, 
after a momentary pause, '^ so little do I value 
the goods of this world, that it might not be utp^ 
-terly beyond thy power to reconcile me to the 
match which you have proposed to me, however 
unequal it may appear."" 
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** Shew me but the" meand which can propU 
tiate your favour^ Major Bridgenorth,^ said Pe-» 
veril, — ** for I will not doubt that they will be 
consistent with my honour and duty,-»and you 
shall soon see how eagerly I will obey your direc- 
tions, or submit to your conditions.'*' 

** They are summed in few words,'' answered 
Bridgenorth. ^^ Be an honest man, and the friend 
of your country.'' 

" No one has ever doubted," replied Peyeril, 
** that I am both." 

** Pardon me," replied the Major ; ** no one 
ha^, as yet, seen you shew yourself cither. In* 
terrupt me not-— I question not your will, to be 
both; but you have hitherto neither had the 
light nor the opportunity necessary for the dis- 
play of your principled, or the s^vice of your 
country. . You have lived when an apathy of 
mind, succeeding to the agitations of the Civil 
War, had made men indifferent to state affairs, 
and more willing to cultivate their own ease, than 
to stand in the gap when the Lord was pleading ' 
with Israel. But we are Englishmen ; and with 
us such unnatural lethargy cannot continue long 
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Already, numy of those who most deared the re- 
turn of Charles Stuart, regard him as a King 
whom HeaTen, importuned by our entreaties, 
gave to us in His anger. His unlimited hcence 
•^•^-an example so readily followed by the young 
and the gay around him — has disgusted the 
minds of all sober and thinking men. 1 had 
not now hdd oonfinence with you in this intU 
mate fashion, were I not aware that you, Mas. 
ter Julian, were free from such stain of the 
times. Heaven, that rendered the King^s course 
of license fruitful, hath demed issue to his bed 
of wedlock ; and in the gloomy and stem cba- 
racter of his faigotted successor, we already see 
what sort of monarch shall succeed to the crown 
of England. This is a critical period, at wluch 
it necessarily becomes the duty of all men to 
step forward, each in his degree, and aid in res- 
cuing the country which gave us birth.^ P&- 
veril remembered the warning which he had re- 
ceived from Alice, and bent his eyes on the 
ground, without returning any reply. " How is 
it, young man,^ continued Bridgenortfa, after a 
pause ; ^^ so young as thou art, and bound by 
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no ties of kindred profligacy with die enemies of 
your country, can you be already hardened to 
the claims she may form on you at this crisis ?* -. 

" It were easy to answer you generally, Major 
Bridgenorth,'' replied Peveril-^*' It were easy 
to say that my country cannot make a claim on 
me which I will not promptly answer at the fiak 
of lands and life. But in dealing thus generally, 
we should but deceive each other. What it the 
nature of this call ? By whom is it to be sound, 
ed ? And what are to be the results ? f or I dunk 
you have already seen enough of die evils of 
civil war, to be wary of again awakoung iti 
terrors in a peaceful and happy country.^ 

'^ They that are drenched with poisonous «ax« 
cotics,*^ said the Major, ^< must be awid^enied by 
their physicians, though it were with the sound 
of the trumpet. Better diat xassn dibuld die 
bravely, with their arms in their hands, like free* 
born Englishmen, than that they should slide into 
the bloodless but dit^onoured grave which slavery 
opens for its vassals — But it is not of war that I 
was about to speak,^ be added, assuming a milder 
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tone» *^ The evils of wbich Engbuid now conu 
plains, are such as can be remedied by the whole- 
some administration of her own laws, even in the 
state in which they are still suffered to exist 
Have these laws not a right to the support of 
every individual who lives under them ? Have 
they not a right to yours ?^ 

As he seemed to pause for an answer, Pevenl 
replied, ^^ I have to learn. Major Bridgenorth, 
how the laws of England have beccnne so far 
weakened as to requite such support as mine* 
When that is made plain to me, no man will 
more willingly discharge the du^ of a faithful 
liegeman to the law as well as the King. But the 
laws of England are under the guardianship of 
upright and learned judges, and of a gracious 
monarch.'' 

^< And of a House c^ Commons^'' interrupted 
Bridgenorth, ^^ no longer doating upon restored 
monarchy, but awakened, as with a peal of thun* 
der, to the perilous state of our religion, and of 
our freedom. I appeal to your own c(Hiscience, 
Julian Feveril, whether this awakenii^ hath not 
been in time, since you yourself know, and none 



PEVEUIL OF THE PEAK. 135 

better than 3'ou, the secret but rapid strides which 
Rome has made to erect her Dagon of idolatry 
within our Protestant land.**^ 

Here Julian seeing, or thinking he saw, the 
drift of Bridgenorth^s suspicions, hastened to ex* 
culpate himself from the susjHcaon of favouring 
the Roman Catholic religion. *^ It is true,^ be 
said, << I have been educated in a family where 
that faith is professed by one honoured indivi- 
dual, and that I have since travelled in Popish 
countries ; but even far these very reasons I have 
seen Popery too closely to be friendly to its te- 
nets. The bigotry of the laymen-— the perseve- 
ring arts of the priesthood— the perpetual in- 
trigue for the extension of the forms without the 
spirit of religion—the usurpation of that church 
over the consciences of men— and her impious 
pretensions to infallibility, are as incon^st^it in 
my mind as they can seem in yours, with com- 
mon sense, rational liberty, freedom of conscience, 
and pure religion.^ 

" Spoken like the son of your excellent mo- 
ther,^* said Bridgenorth, grasping his hand ; " for 
whose sake I have endured to suffer so much 



180 |»£VI;E(L of the »A4Cf 

from your hoiise unrequited, eymk whea the 
means of requital were in my own hand'^ 

^< It was indeed from the instructions a£ thai 
exeellent par^it,**^ said Feveril, <^ that I was ena^ 
Ued» in my early youths to resist and repel tho 
insidious attacks made upon my rdi^us faith 
by the Catholic priests into whose company I was 
necessarily thrown. Liloe her» I trust to live and 
die in the fiulh of t^ reformed Church of JSng^ 
land*'' 

<' The Church of England I"* said Bridgenorth^ 
dropping his young friend^s hand^ but presently 
resuming it*-^^ Alas ! that church, as now.con* 
stituted, usurps scarody less than Borne herself 
upon men's oonsdences axtd liberties ; yet out of 
the weakness of thb half*refarmed church, may 
God be pleas^ to work out ddiverance to Eng- 
landk aad {nraise to HimseUl I must not forget^ 
tha^ one whoae sarvioes have been in the causa 
incalculabte, w«ars the garb of an English priest^ 
and hath had Episcopal ordination. It is not £nr 
us to challenge tb^ iiistrument, so that our escape 
is achieved from the net of |tbe fowler. Enough, 
that I find thee not as yet enUghtened with the 
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purer doctrine, but prepared to profit by it when 
the spark shall reach thee. Enough, in especiali 
that I find thee v^illing to uplift thy testimony, to 
cry aloud and spare not against the errors and 
ttrts of the Church of Rome. But remember, what 
thou hast now said thou wilt soon be called upon 
to justify, in a manner the roost solemn-*the most 
awfui.^ 

^^ What I have sald,"^ replied Julian Peveril, 
<< being the unbiassed sentiments of my heart, 
shall, upon no proper occasion, want the support 
of my open avowal ; and I think it strange you 
should doubt me so far.^ 

*^ I doubt thee not, my young friend,^ said 
Bridgenorth ; ^^ and I trust to see thy name rank 
high amongst those by whom the prey shall be 
rent from the mighty. At present, thy preju- 
dices occupy thy mind like the strong keeper of 
the bouse mentioned in Scripture. But there 
shall come a stronger than he, and make forcible 
entry, displaying on the battlements that sign of 
faith in which alone there is found salvation.—* 
Watch, hope, and pray, tliat the hour may 
come." 



1^ PEVE^IL OF THE PEAK. 

There was a pause in the ocmvenatioD, which 
was first broken by Peveril. *< You have spoken 
to me in riddles, Major Bridgenorth; and I 
have asked you for no explanation. Listen to a 
caution on my part, given with the most sinoeM 
good wiU. Hear a hint of mine, and believe it, 
though it is darkly expressed. You are hare— 
at least are believed to be here— on an errand 
dangerous to the Lord of the Island. That dan- 
ger will be retorted on yourself, if you make 
Man long your place of residence. Be warned, 
and depart in time.^ 

*^ And leave my daughter to the guardian-* 
ship of Julian Peveril ? Runs not your counsel 
so, young man ?* answered Bridgenorth. << Trust 
my safety, Julian, to my own prudence. I have 
been accustomed to guide myself through worse 
dangers than now environ me. But I thank you 
for your caution, which I am willing to believe 
was at least partly disinterested.'** 

** We do not, then, part in anger ?*** said. Pe- 
veril.** 

. *^ Not in anger, my son,^ said Bridgenorth, 
*' but in love and strong affection. For my 
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daughter, thou must forbeai; every thought of 
seeing her, save through me* I accept not thy 
suit, neither do I reject it ; only this I intimate 
to you, that he ^ho \vould be my son, must 
first shew himself the true and loving child of 
his oppressed and deluded ^untry. Farewell ; 
do not answer me now, thou art yet in the gall 
of bitterness, and it may be that strife (which I 
desire not) should fall between us. Thou shalt 
bear of me sooner than thou thinkest for.*" 

He shook Peveril heartily by the hand, and 
again bid him farewell, leaving him under the con- 
fused and mingled impresdon of pleasure, doubt, 
and wonder. Not a little surprised to find him-^ 
self so far in the good graces of Alice^s father, 
that his suit was even favoured with a sort of 
negative encouragement, he could not help sus- 
pecting, as well from the language of the daugh- 
ter as of the father, that Bridgenorth was desi« 
rous, as the price of his favour, he should adopt 
some line of conduct inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples in which he had been educated. 

'< You need not fear, Alice/' he said in his 
heart \ <^ not even your hand would I purchase 
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by aUgbt whidi resembled uBwoitfay or truck- 
ling compliance with t^ets which my heart dis* 
owns ; and well I know, were I mean enough 
to do so, even the authority of thy father wer^ 
insufficient to compel thee to the ratification of 
so mean a bargain. But let me hope better 
things* Bridgenorth, though strong-minded and 
sagacious, is haunted by the fears of Pc^iery, 
which are the bugbears of his sect. My re^ 
dence in the family of the Countess of Derby is 
more than enough to inspire him with su^cions 
of my faith, from which, thaok Heaven, I can 
vindicate myself with truth and good cbnsci* 
ence.'' 

So thinking, he again adjusted the ^rths of 
his palfrey, replaced the bit which he had dip* 
ped out of its mouth, that it might £sed at li* 
berty, and mounting, pursued his way back to 
the Castle of Holm-Peel, where he could not 
help fearing that something extraordinary might 
have happened in his absence. 

But the old pile soon rose before him, serene, 
and sternly still, amid the sleeping ocean* The 
banner, which indicated that the Lord of Maa 
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held residence within its ruinous precincts, hung 
motionless by the ensign-staff. The centinels 
walked to and fro on their posts, and hummed 
or whistled their Manx airs. Leaving his faithful 
companion, Fairy, in the village as before, Ju- 
lian entered the Castle, and foutid all within in 
the same state of quietness and good order which 
external appearances had announced. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

Now rede me, rede me, brother dear^ 

Throughout merry England, 
Where will I find a messenger. 

Betwixt us two to send. 

BaUad cfKtng Estmere, 

Julianas first rencounter, after re-entering 
the Castle, was with its young Lord, who re- 
ceived him with his usual kindness and light* 
ness of humour. 

" Thrice welcome. Sir Knight cf Dames,* 
said the Earl ; *^ here you rove gallantly, and at 
free will, through our dominions, fulfilling of 
appointments, and achieving amorous adven- 
tures; while we are condemned to sit in our 
royal halls, as dull and as immoveable as if our 
Majesty was carved on the stem of soipe Manx 
smuggling dogger, and christened the King Ar- 
thur of Ramsay," 
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*^ Najy in that case you Would take the Bea,*** 
said Julian, " and so enjoy travel and adven* 
ture enough.^ 

<< Oh, but suppose me wind-bound, or detun- 
ed in harbour by a revenue pink, or ashore, if 
you like it, and lying high and dry upon the 
sand. Imagine the royal image in the dullest 
of all predicaments, and you have not equalled 
mine,'' 

*^ I am happy to hear, at least, that you have 
had no disagreeable employment,^ said Julian ; 
'^ the morning's alarm has blown over, I sup* 
pose?" 

*^ In faith it has, Julian; and our dose inqui* 
ries cannot find any cause for the apprehend- 
ed insurrection. That Bridgenorth is in the 
island seems certain ; but private a£Pairs of con- 
sequence are alleged as the cause of his visit ; and 
I am hot desirous to have him arrested unless I 
could prove some mal-practices against him and 
his companions. In fact, it would seem we had 
taken the alarm too soon. My mother speaks 
of consulting you on the subject, Julian ; and I 
will not anticipate her solemn communication. 
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It will be partly apdogtftical, I suppose ; for Mre 
begin to think our retreat rather unroyal) and 
that, like the wicked, we have fled when no man 
pursued. This idea afflicts my mother, who^ as a 
Queen-Dowager, a Queen-Regent, a herdne, and 
a woman in general, would be extremely mortified 
to think that her precipitate retreat hither had 
exposed her to the ridicule of the islanders ; and 
she is disconcerted, and out of humour, accord- 
ingly. In the meanwhile, my sole amusement 
has been the grimaces and fantastic gestures of 
that 1^ Fenella, who is more out of humour, 
and more absurd^ in consequence, than you ever 
saw her. Morris says, it is because you pushed 
ber down stairs, Julian— how is diat ?^ 

^^ Nay, Mcnris has misreported me,^ answer- 
ed Julian ; ** I did but lift h^ up stairs to be 
rid of her importunity ; for she diose; in her 
way, to contest my goimg abroad in such an 
obstinate manner, that I had no other mode o[ 
getting rid of her.* 

^ She must have sufqposed your departure, at 
a moment so critical, was dangerous to the state 
of our garriscm,^ answered the Karl ; ^^ it shews 
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bow dearly 9be osteemsr «if nMker^A fliifelj^ aod 
how highly fifae vaties your. pfowcflfl^f*<^Btil» t^hoDlL 
Heaven, there sounds the diimer-bcli I wodd 
the pbikisopheffs, wko> fed a sm sod usaste oC 
time ill good cheev, could demise ns aiigr pasii^ie 
half 80 agcaeahle.''^ 

The meal whicb the you0g Eari bad thuft 
knged fbr^ ai a metna ofriddizig him tat a spaeo 
of the time which huap baavy on bis bands, wan 
soon oyer ; as soon, at least,, a» tihe batktloal and 
stately fonaaltty of the CountessV hiHiaebpUl 
permitted. She herself^ aocomfiaaied by ber. 
gentlewomen and atteadaiKl9, retired oMrly afle? 
the tables were drawn ; and the young geotfen 
men were hit to tbeup own comply. Wine bed, 
tfx the moment, no ebarats fov eithi^; for the 
Earl was out of spirits fxom ennui end impt^ 
tience of bis. movotonoas end solitary epurs^ el 
bfe ; and the eyents of the day bad given P^ve^ 
ril too much matter for refil^etion to 'permit biii 
starting amusing or interesting topice of co^iyer- 
sation. After having passed the fiesk in silenoQ 
betwixt thaoa one or imkKB^ they withdvfjw ee^b 
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into a Bepuate oiihrasure of the windows of the 
dining i^Murtment, which, eudi was the extreme 
thickneflB of the wall, w^e deep enough to af- 
ford a solitary recess, separated, as it were, from 
the chamber itsdf. In one^f thaie sate the 
Earl of Derby, busied in looking oyer some of 
the new publications whidi had been forwarded 
fiom London; and at intarrak oonfesdng how 
little power or interest these had for him, by 
yawning fearfully as he looked out on the soli* 
tary expanse of waters, which, save for the flight 
of a flock of seargullsy or of a solitary cormorant, 
i^eredso little of variety to engage his atten- 
tion. 

Peyeril, on his part, held a pamphlet also 
in his hand, without giving, or affecting to give 
it, even his occanonal attrition. His whole 
soul turned upon the interview which be had had 
that day with Alice Bridgenorth, and with her 
father; while he in mn endeavoured to form 
any hypothesis which could explain to him why 
the daughter, to whom he had no reason to 
think himself indifferent, should have been so 
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suddenly desirous of their eternal separation, 
while her father, whose opposition he so much' 
dreaded, seemed te be at least tolerant of his 
addresses. He could only suppose, in explana- 
tion, that Major Bridgenorth had some plan in 
proq>ect, which it was in his own power to fur- 
ther or to impede ; while, from the demeanour, 
and indeed the kngw^, of Alice, he had but 
too much reason to apprehend that her father^s 
fiivour could only be conciliated by something, 
on his own part, approaching to dereliction of 
principle* But by no conjectiire which he could 
foarm, could he make the least guess concerning 
the nature of that compliance, of which Bridge- 
north seemed desirous. He could not ima^iie, 
notwithstanding Alice had spoken of treachery, 
that her father would dare to propose to him 
uniting in any plan by which the safety of the 
Countess, or the security of her little kingdom of 
Man, was to be endangered. This carried such 
indelible disgrace, in the front, that he could* 
not suppose the scheme proposed to him by any 
who was ,not prepared to defend with his sword, 
upon the spot, a flagrant insult ofiered to his 
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honour* And tuoh a proceeding was totally in* 
conriatent with the condnet of Major Bridge* 
north in every other respect ; besides his bong 
too calm and oold-Uooded to permit of his put- 
ling a mortal affront upon the son of his old 
neighbour, to whose mother he confessed so 
much of obligation. 

While Pevml in vain endeavoured to extract 
something like a probable theory out of the 
hints thrown out by the father and by the daugh- 
ter-*Haot without the additional and lover4ike 
labour of endeavouring to reconcile his passion 
to his honour and ocmscience— he felt something 
gently pull him by the cloak. He unclasped 
his arms, which, in meditaticm, had been fold- 
ed on his bosom ; and withdrawing his eyes from 
the vacant prospect of sea^coast and sea which 
they perused, without much consciousness upon 
what they rested, he b^eld beside him the little 
dumb maiden, the elfin Fenella. She was seat- 
ed on a low cushion or stool, with which she 
had nestled dose to Peverirs side, and had re* 
mained there for a short space of time, expect- 
ing, no doubt, he would become conscious of 



rEVEail. OF TBB FBAIC. 149 

her presence ; xintil, tired of remaining unno« 
ticed, she at length aoUdted his attention in the 
manner which we have described. Startled oot 
of his reverie by this intimation of her presence, 
he looked down, and could not, without iaterest, 
behold this singular and helpless being. 

Her hair was unloosened, and streamed over 
her shoulders in such length, that much of it lay 
upon the ground, and in such quantity, that it 
formed a dark vdl^ or shadow, not only around 
her face, but oyer her whole slender and minute 
form. From the profusion of her tresses looked 
forth her small and dark, but wdl-formed fea- 
tures, together with the large and brilliant black 
eyes ; and her whfjie countcnanoe was composed 
into the imploring look of one who is dubious 
of the reception she is about to meet with from 
a valued friend, while abe confesses a fault, 
pleads an apology, or solidts a reconciliation. 
In short, the whole faee was so much alive with 
expression, that Julian, though her aspect was 
so familiar to him, could hardly persuade him- 
self but what her countenanoe was entirely netv. 
The mid, fantastic, elvish vivacity of the fea- 
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tures, seemed totally vanished, and had given 
place to a sorrowful, tender, and pathetic cast 
of countenance, aided by the expression of the 
large dark eyes, which, as they were turned up 
towards Julian, glistened with moisture, that, 
nevertheless, did not overflow the eyelids. 
* Conceiving that her unwonted manner arose 
from a recoliectiq^ of the dispute which had 
taken place betwixt them this morning, Peveril 
was anxious to restore the little roaiden^s gaiety, 
by inaking her sensible that there dwelt on his 
knind no unpleasing reodJlection of their quarrel. 
He smiled kindly, and shook her hand in one of 
his; while, with the familiarity of one who had 
known her from childhood, he stroked down her 
long dark tresses with the other. She stooped 
her head, as if ashamed, and, at the same time, 
gratified with his caresses*— and he was thus.in* 
duced to continue them, until, under the veil oi 
her rich and abundant locks he suddenly felt his 
other hand, which she still h^d fast in hers, 
slightly touched with her lips, and, at the same 
time, moistened with a tear. * 

At once, and fcH: the first time in his life, the 
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danger of bdng misinterpreted inhis familiarity 
with a creature to. whom the u$ual modes of ex* 
planation were, a blank, occurred, to. JuLktn'^s 
mind; and, hastily withdiafring .his. hand,. and 
changing his poslure,:h^aak^ of her, hj a sign 
.which custom had rendered.famiUar, whether she 
brought any message to him from, the Countess. 
In an instant. Fenella'^s whole depprtinept^waa 
changed. She. started upland arranged herself 
in her seat with the xapidity of lighjtnipg ; and, 
at the same nioment, with one turn of her hand, 
braided her length of locks into a natMral head- 
dress of the most beautiful kind. There wtya^ 
indeed, when she looked up, a blush still visible 
on her dark features ; but. their, melancholy add 
languid exp^ression had giy^i place to that .of 
wild and unsettled vivacity » which w:a8:most 
common to. them. . Her eyes glapced with more 
than thdr wwted. fire, and her glances were 
more piercingly wild afid unsettled than usual. 
To Juliana's inquiry, she.aQswjsred, by laying 
her hand' on her heart — a motion by which sh^ 
always indicated the Countess-rAnd rising, ap4 



taking the direction of ber apaatmcnt, divmade 
« mga to Julian to follow iier. 

T%e<di8taiice was not gneat betwixt the dining 
nparlment and that to which Peiperil now follow- 
4ed hk mute guide ; yet, in gcnog dnther, he had 
time enough to suffer cruelly from the sudden 
«ai^icion that this unhappy girl bad miaonter- 
^pfreted ^e uniform kindness with which he bad 
treated her, and henoe come to regard him wiA 
iSeelings mote tender than those which belong to 
JriendAip. The miaetj which such a pasnon 
-was like to ocea^on to a creature in her helpless 
situation, «nd actuated by such livdly feelings, 
was great enough to make him rdPuse credit to 
J^ie suspioon wiiich pressed itself upon his mind ; 
mlA\e, dt the same time, he formed the nrtemal 
•veseiution so to condnct himself towards FeneUa, 
as to check such misplaqed 4sentiments, if indeed 
^she unhappily entertained *them towards him. 

When tbey reached die Countesses apartment, 
Ihey found her with writing implemeia^ and 
nuany sealed letters, befv»'e her. She receiTed 
Julian with her usual kindness ; and having 
caused him to be seated, beckoned to the mute 
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to resane her needle. In an kistuit FeneUa 
was seated at an embnndering-frame ; wfaefe, 
bat for the laovement of her dc9cterou« fingers, 
«he migbt have seemed a statue, so little did she 
more from her work, either head or eye. As her 
infirmity rendered her presenoe no bar to the 
most confidential conversation, the Countess pit>- 
ceeded to address Peveril as if they had been li- 
terally alone togedier, '^ Julian,^ she said, <^ I 
am not now about to complain to you of the sen^ 
•timents and conduct of Derby. He is your friend 
—he is my son. He has kindness of heart, and 
vivacity of tal^it ; and ye t ^ 

^^ Dearest lady,^ said Peveril, ^ why will you 
ilistress yourself with fixing your eye on de&- 
dendes which arise rather from a ehange of 
times and manners, than any degeneracy of my 
noble friend ? Let him be once engaged in his 
duty, whether ha peace or war, and let me pay 
the penalty if he acquits not hiviaclf becoming 
Us high station.^ 

<< Ay,"* repfied the Countess ; ^< but idien will 
the call 4>f duty prove superior to that of the 
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most idle or trivial iodulgence which can senre to 
drive over the lazy hour ? His father was of an- 
other mould ; aod how often was it my lot to eii- 
treat that he, would spare, from the ri|^ dis- 
charge of those duties which his high station 
imposed, the relaxation necessary to recruit hiis 
health and his spirits.^ 

** Still, my dearest lady,'' said Peveril, '^ you 
must Jallow that the duties to which the times 
summoned your late honoured Icnrd were of a 
more stirring, as well as a more peremptory cast, 
than those which awttt your son.*" . • 

'< I know not'tbat,'' said the Countess. '< The 
wheel appears to. be. again revolving; and the 
IH'esent period is not unhkely to brii^ back such 
scenes as my younger years witnessed. — ^Well, be 
it so ; they will not find Charlotte de la Tre- 
mouille broken in spirit, though depressed bj 
years. It was even on this subject I woijild speak 
with you, my.youngifEiehd. Since our first early 
acquaintance — when I saw your gallant beha- 
viour as I isdue4 forth to yoiir childish' eye,< like 
an apparition, from my place of concealment in 

9 
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your father^s castle*— it has pleased me to think 
you a true sod of Stanley and Feveril. I trust 
your nurture in this family has been ever suited 
to the esteem in which I hold you.— Nay, I de- 
sire no thanks.— I have to require of you, in re- 
turn,, a piece of service, not perhaps entirely safe 
to yourself, but which, as times are circumstan- 
ced, no person is so well able to render to my 
house."*' 

'^ You have been ever my good and lioble 
lady,^ answered Feveril, " as well as my kind, 
and I may say maternal, protectress. You have 
a right to command the blood of Stanley in the 
veins of every one— -You have a thousand rights 
to command, it in mine.^ 

^^ My advices from England,"** said the Count- 
ess, ^^ resemble more the dreams of a sick man, 
than the regular information which I might have 
expected from such correspondents as mine ;— 
their expressions are like those of meh'who.walk 
in their sleep, and sp^ak by snatches of what 
passes in their dreams. It is said, a plot, real, or 
fictitious, has been detected amongst the Catho- 
lics, which has spread far wider, and more un^ 
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oontrollaUe terror, than that of the fifith of No- 
▼ember. Its outlines seem utterly iocrediUey and 
an only supported by the eYidenoe of wrrtches, 
the meanest and most woitbless in the creation ; 
yet it is received by the credulous peofde of Eng- 
land with the most undoubting credulity.** 

^* This is a singular ddiuaon, to nse without 
some real ground,** answered Julitfi. 

*^ I am no bigot, cousin, though a Catholic,*^ 
replied the Countess. ** I hare long feared that 
the weli-meant seal of our priests for increasing 
conv^ts, would draw on them the suspicion of 
the English nation. Tlwse ctfbrts have been re- 
newed with double energy sinee the Duke of York 
conformed to the Catholic faith ; and the same 
event has doubled die hate and jealousy of the 
Protestants. So twr^ I fear, there may be just 
cause for suspidon, diat the Dake is it better Ca- 
tholic than an En^idiman, mud tbatliigotry has 
involved him, as avarice, or the needy greed of a 
prodigal, has engaged his brother, in relations with 
France, whereof England may have too much 
reason to complatn. But the gross, thidc, and 
palpable falsehoods of conspiracy and murder. 
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blood and fire^^the imaginary aranes-^the in- 
tended massacres — form a collection of falsehoods, 
that one would have thought indigestible, even 
by the coarse appetite of the vulgar for the mar- 
vellous and horrible ; but which are, neverthe- 
less, received as truth by both Houses of Parlia* 
ment, and questioned by no one who is desirous 
to escape the odious appellation of friend to the 
bloody Papists, and favourer of their infernal 
schemes of cruelty .^^ 

^^ But what say those who are most likely to 
be affected by these wild reports r* said Julian. 
^^ What say the English Catholics themselves ? 
—a numerous and wealthy body, comprizing so 
many noble names ?^ 

^' Their hearts are dead within them,^ said the 
Countess. ** They are like sheep penned up in 
the shambles, that the butcher may take his 
choice among them. In the obscure and brief 
communications which I have had by a secure 
hand, they do but anticipate their own utter 
ruin, and ours— hso general is the depression, so 
universal the despair.^ 
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But the King,'' said Peveril, — ^' the King 
and the Protestant royaHsts-^what say they to 
this growing tempest?'' 

. " Charles," replied the Countess, " with his 
usual selfish prudence, truckles to the storm ; 
and will let cord and axe do their work on the 
most innocent men in his dominions, rather than 
lose an hour of pleasure in attempting their res- 
cue. And, for the royalists, either they have 
caught the general delirium which has seized on 
Protestants in general, <»r they stand aloof and 
neutral, afraid to shew any interest in the un- 
happy Catholics, lest they be judged altogether 
such as themselves, and abettors of the fearful 
conspiracy in which they are alleged to be enga- 
ged. In fact, I cannot blame them. It is hard 
to expect that mere compassion for a persecuted 
sect—- or, what is yet more rare,' an abstract lore 
of justice — ^should be powerful enough to engage 
men to expose themselves to the awakened fury 
of a whale people ; for, in the present state of 
general agitation, whoever disbelieves the least 
tittle of the enormous improbabilities which have 
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been accumulated by these wretched informers, 
is instantly hunted down, as one who would 
smother the discovery of the plot. It is indeed 
an awful tempest ; and remote as we lie from its 
sphere, we must expect soon to feel its effects.^ 

^^ Lord Derby already told me something of 
this,^ said Julian ; *^ and that there were agents 
in this island whose object was to excite insur- 
rection.^ 

^ Yes,^ answered the Countess, and her eye 
flashed fire as she spoke ; ^^ and had my advice 
been listened to, they had been apprehended in 
the very fact ; and so dealt with, as to be a warn- 
ing to all others how they sought this independ- 
ent principality on such an errand. But my 
son, who is generally so culpably negligent of his 
own affairs, was pleased to assume the manage^ 
ment of them upon this crisis.'" 

^^ I am happy to learn, madam,^ answered 
Peveril, *^ that the measures of precaution which 
my kinsman has adopted, have had the com- 
plete effect of disconcerting the conspiracy.*" 

^^ For the present, Julian ; but they should 
have been such as would have made the boldest 
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tremble, to think of such infnogenent of wtx 
rights in future. But Derby^a pnseot plaa is 
fraught with greater danger ; and jet there ia 
something in it at gallaotry, which has my ajm*. 
pathy*" 

^* What ia it, madam ?^ enquired Juliaii^ an- 
xkHisly ; ^^ and in what can I aid it^ or aiNirt its 
dangers ?^ 

'^ He purposes,^ said the- Countess, '^ instants 
)y to set forth for Loudon. He is, he says, not 
merely the feudal chief of a small island, but one 
of the noble Peers of England, who must not rm 
main in the security of an obscure and distant 
castle, when his name, or that of his mother^ ia 
slandered before his Prinoe and people^ He wiU 
take his place, he says, in the House of Liords> 
and publicly demand justice fcHr the insult thrown 
on his house, by perjured and interested wit* 



nesses* 



** It is a generous resolution, and worthy o£ 

my friend,^ said Julian PevenL ^ I will go 

with him, and share his fate, be it what it may.^^ 

^^ Alas, foolish boy r answered the Countess, 

as well may you ask a hungry lion to fed eom-* 

14 
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poMon^ cNsm/piqndiocd indc&jinmis {MflettdjAo 
jiistieb^ 3^y'afeSikeftli0.idadiiiaDiat/thedt|rigl^ 

^iit^fest^Md die««0t <|^nd; oiiid.aidjfriwoiidkK 

^-vered frotti4fi8>d6Mtttti{^' 

«eMtti€t %e. ' 1%e Tieble a&d gettcoMW peoplo <lf 

<e^ep -pvepossesMoaid tney^ ^oawcwt-aHwbg ife 

4»e deefdy ififeeted%y theHir-4ii^ t^^remeMbdr 
-Acir own dignity* ■ - . ' *» ^ 

"Alas, cousin,'* answered the Gaimiess^^irtieh 
•did^EngHshmeny-etan^'A^ bigh^ 4eg¥>e€, re- 
-n^mib^riiiiytlitiig, in^bea bucfiedaway bythe 160- 
4cffi60 c^" party fefding-p ^en (bese wbo. hayfe4oo 
-mucb sense' to ^b^Ueve in €he jaciiediible #stioas 
'iliikih gull ^nudUmdey will bew»e how they 
^aixpose theiB,4f tbeif own pdiddUpartyean-gaki 
■^'momeottaxy advanti^ by -Iheip^being aocpe^fit- 
^. It is amongst sneh, too,.%hiEtt yom kkisBKm 
bas^found Dreads aadassodates. ^Neglecting ^ 
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dd 'friends olhis honse, as too gnnre nd fomftl 
companions fon the humour of the tiinies^ his in- 
terooorse has been mth the veffsatSeShaftesbufy 
--^e mercurial -Budiis^m--4nen who woold 
not ^hesitate to saerifiae to the popular Molecfi of 
the day, whatsoever, or^whomsoeyevb^-whose-nuB 
eonld projNiiate the ddty.^— F<H)^ye a matlmr*s 
tears,- kinsmwi ; but I see the scaffold at Bolt<m 
again erected. If Darby goes to I.iOiidoft while 
these blood-hounds are in full cry, obnosious as 
he isy aud as I have made hhn by my rdigious 
faith> and my ccHlduot in this idand, he dies his 
father^s death. And yet upon what othar cottrse 
to resolve !— -** 

<^ Let me go to liondon, madam,^ said Feve- 
.nl, much moved by the distress of his patron- 
ess; '^ your ladyship w^s wont to.. rely some- 
thing on my judgment I will^ for the best ■ 
will ccHnmunicate with those whom you poinl< out 
to me, and only with than ; . and I.trust soon to 
send you information that this delusion, how- 
ever strcng it may now be, is in the course, of 
passing away ; at worst, I can. apprize you of the 
danger, should it menace the Earl or yourself; 
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waAmsy be d^le alia ta point out the sdeaiiB hy 
which it may be eluded.^ 

The Countess listened with a oountenaace in 
which the anxiety of maternal affection, which 
{Htmpted her to embrace Peverirs generous of- 
fer, stru^led with her native disinterested and 
generouflt dispodtion. ^' Think what you ask of 
me, Julian,^ she repUedj with a sigh* '^ Would 
you have me expose the- life of my firiend^^isoQ 
to those perils to which I refuse my own ?— -Nc^ 
never^^ 

^^ Nay, but, madam,?^ replied JuHan, '^. I do 
not ran the same risk — my person is not known 
in London— my situation, though not obscure in 
my own country, is too little known to be noticed 

' in that huge assemblage of all that is noble and 
wealthy. No whisper, I presume, however indi- 
rect, has connected my name with the alleged coq- 

r fipiracy« I am a Protestant, above all,; and can be 
accused of no intercourse, direct or indirect, with 
the Church of Rome. My connections also lie 
amongst those, who, if they do not, or cannot, be- 
friend me, cannot at least be dangerous to -me. 
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Itt a irdrd, 1 run icro . dkiiiger, ivlie^ the l^M 
might incur great peril.^ 

** Afas'f* tsaid file Countess tk DfeAfy, *« all this 
gencftx>us reasoning may Tie true-; fcilt it could 
only "be listened fohy n widd#ed inoth^. Self- 
ish as { am, I cannot lut r^^ 'that my kins- 
woman has^ m idl events, the snj^port of an aflee- 
tionate husbaod-'Much is^ie interested reasoning 
to 'which t^eaaretfot ashamed to sulgect our liet- 
terlfe^gs.'* 

<' Do not call it so, madam,^ answered Pere- 
rH ; ^^thihk of me but as the younger brother of 
my Idnsman. Tou have ever done by me the 
'duties of a motiber ; and have a tight to my filial 
sarice, were it at« risk ten times greater than a 
'journey to London, to inquire into the temper of 
'the times. I #31 instantly go, and announce my 
-fleiMtrture tb the 'BstV* 

'■ ^*' Stay, Julian,'* sind the GoUtitess-; «* if you 

ikiiistiBDale this journey hi our behalf,— 'and, alas, 

I have not generosity enough to rtfuse your no- 

'Ifle ' proffer,— ^you mvt&t go alone, and without 

cohttkiumcatian with Derby. 1 know Um well ; 
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bis lightness ^f mind is fir^e from selfish base-^ 
oess; and, for the. woi^ wo\ild be not suffer you 
to leave Man without his company* And if he 
iptent with you, yoiur noble ^nd disinterest^ kind- 
pesa would be of no Qyaii-^^you w^ould but share 
his ruin, as the swinuner who attempts to save a 
drownipg mail is involved in his fate» if be per- 
mit the sufferer to grapple with him."^ 

^^ It shall be as you please, madao^^^ said 
PeveriL ^^ I am ^eady to depart upon half an 
bourns notice.*** 

<< This night, then,^ said ijbe Countess, after 
2( moment^s pause-^^^ this night I will arrange 
the i?Qost secret means of carrying your generous 
project into effect ; for I would not excite that 
prejudice against you, which will instantly anse^^ 
were it known you had so lately left this island, 
and its Popisih lady. You will do well, perha|is, 
to use a feigned name in London.^ 

*^ Pardon me, madam,^ said Julian ; ^^ I will 
do nothing that can draw on me unnecessary at** 
tention ; but to bear a feigned name^ pr affect 
any disguise beyond living with extreme privacy, 
would, I think, be unwise as well as unworthy ; 
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and what, if diallenged, I might find some dif-^ 
ficultj in assigning a reason for, consistent with 
perfect fturness of intentions.** 

" I believe you are right,^ answered the 
Countess, after a moment*s conaderation ; and 
then added, ^^ You propose, doubtless, to pass 
through Derbyshire, and visit Martindale Cas- 

tier 

^ I should wish it, madam, certamly," replied 
Peveril, ^' did time pdmit, and circumstances 
render it advisable.^ 

** Of that,*" said the Countess, ** you miist 
yourself judge. Dispatch is, doubtless, desira- 
ble ; on the other hand, arriving from your own 
family-seat, you will be less an object of doubt 
and suspicion, than if you posted up from hence, 
without even visiting your parents. You must be 
guided in this,— in all,— by your own prudence. 
Go, my dearest son ; for to me you should be 
dear as a son — ^go, and prepare for your jour- 
tiey. I will get ready some dispatches, and a 
supply of money — ^Nay, do not object. • Am I 
not your mother ; and are you not discharging 
a sotfs duty ? Dispute not my right of defray- 
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iag your expenses^ Nor is this all ; for^' as I 
must trust your zeal and prudence to act in onr 
behdf when occasion shall demand', I will fur- 
nish you with ^fectual reoommehdadons 'to our 
friends and kindred, entreating and- enjoining 
them to render whatever aid you may require, 
either for your own protection, or the advance- 
ment of what yott-may^propose in our 'favour.^ 
' Peveril made no farther opposition 'to an atr- 
rangemlent, which in truth the 'moderate state of 
his own finances rendef'ed almost indispensable, 
unless with bis father''s asnstance; and theCouiit- 
ess put into his hand bills of exchange,- to the 
amount of twoiiundred pounds, upon a merchant 
in the city. She tfaeii dismissed Julian for the 
space of an hour; after which, she said, she 
must again require his presence. 

The preparations for his journey were not of 
a nature to divert the thoughts which speedily 
pressed on him. He found that half an bourns 
oonversadon had once more completely changied 
his immediate prospects and plans for the future. 
He had offered to the Countess of Derby a ser- 

15 
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v\c^ irtiiel^ her utufemkindMas .had waUdsp 
serf^ ilthiA biiiidi;^ boty bjr h«it aeo^Ui^ it}»^ba 

Bxidgonoiih^ at » tiine- i^h^fc fte Iv^ heeoMr 
deems to hUn theaf e^ver^by he^ «fbiNlr ol «Hi» 
tpal paeeiett^ Kbt isNige eeed belai^hin) weH 
a» h» had tJkut dagp (ireQflod her to Ue %^em 'V 
hdf Toiee wae ib hi^eMV^ui^^^iMiied fe^adi^irtioir 
th^ he 09uld deeerth^r it ^^^^nih^ytiikikwivty 
dnog seeeMd t» aoftotfuee mi iie^eada^ Bu^ 
Julian Fe^ivil, 1^ ^«th immdeMd^ iTw eiritfl 
^ ju4i^ "^ diity^ and sefeit^ nMfcred i» 
wtewtf qg k* His tnietpd tet bis iitiegwlation Ifr 
puisne the viaion whieh pieseBfod iQelf ^ bH 
meltttdjr aatiag hte |>eB, Ivrol^ to. Alice the 
fettowiiig letter^^ ex|dauu]lg hie Mttiatioiiy as &r 
as justice to the Couatess ipennitled him to do 

<< I k»re you, deaecflt Alic^"" thus wm the 
kftlei!^ ** I Idatie yefu i and though^ iadoinl^eo^ I 
but eb^ the eonnifHid you faaye laid on mt^ 
yet I tiBM claitD littlef merit for my eoinyiiiBDoe^ 
siiiqe^ without additieiial a&d moet feioihle reA^ 
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worn i» aid o£ jmrnatiiany I f«tr I shovM fatre 
bitnt tillable tcr ^moply mih dma. B«t Cuniljf 
affiun of impottMMft ccMifftl fitie to abKBt my« 
Mif fflott ihb idwid,' for^ I iei»^ move than cue 
mtks My tbovgtit% hopea, waA wialies, wtU be 
on the meiticBt tbit wiU lestoie ne tcr Uie Bktdt> 
Port^ and lAe lovelgr vaUef« Let mejlmpe that 
yours will sometimes rest on the ionelj exttc^ 
vImnii nothi% oeitld rendor such^ but ike eatit-^ 
mand of honotti? aad diity. Do not fear tirnt I 

m 

Uman to m<^e jrdu m a private carrespoiid^ke^ 
aikd let ndt your ibkher Ibar It I oouU not'lotir 
yon flo rnnch^ but Soot the opedness and candbut 
of your natove ^ and I would not that you oon» 
cealed fipom Migor Bridgeooith one syllaUe oC 
iriiat I nolr avow. Beipectiug other nuitterr^ he 
Imuself cannot denre the welfioe of our common 
ootintry with tmne oeal than I do. Differencea 
itEiay occur concemiDg the mode in whidi thatia 
to be obtttned; but^ in the prindide^ I am coik* 
vinced them can be only one mind between ui 4 
nor can I re&se to listen to his experience and 
wisdom) even where they may ultimately £ril to 
convince me. FareweU^^Alice, farewell ! Much 



170 PfiYEBIi:. OF THE PEAK. 

might be added to that melandioly: woni, but no- '. 
thing tbat could express the bitterness with whidt. 
it is written* Yet I ooald transcribe it again and 
again, rather than coododethe kst commuiii^ 
cation which I can ha^e with yon for some time; 
My sole comfort is, that my stay will scarce be 
so long as to per^iit you to forget one who neyer. 
can forget you«^ * 

' He held the papar in his hand for a minute 
after he had folded, but before he bad sealed it, 
while he hurriedly debated in his own mind 
whether he had not expressed himsetf- towards 
Major BridgencNTth in so conciliating a manner 
as might exdte hopes of proselydsm, which his 
oonscieoce told him he could not realiise with ho- 
nour. Yet, on the other hand, he had no right, 
from what Bridgenorth had said, to ocmclude that 
dietr principles were diametrically irrecpncile- 
able ; for though the son of a high Cavalier, and 
educated in the family of the Countess of Der- 
by, he was himself, upon principle, an enemy of 
prerogative, and a friend to the liberty of the 
sul^ect. And with such considerations he si^ 
lenced all internal objections on the point of ho. 
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nour ; although his conscience secretly whisper^ 
ed that these conciliatory expressions towards 
the father were chiefly dictated by the fear^ that^ 
during his absence, Major Bridgenbrth might 
be tempted to change the residence of his daugh- 
tei^, and perhaps to convey her altogether out of 
his reach. - ' 

Having sealed his letter, Julian called his ser* 
vant, and directed him to carry it, under cover 
dT one addressed to Mrs Deblntch, to a house in 
the town of Rushen, where packets and mes^ 
sages intended for the family at Black-Fort 
were usually deposited ; and for that purpose to 
take horse immediately. He thus got rid of an 
attendant, who might have been in some degree 
a spy on his motions. He then exchanged the 
dress he usually wore, for one more suited to 
travelling ; and having put a change or two of 
finen into a small cloak-bag, selected as arms a 
strong double-edged sword and an excellent pair 
of pstols, which last he carefully loaded with 
double bullets. Thus appointed, and with twenty 
pieces in his purse, and the bills we have men- 
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tioBed Q^cined ia a private pocket-book^ he wm 
in v&^ixuiB» to depart -so soon afi \ib 8boiil4 o^ 
ceiifSQ the Cai»te$^V ooBiGiai(d& 

The bttoyaat iqpirit of youth and hope, vhich 
bad, for a nioineiity been ebUIed by the panful and 
dubious GurcuiB9ts^ioe» ia which he was ph^cedj 
as well as the deprivation which he was a1p<^ 
t» uadevgp, iv>w revived ia full mgwr. Fancy, 
turning &am more paiitful anticipa^ons» sugr 
gested to him. that he was now eat^rin^ upoKi^ 
Ufe^ at a crisis when resolutian and ^l^pits were 
almost certain to ouike the fortune of their posn 
sessor. How could he make a more honourable 
entry on the bustlir^ scene, than sent by, an^ 
acting in behalf of, one of the noblest houses ia 
England; and should he perfbmn what hia 
^arge might render incumb^t with the resoluK 
lion and the prudence necessary to secure su&» 
oess, how many occurrences might take piape tQ 
render his mediation necessary to Bridgenorth ; 
and thus enable him» on the most equal and hoh 
nourable terms» to establish a claim to his grali-) 
tude and to his daughter's baud. 
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Whilst he iras dwelling bli ifaeh pl^ihgi, 
though amtigihary fiibspeeU^ be ciotild not help 
€a^chki^ng aloud— <^ Y^s, Afio^ % ^witt win 
diee nobly-!'' The iroifch had «(3«r6e dsctipefl 
Ms lips irhen he heard utth^ dooriof 'ki» apnt- 
ttetit, which the sarvsnt had teft ajar, a sound 
like a deep sigh, ti4iich w^ instantly suoceeded 
l)y a ^lle tap— << Come in,^ rcfdiad Julian, 
6oaie#hftt ashamed of his exdhMnation, and n<A n 
iittle afrrid that it had been eaught up by. some 
e^es-^roi^^i«--^ Come in,^ he again i^^peated; 
4Mit hid -eotnmakid ^ms ncft ^ibeyed;; ^n the ooii- 
tnty, iheknoek vms repeated sOniewhat louder. 
'He opened the door, and Fenella ^tood befinte 
him. 

Withies that seemed red with ireeeiit teats, 
-and with a look of the deepest dgeetidn, the 
little mute, first touching'her bosom^ and beckon- 
ing with her finger, made to him ^tie usual eign 
4hat the Couiltess desired to see himj^-^then^tum^ 
'ed, as if to usher him to her ^apartment. As he 
followed her through the long gloomy vaulted 
pas8i^;es wMdi affinrded communication betwist 
Hhe various apartments of the caade, he eouki 
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not but observe that h^ inAuQ l^t trip was ex- 
changed for a tardy and mournful 8tep,'wludi 
she accompanied with tow inarticulate moaniag^ 
(which she was probably the less able to sappresi^ 
because she could not judge how far it was au- 
dible,) and also with wringing of the' faands^ and 
other marks of extreme a£3iction. 

At this moment a thought came across Vet- 
veril^s mind, which, in spite of his better reason, 
made him shudder involuntarily. As a Peakft- 
man, and a long re^dent in the Isle of Man, he 
was well acquunted with many a superstitious 
legend, and particularly with a belief, which at- 
tached to the powerful family of the Stanleys, 
for their peculiar demon, a Ban-shie, or female 
spirit, who was wdnt to ^riek, ^^foreboding evil 
times ;^ and who was generally seen weeping and 
bemoaning herself before the death of any per- 
son of distinction belonging to the family. For 
an instant, Julian could scarce divest himself of 
the belief that the wailing, gibbering form which 
glided before him, with a lamp in her hatid, was 
the genius of his mother s race, come to announce 
to him his predestined doom. It instantly 



PSVBlilL OF THE PEAK. 175 

eurred to hhn, as an analogous reflection, that if 
ibe suspicion which had crossed his mind con* 
cerning Fenella was a just one, her ill-fated at- 
tachment to him, like that of the prophetic spi- 
rit to his family, could bode nothing bat disas- 
ter, and lamentation, and woe* 
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CHAPTER YIL 

Now, hoist the anchor, mates— and let the sails 
Give their hroad hosom to the buxom wind, 
Like lass that wooes a lover. 

Anonymoui» 

The presence of the Countess dispelled the 
superstitious feeling, which, for an instant, had 
encroached on Juliana's imagination, and com- 
pelled him to give attention to the matters of 
ordinary life. *^ Here are your credentials,^ she 
said, giving him a small packet carefully put up 
in a seal-skin cover ; << you had better not open 
them till you come to London. You must not 
be surprised to find that there are one or two ad- 
dressed to men of my own persuasion. These, 
for all our sakes, you will observe caution in 
delivering.'* 

*^ I go your messenger, madam,^ said Pe- 
veril ; *^ and whatever you desire me to charge 
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myself with^ of that I undertake the care. Yet 
allow me to doubt whether an intercourse with 
Catholics will at this moment forward the pur<« 
poses of my mission.^ 

'* You have caught the general suspicion of thia 
wicked sect already,^ said the Countess, smiling,. 
<^ and are the fitter to go amongst Englishmen 
in their present mood. But, my cautious friend^ 
these letters are so addressed, and the persons to 
whom they are addressed so disguised, that you 
wUl run no danger in conversing with them. 
Without their aid, indeed, you will not be able 
to obtain the accurate information you go to 
seek. None can tell so exactly how the wind 
sets, as the pilot whose vessel is exposed to the 
storm. Besides, though you Protestants deny 
our priesthood the harmlessness of the dove, 
you are ready enough to allow us a full share of 
the wisdom of the serpent;—- in plain terms^ 
their means of information are extensive, and 
they are not deficient in the power of applying 
^t. I therefore wish you to have the benefit of 
their intelligence and advice, if possible.^ 

VOL. II. M 
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^^ WiiilQi^^ar jwi impoese on me as a part of my 
duty, madam, rely on its being discharged piin&» 
tually,^ answered PeverU. *^ And now, as there 
is little use in deferring exeoution of a purpose 
when once fixed, let me know your ladyship^s 
wishes concerning my departure.^ 
. ^ It must he sudden and secret^* said the 
Countess ; << the island is full of spes ; and I 
would not wish that any of them should have no. 
tioe that an envoy of mine was about to leave 
Man for London.-*— Can you be ready to go on 
board to-morrow P^ * 

K « To-night-— 4his instant if you wiD,^ said Ju* 
BAn,-**^ my httle prepantions are complete.^ 

'^ Be ready, then, in your chamber, at two 
liours after midnight. I will send one to summon 
you, for our secret must be communicated, fop 
the present, to as few as possible. A foreign 
sioop is engaged to carry you over ; then tnake 
the best of your way to London, by Martindale 
Castle or otherwise, as you find most advisable^ 
WhtBn it is neoessary to announce your absence^ 
I will say you are gone to see your parents. But 
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slay— ^oar jouraey will be on honeback, of 
course, from Whitehaiwiu You have UUs of ex. 
cbange, it is true ; but are you pvovided mth 
ready mmiey to furnish yourJBelf with a good 
horse ?** 

** I am suffidently rieh, madam,^ answered 
Julian ; ^^ and good nags are plenty in Cumber* 
land. There are those among them who know 
how to' come by them good and eheap.'*' 

*^ Trust not to that,"" said the Countess. 
** Here is what will purchase ffar you the' best 
horse on the Borders.— .Can you be simple enougb 
to refuse it ?^ she added, as she pressed on him 
a heavy purse, which he saw himself obliged to 
aoeept. 

** A good hors^ Jultian,^ siud the Countess, 
^^and a good sword, next to a good heart and 
head, are the accom^dishments of a cavalier.^ 

^^ I kiss your hands, then, madam,^ said Pe- 
Terii, ^<and humUybeg you to believie, thatwhat* 
ever may fail in my present undertaking, my pur. 
pose to serve you, my noble kinswoman and be- 
nefaeCress, can at least never swerve or faulter.^^ 
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'< I knowit, my son, I know it ; and may God^ 
forgive me if my anxiety for your friaad baa. 
sent you on dangers i^hich should have beeA> 
his. Gro--^— p-May saints and angds bless you. 
Fenella shall acqumnt him that you sup in your 
own apartment' So indeed will I ; for to-night I 
should be unaUe to face my son^s looks. Little 
wiU he thank me for sendmg you on his errand ; 
and there will be many to ask whether it was like 
the Lady of Latham to thrust fa^ firiend'*s son on 
the danger which should have been found by her 
6wn. But O, Julian, I am now a forlorn widoWy 
whom scHTTow has made siMish.^ 

** Tiish, madam,* answered Pevetil ; ** it is 
more unlike the Lady of Latham to antidpate 
dangers which may not exist at all, and to whidi, 
if they do indeed occur, I am less obaosEMHis 
than my noble kinsman. Farewell! AUblessaatgps 
attend you, madam. Commend me to Derby, 
and make him my excuses. I will expect a sttHi- 
mons at two hours after midnight^ 

They took an afiecUonate leave of each other ; 
tlie more affectionate, indeed, on the part of the 
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Countess, that she coukl not entirely reconcile 
her generous mind to exponng Peveril to clanger 
on her son^s behalf; and Julian betook bimselC 
to bis sditary4ipartment« 

His servant soon afiterwards brought him wine 
and refreshments ; to whioh, notwithstanding the 
various matters he had to occupy his mind, he 
eontrired to do reasonable justice. But when 
this needful occupation was finidied, his thoughts 
began, to stream in upon him like a troubled tide 
'<^->reoalling at once the past, and anticipating the 
•future*; It was ^in vain that he wrapped Jbiqself 
in his riding cloak, and, lyiiigdown on.hiB bed^ 
^endeavoured to compose himself to sleep. The 
uncertainly of the prospect before hinwthe doubt 
how Bridgenorth inight dispose of his daughter 
during his absence-^the fear that the Major him- 
self might &11 into the power of the vindictive 
Countess, besides a numerous train of vague and 
•half-ibiianed apprehensions, ^tated.his blood, 
and rendered slumber impossible. Alternately 
to redine in the old oaken easy-chair, and listen 
to the dashing of ^e waves under the windows, 
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ntingled, as the Bound Was, with the Mrea» of lb« 
aea*bitde ; or to traTerse tfae.a{Murtiiieiit with long 
and slow steps^ peiifiiig oooaskmallj to Jook 
out on the sea, slumbering under the iaAuistict 
of a full mocni, whidi tipped each wave with 
silTer-HSUfsh were the onl j paatimea he could in* 
rent, until diidnight had past for one liour^ whm 
the next was w aated in anziotts expeetatian of the 
summons of departure. 

At letigth it artiredr^MA tiq» at his door wai 
foHowed by a low murmur, whitsh made him 
Bpqiect thai the CouUtem had again employ- 
ed^ her 'mute attendant as the most mamre mi- 
nister of her pleasure on this oeawaon. He 
felt Something like improivie^ iti this ariection; 
and it was with a feeling of impatience alien to 
the natural generosity of his temper, that, when 
he opened the door, he beheld the dumb maiden 
standing befcure him. The lamp which he held 
in lus hand shewed his features disttnody, and 
probably made Fenella aware of the exprestton 
which animated them. She cast her iaige dtttk 
eyes mournfully on the ground ; and, without 
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iigain looking him in the face, made him a sig-^ 
nal to follaw her* He delayed no longer than 
was necessary to secure his pistols in his belt^ 
wi^ his cloak closer around him, and take hi9 
small portmaatle under his arm« Thus acoou-^ 
tried, he followed her out of the Keep, or inba* 
failed pait of die Castle, by a series of obscure 
passages leading to a postern gate, which sht$ 
unlocked with a key, selected from a bundto 
vdiich she carried at her girdle. 
/ They now stood in the castle^yard, in the open 
moo^ght, which gBmmered while and ghakly 
on; the. variety of strange and ruinous objects to 
which we have fSormerly alluded, and which gavc^ 
the scene radier the appearance of fk)i)ie ancie»l 
oemetery, than of the interior of a fortificationi 
The round and elevated tower*-«-the ancient 
mount, with its quadrangular mdes fa/^iikg the 
ruinous edifices which once boasted the name of 
Cathedral--Hseemed of yet more antique eind ano^ 
malous form, when seen by* the pale light which 
now displayed them. To one of those churcheitf 
Eenella took the direct course, and was foUow-' 
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ed by Julian ; although he at once divined, and 
was superstitious enough to dislike, the path 
which she was about to adopt It was by a se- 
cret passage through this churdi, that in formor 
times the guard-room of the garrison, luiuated at 
the lower and external defences, ccMoaniunicatcd 
with the Keep of the Castle ; and through tUs 
passage were the keys of the Castle ^eiy ni|^ 
carried to the Goyemor^s apartment, so soon aa 
the gates were locked, and the watch set. The 
custom was given up in James the First^s time, 
and the passage abandoned, on account 41 the 
well-known legend of -the Manihe Doff^^-^ fiend, 
or demon, iti the shape of a large, shaggy, black 
inastiff, by which the church was haunted* It 
WAS devoutly believed, that in former times this 
spectre became so familiar with mankind, as to 
appear almost nightly in the guard-room, issu- 
ing from the passage which we have mentioned 
«t night, and retiring to it at day-lnreak. The 
soldiers became partly familiarized to its pre- 
sence ; yet not so much so as to use any licence 
of language while the apparition was visiUe; 
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vntil one fellow, rendered daring by intoxication, 
swore he would know whether it was dog or 
devil, and, with his drawn sword, followed the 
spectre when it retreated by the usual passage* 
The man returned in a few minutes, sobered by 
terror, his mouth gaping, and his hair standing 
on end ; but, unhappily for the lovers of the 
cnarvellous, altogether unable to disclose the hor- 
rors which he had seen, tinder the evil repute 
arising from this tale of wonder, the guard^room 
was abandoned, and a new one constructed. In 
like manner, the guards after that period held 
•another and more circuitous communication with 
.the Governor or Seneschal of ihe Castle ; and 
.that which lay through the ruinous church was 
entirely abandoned. 

In defiance of the legendary terrors which 
tradition had attached to the original communi- 
cation, Fendla, followed by Peveril, now jboldly 
traversed the ruinous vaults through which it 
iay-*sometimes only guided over heaps of ruins 
by tlie precarious light of the lamp borne by the 
4qmb niaiden^-rsometimes having the advantage 
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of a gleam of moonlight^ darting into the dreorjr 
abyss througk the shafted windovrs, or thmi^ 
breaches made by time. As the path was by no 
means a straight one^ Peveril could not but ad* 
mire the intimate acquaintance with the maze^ 
which his singular companion displayed, as well 
as the boldness with which she traversed thenu 
•He himself was not so utterly void of the prc3a«> 
dices of the times, but what be contemplated^ 
witk some apprehension, the possibility of tbsax 
intruding on the lair of the phaatom-hound, of 
whom he bad heard so often ; and in every re^ 
mote sigh of the breeze among the iruins, he 
thought he heard him baying at the mortid 
footsteps which disturbed his gloomy realm. No 
such terrors, however, interrupted their jour^ 
ney ; and in the course c^ a few minutes, they 
attained the deserted and now ruinous guards 
house. The broken walls of the little edifice 
served to conceal them from the centinels, ont 
of whom was keeping a drowsy watch at th6 
lower gate of the Castle ; whilst anotlier, seated 
on the stone stq)s which o(»nmuntcated with the 
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pdrdpet <^ the bounding and exterior w^ Was 
alumbet^ing, in fall security, with his musket 
peacefully funded by his side* FetieUa made 
a edgn toTeveril to tnove with silence and cau« 
tion^ and theii shewed him, to his surprise, from 
the window of the deserted guard-room, a boat, 
for it Was DOW high water, with four rowers^ 
lurking under the cliff on which the Castle was 
built; and made him farther sensible, that he 
was to have access to it by a ladder of consider^ 
able height placed at the window of the ruin. 

Julian was both displeased and alarmed by 
the security and carelessness of the centinels^ 
who had suffered such preparations to be made 
without observation dr alarm given ) and he he- 
sitated whether he should not call the officer of 
th^ guard, upbraid him with negligence, and 
shew him how easily Holm-Peel, in spite of its 
natural strength, and although reported impreg- 
nable, might be surprised by a few resolute meik 
Fenella seemed to guess his thoughts with that 
extreme acuteness of observation which her de^ 
{MiVations had ocUsioned her acquiring. She 
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laid one hand on liis arm, and a finger of th^ 
other on her own lips, as if to enjoin forbear- 
ance ; and Julian, knowing that she acted by 
the direct authority of the Countess, obeyed her 
accordingly ; but with the internal resolution to 
lose no time in communicating his sentiments 
to the Earl, concerning die danger to whidi the 
Castle was exposed on this point. 

In the meantime, he descended the ladder with 
^ome precaution, for the steps were unequal, 
broken, wet, and slippery; and havingplaced him- 
self in the stem of the boat, made a «gnal to the 
men to push off, and turned to take farewell of his 
guide. To his utter astonishment, Fenella rathet 
Hilid down, than descended regularly, the peril- 
ous ladder ; and the boat being already push- 
ed off, made a spring fix)m the last step of it 
with incredible agility, and seated herself be^de 
Feveril, ere he could express either remonsb'ance 
or surprise. He commanded the men once more 
to pull in to the precarious landing-place ; and 
•throwing into his countenance a part of the dis- 
pleasure which he really felt, endeavoured tp 
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make her comprehend the necesnty of returning 
io her mistress. Fenella folded her arms, and 
looked at him with a haughty smile, which com* 
pletely expressed the determination of her pur- 
pose. Peveril was extremely erabarrasised ; he 
was ^raid of offending the Countess, and inter- 
fering with her phm, by giving alarm, which 
otherwise he was much tempted to have done* 
On Fenella, it was evident, no species of argu- 
ment which he could employ was like to make 
the least impression ; and the quesUon remsdn- 
ed,.how, if she went on with him, he was to rid 
himself of so singular and inconvenient a com- 
panion, and provide, at the same time, sufficient- 
ly for her personal security. 

The boatmen brought the matter to a decision ; 
for, after laying on their oars for a minute, and 
whispering among themselves in Low Dutch or 
German, they began to pull stoutly, and were soon 
at some distance from the Castle. The possibility 
of the centinels sending a musket-ball, or even a 
cannon-shot, after them, was one of the contin- 
gencies which gave Peveril momentary anxiety; 
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but th^ Irft the fortress, as they miut hare mp*. 
proached it, lannoticed, or at least unc&allenged 
-*<a cavelessoess on the part of the garrtaoa, 
which, notwithstanding that the oars were muf- 
fled, and that the men spcJie little, and in whisi. 
pers, argued, in Peverirs opinion, great aegli* 
gence on the part of the c^tinels. When thejr 
were a little way from the Castle, the men bqpn 
to row briskly towards a small vessel which lay 
at some distance. Peveril had, in the meantime^ 
leisure to remark, that the boatmen spoke to 
each other doubtfully, and bent anxious looks on 
Fenella, as if doul^ul whether they had acted 
properly in bringing her off* 

After about a quarter of an bourns rowing, 
they reached the little sloop, where Peveril was 
received by the skipper, or captmn, on the quar« 
ter-deck, with offer of spirits or refreshment A 
word or two among the seamen withdrew the 
captain from his hos^Htable cares, and he flew to 
the ship^s side, apparently to pirevent Fenella 
from entering the vessel. The men af^d he talked 
eagerly in Dutch, looking anxiously at Fendla 
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ag tbej spoke together ; and Peveril hoped the 
result would be, that the poor young woman 
duniki be seat ashore again. But she baffled 
whatever opposition could be opposed to her ; 
and when the acoommodatimi-ladder, aa it is 
called, was withdrawn, snatched the end of a 
rope, and climbed on board with the dexterity 
of a i^aiW, leaving them no means of prevent- 
, ing her entrance, save by actual violence, to 
which apparently they did not chuse to have 
recourse. Once on deck, she took the captun 
by the sleeve, and led him to the bead of the 
vessel, where they seemed to hold int^cottrse 
in a manner intelligible to both, 

Peveril soon forgot the pi^senoe of the mute, as 
iie began to muse upon his own situation, and the 
'probability that he was separated for some con- 
siderable time from the object of his affections. 
^ Constancy,^ be repeated to himself, — ^^ Con- 
stancy.^ And, as if in coinddence with the theme 
of his reflections, he fixed his eyes on the polar 
star, which that night twinkled with more than 
^ordinary brilliancy. Emblem of jpure passion and 
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Steady purpose — ^the thoughts which arose as he 
viewed its clear and unchan^g lights were dis- 
interested and noble. To seek his country^s wel« 
fare, and secure the blesinogs of domestic peace 
—to di$charge a bold and perilous duty to his 
friend and patron — ^to regard his passicm for Alice 
Bridgenortb, as the load-star which was to guide 
him to noble deeds — were the resolutions which 
thronged upon his mind, and which exalted his 
spirits to that state of romantic melancholy, which 
perhaps is ill-exchanged even for fedings of joy- 
ful rapture. 

He was recalled from these contemphitions by 
something which nestled itself sofdy and closely 
ijo his ^de-^a woman^'s sigh sounded so near him, 
as to disturb his reverie ; and as he turned his 
Jiead, he saw Fenella seated beside him^ with her 
eyes fixed on the same star which had just occu- 
pied his own. His first emotion was that of dis- 
pleasure ; but it was imposable to persevere in it, 
towards a bdlng so helpless in many respects, so 
interesting in others ; whose large dark eyes were 
filled with dew, which glistened in the moon- 
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%ht ;>aod the source dT who0e emotioDs seeBwd 
to be in a partialily wbkh might well daim in- 
dulgence^ at least from htm^ who was the object 
of it. At the same tmie> Julian resolyed to seize 
the present opportunity, for sudi expostulation 
with Fenella on the strangeness of her conduct^ 
as the poor maiden might be aMe to compriahend. 
He took her hand with great kindness, but at 
the same time with mudi graTitj, pointed to the 
boat, and to the Castle, whose towers and ex- 
tended walls were now scarce Timble in the dis- 
tance ; and thus intimated to her the necessity of 
her return to Holm«PeeL She looked down, and 
shook her head, as if negating his proposal with 
obstinate decision. Julian renewed his expostu* 
lation by look and gdsture^^pmntied to his own 
heart, to intimate the Countess— «iid bent his 
brows, to shew the displeasure iiUcb die must 
entertain. To all which, the maiden only answer* 
ed by her tears. 

At length, as if driren to explanation Uy his 
continued remonstrances, she suddenly sdzed him 
by ihe ann, to anest his attention<f*^»at her eye 
hastily around, as if to see whether she was 
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urolctied by any one— •then drew theotlier band,' 
edge Ways, across Her slender thFdat-rpt>ittted to> 
ihe jioaty and to the Castle, and^ nodded. 

On this series of signs, Peveril could put no- 
interpretatipn^ excepting that he was-menaced^ 
with some personal danger, from which FenelW 
s^etned to conoeive that her presence was a pro«i 
tection. Whatever was her meaning, her pur^ 
pose seemed upalterably adopted ; at least, it wbs^ 
pkun he had no power to shake.it He. must 
therefoi^ wait till the end of thdir short voyage^, 
fo disembavrasB hiaiself of Us eompanion v and,: 
in the meanwhile^ acting on the idea. of her. ha-i 
ving harboured a misplaced attachment to him^. 
he thought he should best consult her interest^, 
and his own charaqter, in keeping at as gneat.a& 
distalice from her as. circumstances, admitted,; 
With this purpose, he made the sign she used fovl 
going to sleep^ by leaning his head on his palm r> 
and having thus recommended to her to go. toi 
rest, he himself desired to be conducted to. his 
Inrth. > 

The captiun readily d^wed him a hammodi in 
tbeaftefocabin, into which .he threw. Itself, toi 
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seek du^J!e{)68ewhfehtbe escMrdie.aiid agkalSmi* 
of the preceding day, aiswBll as the latclnew of the> 
hour, made him qow feel denrable. Sleeps deep 
and heavy, sunk dowa on him m a fe«r minutes,, 
but it £d not endure limg. ' In his sleep he: 
was disturbed by female cries ; and at length, aa 
be thought, distinody heard the voiee of Aiioa 
Bridgetiorth call one his name. 

Heawoke,and starting up to quit his bed, be^ 
came sensible, from the moticm of the vessd, and 
the swinging of the hammock, thalhis dream bad 
deceived him. He was slill startled by its extretne 
vivacity and liveliness. ^^ Julian Peveril, he^J 
Julian Peveril !^ The sounds still nrng in his emnl 
— 4he accents were those of A&oe-'-«nd he-could 
aearce persuade himself that his imaginalion had 
deceived him. Could she be in the same vessel? 
The thought was not altogiether inconsistent wtlSi 
her father's character, and the intrigiies in' which 
be was engaged ; but, then, if so, to whatperil was 
^he exposed, diat she invoked his nameso Idudly? 

Determmed to make instant inquiry, he jump- 
ed out of his hammock, half-dressed tushe was, 
arid stumbliifg about the little calnn, which was tk 
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cUirk m pitob, wi kngth^ wIA cowkkawUp iBffi^ 
eulty, leachad the door. The door, however, he 
WM allogedier uiiaUe to open ; aad was ohliged 
to chU lottdlj to the watch upon deck. The 
ddpper, or captain, «i he was calkd, b^ag the 
only person Aboard who oonld sped^ E^^hdiy 
answered to the gammonn, and nqilied to PeTe- 
riTs demand, what noise that was ?-— that a'beot 
was going off with the young woBian---that she 
whimpoed a little as die left the tmiicI and 
<< dat Taas aU.* 

This exphination satisfied JuBan, who thdc^t 
it probable that some degree of Tioleoce hiight 
have been absblutdy necessary to icniOTe F^ 
neUa; and althoogh he ngoieed not to^have wit. 
hesiBed it, he could not fed sorry that such had 
bMiempIayed« Her pertmaciousdeare toeoii- 
flbue oil board, and the cG£Scnlty of firecia^hillif- 
self when heAoiikt come ashore from so 8ii«i^ 
Jar a oampanion, had gitten him a good deal cff 
anxiety on the preceding night, wUdli he now 
saw removed by this bold stroke 6f the capteun. 

His dr^am wai thus fhUy explained* Failay 
had cttiighl up the inartacohte alid ydltfaicnt cms 
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with which Fenella was wont to express rettst- 
ance or displeasure— had coined them into hin- 
guage, and given them the accents of Alice 
Bridgenorth, Our imagination plays wilder tricks 
with us almost every night. 

The captain now undid the door, and appear- 
ed with a lantern : without the aid of which, Pe- 
veril could scarce have regained his couch, where 
he now slumbered secure and sound, until day 
was far aatv^nced, and the invitation of the cap- 
tain called him up to breakfast. 
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PEVEBIL -OF THE PEAK. 



CHAPTER VIII, 



Now, what is this t|iat haunts me like my shadowy 
Frisking and mumming like an df in moonlight ? 

Bev Joksov. 



Peveril found the master of the vessel ra> 
ther less rude than those in his station of life 
usually are, and received from him full satisfac- 
tion concerning the fate of Fenella, upon whom 
the captain bestowed a hearty curse, for obliging 
him to lay-to until he had sent his boat ashore, 
and had her back again. » 

** I hope,'^ said Peveril, ** no violence was ne- 
cessary to recondle her to go ashore ? I trust she 
offered no foolish reristance ?^ 

*^ Resist ! mein Gott,^ said the captain, ** she 
did reust like a troop of horse— she did cry, you 
might hear her at Whitehaven— ^she did go up 
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Uie ri^^g like a fs^t'Op ^ ctttouify ; but dctc vas 

ein trick of her old trade:^ • ' ' 

• ** What trade 4o you mean ?^ s^id Pevjeril. 

^^ 0»^ said theeeaman, ^^ I vas know more about 
Jier than ypUy Meinheer. I vas know that she was 
^little, very lUtle'girl, and prentice to one aeiU 
^anzet^ yrhea-my Indy ycnd^r had the good- hick 
io buy Jier." - 

'^ Aaeiltailzer^^ md Pev^l ; ^' what do you 
'mean by that P'' 

. '* I mean a ropi^aiuE^^ a mountebank, a 
Hans- ^kel4iai:tui|g^ I y«M» know 4-drian Brapk^ 
. /neli«-^he .seU 'dfe f^o^wdora dfit. ^pty meofs ^Uh- 
soBchi and fiU him's ow9 |)urse. Not kiiow A^riiu| 
Braokel^ meift GroCt ! I. have fo^oked, many^ a 

pound of: tdbak with bll^*^'. ' 
Pevml ao w remei4l:$ered thiat If en^Ua had b^^ 

brought into the family wh^n h/e and the yo^ng 

£arl .#ere in England^ and w}iile t^ Couptew 

-was.abMatt tm an expedition tfc^^the contineiipt- 

Where the Count^^ f0Upd her, she nev^rpopi,- 

munipited to |l|e;yoai9g men; bu( only lu^- 

> jiiated, ,tbat die, jh^- r^cf^yi^, }if c QiH of <^n^as- 

■&iM^ in order to. reJjeyelMirJrom a.si^i^on qf 

extreme distress. 
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He limited aotrtiA to iiie toinfiHwicrtm 
man, who rq£ed» ^* thftt fi>r distvtai he knew 
nochts onH; only, tiuil AA&tti Bnuikri beat her 
when shewonld not dance oil liheinope^aad started 
her when she did, to prevent her growth. TlieiMP^ 
gun betvreeA the Countess and the meoniebankt 
he said, he had made himself; because the Ceunt. 
ess had hired his brig upmi her ezpe^Ution to the 
eoritiineiit. None else kneir wheie she eame fi^m. 
The Countess had seen her on a pubKc sliy 
lit Oslend<^--edm^passiMited her helpiMs aitua. 
iSon, and ^the severe tieataoeftt s^ necsihpcid *iand 
bid employed luhn to ptechase the poor laeatuae 
from h^ mastet*, ttd timrged him with sileaee 
towards ail ha: retinue. <^ And so I do lkeep>si^ 
lence,"" continued the Mthiul <NMifidaat, ^^ v$m I 
ain in "die hairetosof Mtffi^ bot when I am en the 
Ittoad sea% dai my todgue is tnine otMi, yoii 
l^d^. Die fboli^ iMfkn in dbe islimd, tfaejr 
Tiay she is a w'eihsel^Mdg'^^^higt yon cstt^iaky- 
elf changelidg. ^ My Mi)], ^^ do not nerer 
htt^e atetx aft ivedh^-talg ; fort ittw ^onediyself 
at Cdiogne, ^tnd it "wns HKIriee kti4)ig is yoUdor 
^1, add did lMtk*^pai^ |>edpfe, with ealiag 
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tbni up, iikede ipeat Ugcookoo ib'liie ctpsr^ 
row^s nest; but ttti Yenellii ectne aBPDPe<lInai 
oAer gbls— 4t w«84io #eebBtl4)Blgim1)ln moMJ^ 
By atdiffetent tsfloD of rtasoiang^ J^dini lipi 
arrited at Ifae Mme edodiunMl ;* m iriikl^ llitiw- 
tomt^ he ik0$t:tify mtxpieued. Ikmog thk ^sem- 
matiV proatagy be witsieAMetMgwMHalnna^ 
]M«r iiuxii'oFd»e 4Ugukr fle3dbi]ily^f bet Ikdiik 
md «io««neiili8 tbe uiifort«i«ite |^I mim^batre 
defined from (be dbeijfdine mul iadt^isodotM of 
Aibun Bvkikel:; and also how £bv tbe germ 
of h&t ivHfi# 1^ ^apriciout pamom night faave 
been abnoi^diiriog ^ber inranderiag aad pifeew- 
tordiis dlildhoodi. Arigtoeni&si »feo, ae hie ledia- 
4salioii bad been, tbes^ aneodiftes respeedng Fe- 
i^eBbV 4Nngittal dtnatioii and edocation, eatber 
jncraued li^ fleaenns tit baiving elakeb off ber 
company ; iaaid yet be still iyt >dBftiteie to kaem 
iUiy ftf¥th^ (paf)6ouhik« wbieb tbe seaeaaa couM 
^etfattuMtkte «h iJn^ eaii^ eiA»jedti But be ^had 
akeady 'jHdtd aft be ikbew. Of her paveatt ke 
ioieir tootilbg^^^pt>tbat ^*iiec fiiiherm«»|t'ba«te 
beanf% diryiMiddibhattdsfiMitt, afid% Mdaden^ifor siA- 

%biii«mm ieMi^andblefod td Adrian UraebeL^^ 

It 



* 
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iiir bj such a tzBimcdoii had ibe iiio)isldMBdc 
become possessed of his pupL 
. This eonversadon tended to remove aay-fMte^ 
iag doiibta which might hare crept on Pe wriTs 
mmd oenceraingrthe fidelUy of the jotmster of .the 
■Tessel^ who if^peared from theiioe to have been 
B, farmer aoqudntaBoe o£ the CouiiieaB» and :to 
have enjoyed some ahareiof her cQDfidace. The 
!lhr€iate»iiigmotieii used by EcndUa^ Jbe no Jongor 
eoiwidianed as woctlqr of any JBOtieei i^xsepiii^ 
M a new maik of the mitabUitgr of her ten^ier^ . 
He amused himself with widkfaig the ideek^jtad 
4ttufiii^ on: hi& past and fi^ure-prospect^ until 
his aitentiDa msforctbly ahrested by the wiad, 
-which begao tariseiiigvslsfhim.thesttHrdt^wei^ 
hn a manner ao unG^roarable to the ooiirse they 
intended to hoM, :that themeste^^ after many e& 
Surts to beat agiao^t.it»; dedared lusih^rk^ whioh 
wa& by m> meatis aob (^nceOeot jsna-boat, was mr 
equal; to tidaking Wbi|ieh«fr^; ^and fjiatibei^w 
oomp^ed to niah^ a fair w^' of jt, 4«id ftl»rj)ir 
Liverpool To tbi^ eou*9e^ Pej^l. did pQt'ijfe- 

-ject It mf^ him some huod JQwcaeyy JAjCsas^ 
he vi»ted bia fiitfa^'s castle ; and th^ GowPst^ 

10 
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^eomttiiasloii' tx^ould be cfocUargod asr effboiu&lly 
rthe o^e way a» the other. 

The veasel wbb put, moaxdmglj^ befete the 
ynhdy and ran widi. groat rtgRiiinaes iaiid veliK 
city. Tb^ captain^ notwithstaiidiog, jdeading 
'soBie nautical' hazards, bhose ta lay off, and did 
'90i attsmpt; the mouth .mdC the Mersey until 
.momiiig, when PeVeril had aft length tUa aatis- 
"AMrtion. of being landed upon' the «(nay rof Lrrer^ 
,pool, which ev#n th^i. shewed 6ynipteBB» of the 
-oenasieiml prosperity that has mxa been caa- 
•rkd to such a height. • 
•* 'ThiB> niaster, who was weU acquainted widi 
- the- port, pointed out to Julian a (}ecent place of 
^entertaitimeBt, cfafefly frequented by sea^faiiog 

people ; for, although he had been in the town 
'fbriqerly^ he did not think it jnroper to go any 
• where^at rpresent where he might haTe> been un« 
4ieeeMN(rify retognised; Here he took leave of 
iihe seaman, after>:pTe88nig upon himwithcdiiR. 

cttky a^ small fuiesent iiir'liis csew; Asifoirliis 
-paisage^' the Gaptain.* decHned any; recbnipeiiee 

whaifisoever ; aii^ they parted, upan the < most 

dvil terms. 
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The Sun to wUdi ht was neoominaMled mm 
full of strangers, seamcB, imd mercai^ile fwople^ 
all intend upon tkeir own afiabs, and disonaring 
4faein kKilii floiae and jeagemess, peculiar ta the 
Imaiifiss of s thriving .sea-port. But altlioHgh 
-the general damour of the puUie room, in which 
the. guests jnixed with each other^ rdated cUmC- 
ly to their OW31. commercial dedings, there was a 
general theme Hungling with than, whidi whs 
jaiifae ooKMBon and tnt^esting to aU ; aa ,tha^ 
-amidrt diqmtes about freight, tanpage, daaam 
rage, and such like, were Jieseard the 'emphatic 
SDimdB of ^' Beep, dasmaUc^ aconned plot^*"-** 
<< Bbodjr Papiat idUains,''--^^ The Sngia deo- 
.ger**>^dia gallowB too good iir theas,^ and ao 

.The fomeptadon exotsd in Loadim )iw^ 
Igr; laaohed er en dis nemote safr^sct, and iras 
iseomed hy the yinhibitanto iwith the peeuKar 
Mtcum^ienasgy wUoh umeste qien in. their Atttatmi 
■fithith^.charaater'cf -theiwinds and :iKavea Mth 

« 

wUi^itheyareichidljoonwNisapl;* The c qwmey- 
aaaLandmaie^calinleficptaroflEagknd wMoeindead 
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pnrticttlarly ailtveatkoUc ;' akftou^ it U not^ jmt* 
haps^ caay io give aoj distinot reafioii whj they 
dBoald be so, aiaoe tbeqlegidd disfrntes ib ^ 
Bohdooukl acairoe 1>e coiuidered tis intemtiiig 
to ibon. But seal, amongst the low^r orders at 
least, is often in an inverse mtio to kiowledge ; 
and Isatbrs were not probably the less earnest 
and devoted Protestants, that fliey did not un- 
derstand the controversy between ihe churches. 
As for the merchants, they were almoit neoefr* 
sarily inimical to the gentry 6t Lancaahire and 
Cheshire ; many of whoih still retained the fidth 
of Home, which was rendered im timea mote 
odionp to the men of commerce,' aa the faac^ oi 
their haughty aristocratic neighboursb 

From the little which FeveiU heard of the 
sentiments of the people of Liverpool, he ima* 
gined he should act most prudently in leaving 
the place as soon as possiUe, and bof^tre any 
suspicion should arise of bis hating al»y coil- 
nexion with the party which appeared to have 
become so obnoxious. 

In order to accomplish his journey, it was 
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fifst BteenMury that lie iBkoiild puidiaae a hcfhey 
and far this purpose he Tesolved to have le- 
ocmrse to 1^ stables of a deakr weU-kaown at' 
the ttme, and who dwelt in the ootelmrts of the* 
plaee; and having obtained directions to hir 
dw^lfing, he wtot thither to provide h]msel£ 

Joe Bridlesiey''s stables exhibited a large dioioe 
of gobd horses ; for that trade was formerly 'miwe 
generally active than at present. It was an or-« 
dinary thing for a stranger to buy a horse for 
the porpose of a nngle journey, and to sdl him^ 
as well as he could, iriien he had readied the 
point of his destination ; and hence there was a 
constant demand, and a corresponding supply ; 
upon both of which, BrMllesley, and those of his 
trade, contrived^ doubtless, to nudce handsictae 
profits. 

Julian, who was no despicable horse-jockey^ 
selected for bis purpose a strong well-made horsei 
dbout sixteen hands high, and had. him kd into 
the yard, to see whether his paces coirfesponded 
with his appearance. As these also gave perfect 
satisfaction to the customer^ it remained only to 
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setlle tile prioe vrith Biddledey ; : whtr of ooiirw 
ftwore his customer had pitched upbn th^ bestf 
hoiise ever darkened the staldei^l^stir) sidce he hedr 
dttfldt that way; that no such h0r^e» were tobe^ 
had now^^udaySy for. that the uteres were dead 
that. foaled: them; and havii^ named a corre* 
S|l)oniding price^.the usual haggling commepeed, 
bettmit the seller and purchaaer, for adjustm^t 
oS what the "ExeoA dealers call k priwjmte, 
' The readefy if he. Is at all acquainted with 
this sort of traffic, well knows it is g«^ierally a 
keen encounter of wits, and attr|ust$ the nolice( 
of ail the idlers within heanng^ who are usual^ 
ly very ready to offer their opinio^s^ or their 
evidence. iUnongst these, upon the present oc- 
casion, was a thin man, rather less than the or^ 
dinary size, and meanly dressed; but whose in* 
terference was in a confident tone, and such^as 
shewed himself master of the .subject on which 
he spdke. The price of the horse being settled 
to about fifteen pounds, which was.very high for 
the period, that. of the saddle and bridle had 
next to be adjusted, and the thin mean-Iooking 
ftersQii b^for^mentioned, found nearly as much 
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to Mf-on thli satgeet as oa the •tlwr. A$ 
femarks had a conciliatiDg and oMigntg teadeoey 
lairank the straager, Perseril condaded he imn 
Me of tliose idle penoos who, unable or m^ 
wilHag to sapfiy themseltea widi meana of .ift< 
du^Dde at thdr own eosA, are nctf u&wilBng to 
desenre thenx at the hands of otbersy by a little 
officious eoni{daisance ; and considering that he 
might aeqmre some useful infonnation firom sud^ 
a person, was just about to offer him the cour- 
lesy <^ a morning draught, when he obserred he 
had suddenly left the yard. He had scosce re* 
marked tins circumslaaoe, before a part^ of cua» 
tomers entered the place, whose haughty as« 
sumption of knportance daimed the instant at. 
taition of Bridksley, and all his militia of grooma 
and i^ble4x>y& 

<< Three good horses,^ said the leader of the 
petty, a tall bulky man, whose breath was drawn 
full and high, under a oonscioiisBess of fiit, and 
of importanee-^^^ tiiree good and aUe-bodied 
horses, for the serrice of the Commons of £ngu 
land.'' 

Bridfesley said he had some horses Whidi 
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might serve the Speaker himself at need ; but* 
that, ta speak Christie truth, he had just sold 
the. best in his stable to that gentleman present, 
who, doubtless, would give up the bargain if the 
horse was needed for the service of the state* 

** You speak well, friend,'' said the important 
personage ; and advancing to Julian, demanded, 
in a very haughty tone, the surrender of the pur- 
chase which he had just made. 

Peveril, with some difficulty, subdued the 
strong desire which he felt to return a round re- 
fusal- to so unreasonable a request, but fortu« 
nately, recollecting that the situation in whicK 
he at present stood, required, on his part, much 
circumspection, he replied simply, that upon 
shewing him any warrant to seize upon horses 
for the public service, he must of course submit 
to resign his purchase. 

The man, with an air of extreme dignity, pull- 
ed from his pocket, and thrust into Peveril's 
hands, a warrant, subscribed by the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, empowering Charles 
Topham, their officer of the Black Rod, to pur- 

VOL. IT. o 
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sue and mze upon the persoos of certain indivi- 
duals named in the warrant; and of all othar per* 
sons who are, or should be, accused bj compe- 
tent witnesses^ of being accessory to^ or favourersr 
of, die hellish and danmable Popish Plot, at ]»e- 
sent carried on within the bowels of the king* 
dom ; and charging all men, as they loved their 
allegiance, to render the said Charles Topham 
their readiest and most effective assistance, in ex« 
ecutioa of the duly, entrusted to bis care. 

On penmng a document of such weighty im«* 
port, Julian had no heatation to give up his horse 
to this fcmnidable functionary ; whom somebody 
compared to a lion, which, as the House of Com- 
mons was pleased to^maintain such an animal, 
they were under the necessity of providing for by 
frequent commitments ; until ^< UAe Aim, Top^ 
ham,'" became a proverb, and a formidable one, 
in the mouth of the public. 

The acquiescence of Peveril procured htm some 
grace in the sight of the emissary ; whoy before 
selecting two horses for his attendants, gave per* 
mission to the stranger to purchase a grey horse, 
much inferior, indeed, to that which he had re- 
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^ned, both in form and in action, but very lit- 
tle lower in price, as Mr Bridlealey, inunediately 
on learning the demand for horses upon the part 
of the Commons of England, had passed a pri- 
vate resolution in his own mind, augmenting the 
price of bis; whole stud, by an imposition of at 
least twenty per cent, adyalorem. 

Peveril adjusted and paid the price with much 
less argument than on the former occasion ; for, 
to be plain with the reader, be had noticed in the 
warrant of Mr Topham, the name of his father. 
Sir Geoffrey Feveril of Martindale Castle, en-» 
grossed at full length, as one of those subjected 
to arrest by that officer. 

When aware of this material fact, it became 
Julianas business to leave Liverpool directly, and 
carry the alarm to Derbyshire, if, indeed, Mi^ 
Xopbam had not already executed his charge 
in that country, which he thought unlikely, as it 
was probable they would commence by securing 
those who lived nearest to the sea-ports. A word 
or two which he overheard, strengthened his 
hopes. 

^^And bark ye, friend,'' said Mr Topham; 
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^^ you will have the horses at the door of Mr 
Shortell, the mercer, in two hours, as we shall re^ 
firesh ourselves there with a cool tatikard, and 
learn what fcdks Hve in the neighbourhood that 
may be concerned in my way. And you will please 
to have that saddle padded, for 1 am told the Der. 
byshire roads are rough. And you, Captain Dan- 
gerfield, and Master Everett, you must put on 
your Protestant spectacles, and shew me where 
there is the shadow of a priest, or of a priest^s fa^ 
vourer ; for I am come down with a broom in 
my cap to sweep this north country of such hke 
cattle." 

One of the persons he thus addressed, who 
wore the garb of a broken-down citizen, <»ily an- 
swered, ^* Ay, truly. Master Topham, it is time 
to purge the gamer." 

The other, who had a formidable pair ai whis- 
kers, a red nose, and a tarnished laced coat, to- 
gether with a hat of PistoPs dimensions, was more 
loquacious. ^< I take it on my damnation," said 
this 2ealous Protestant witness, ^^ that I will dis- 
cover the marks of the beast on every one of 
them betwixt sixteen and seventy, as plainly as 
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if they had crossed themselves with ink, instead 
of holy water. Since we have A King willing to 
do justice) and a House of Commons to uphold 
prosecutions, why, damn me, the cause must nqt 
stand still for lack of evidence.^ 

^' Stick to that, noble caj^ain,^ answered the 
officer ; ^^ but, prithee, reserve thy oaths for the 
court of justice ; it is but sheer waste to throw 
them away, as you do, in your ordinary ccmver^ 
sation.**^ 

^^ Fear you nothing. Master Topham,^ an- 
swered Dangerfidd ; '^ it is right to keep a man^s 
ffRs in use ; and were I altogether to renounce 
oaths in my private discourse, how should I 
know how to use one when I needed it ? But you 
hear me use none of your Papist abjurations. I 
swear not by the Mass, or before Greorge, or by 
any thing that bek>ngs to idolatry; but suck 
downright oaths as may derve a poor Protestant 
gentleman, who would fain serve Heaven and 
the King." 

^^ Bravely spoken, most noble Festus," said 
his yoke-fellow, f^ But do not suppose, that al- 
though I do not use to garnish my words with 
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oftdis but of season, that I will be wanting, when 
called upon, to declare the bmght and the depths 
the width and the loigth, of this hellish j^t 
against the King and the Pcotestant faith.^ 

Dizzy, and almost sick, with listening to the 
vtidisguised brutality of these fellows, Peveril 
having with difficulty prevailed on Bridlesley to 
settle his purchase, at Icoigth led fordi his grey 
ateed ; but was aearce out of the yard, when he 
heard the following alarming conversation pass, 
of whidi he seemed himself 'the object. 

^^ Who is thsLt yobth ?^^ said the slow soft voice 
of the more precise of the two witnesses; ^^ Me^ 
thmks I have seai him somewhere before. Is 
he from these parts ?^^ 

« Not that I know of,'' said Bridlesley ; who, 
like all the other inhabitants of England at the 
time, answered the interrc^atories of these fd* 
lows with the deference which is paid in Spain 
to the questions of an inquisitor. *^ A stranger 
—entirely a stranger— never saw hini befbue— a 
wild young colt, I warrant him'; and knows a 
borse^s mouth as well as I do.'^ 
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'^ I beg^n to bethink me I eaw 3ueh a faee asi 
his at the Jesuit^s conmrit^ in "the White Horse 
Tavern,^^ anaw^^ Everett 

<^ And I think I recollect/ -said Captain Dan« 
gerfield— — - 

^* Come, come, master and captain,^ said the 
authoritative voice gI Topham, '^ yre will have 
none of your recolleetions at present We all 
know wbat-tliese are likely to end in. But I will 
have you know, you are not to run till the leash 
is slipped. The young man is a well-looking lad, 
and gave up his horse handsomely fcnr the service 
of the House of Commons. He known how to 
behave himself to his betters, I warrant you ; 
and I scarce think he has enough in his purse to 
pay the fees.**^ 

This speedi concluded the dialogue, which 
'Pevml, finding himself so much concerned in the 
issue, thought it best to hear -to an end. Now 
when it ceased, to get out of the town unob- 
iKrved, and take the nearest way to his father'^s 
castle, seemed his wisest plan. He had settled 
his reckoning at the inn, and brought with him 
to Bridlesley^s the small portmantle which con- 



216 PEVEBIL OF THE PEAK* 

tiuned his few Becessades, so that he had no 
occasion to return thither. He resolved, there- 
fore, to ride some miles before he stopped, even 
for the purpose of feeding his hoflse ; and be-" 
ing pretty well acquainted with the.oountry, he 
hoped to be able to push forward to Martindale 
Castle sooner than the worshipful Master Top^ 
bam ; whose saddle was, in the first place, to be 
padded, and who, when mounted, would, in all 
probability, ride with the precaution of those who 
require such security against the effects of a hard 
trot 

Under the influence of these feelings, Julian 
pushed for Warrington, a place with which he was 
well acquainted ; but without halting in the town, 
he crossed the Mersey, by the bridge built by 
an ancestor of his friend the Earl of I>erby, and 
continued his route towards DisUey, on the bor- 
ders of Derbyshire. He might have reached this 
latter village easily, had his horse been fitter for 
a forced march ; but in the course of the jour- 
ney, he had occadon, more than once, to curse 
the official dignity of the person who had robbed 
him of his better horse, while taking the best di- 
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rection he could through a country with which 
he was only generally acquainted. 

At length, near Altringham, a halt became 
unavoidable ; and Peveril had only to look for 
some quiet and sequestered place of refreshment. 
This presented itself, in the form of a small 
cluster of cottages ; the best of which united the 
characters of an alehouse and a mill, where the 
sign of the Cat (the landlord's faithful ally in 
defence of his meal-sacks) booted as high as 
Grimalkin in the fairy tale, and playing on the 
fiddle for the more grace, announced that Joha 
Whitecraft united the two honest occupations of 
landlord and miller; and, doubtless, took toll 
from the public in both capacities. 

Such a place promised a traveller, who jour, 
neyed incognito, mone safe, if not better, accom- 
modation, than he was like to meet with in more 
frequented inns ; and at the door of the Cat and 
Fiddle, Julian halted accordingly. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Id theie distracted tiniefey when eacb nua dreads 

The bloody ttrtftagems of busy tkeadsi 

At the door of the Cat find Fiddle, Julian 
ceived the usual attention paid to the customers 
of an inferior house of entertainment. His horse 
Iras carried by a ragged lad, who acted as hos- 
tler, into a paltry stable ; where, however, it was 
tolerably supplied with food and litter. 

Having seen the animal on which his com* 
fort, perhaps his safety, depended, properly pro^^ 
Tided for, Peveril entered the kitchen, which 
indeed was also the parlour and hall of the little 
hostelry, to try what refreshment he could ob- 
tain for himself. Much to his satisfaction, he 
found there was only one guest in the kitchen 
beidde himself ; but he was less pleased when he 
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found that be must either go without dinner, or 
share with that single guest the only provisions 
which chanced to be in the house, namely, a dish 
of trouts and eels, which their host, the miller, 
had brought in from his mill-stream. 

At the particular request of Julian, the land^ 
lady undertook to add a substantial dish of egga 
and bacon, which perhaps she would not have 
undertaken for, had not the sharp eye of Peve- 
ril discovered the flitch han^ng in its smoky re^ 
tr^at, when, as its presence could not be denied, 
the hostess was compelled to bring it forward as 
a part of her supplies. 

She was a buxom dame, about thirty, whose 
comely and cheerful countenance did honour to 
the choice of the jolly miller, her loving mate ; 
and was now stationed under the shade of an 
cdd'fashioned huge projecting chimney, within 
which it was her province to ^' work T the fire," 
and provide for the wearied wayfaring man, the 
good things which were to send him rejoicing on 
his way. Although, at first, the honest woman 
-seemed little disposed to give herself much ad^ 
ditioxial trouble on Julianas account^ yet the 

8 
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good looks, handsome .figure, wd easy mill- 
tj of her new guest, soon bespoke the prindpal 
part of her attention ; and while busy in his ser- 
rioe, she regarded him, from time to time, with 
looks, where somethii^ like pitj mingled iKth 
complacency. The rich smoke of the rasher, and 
the eggs with which it was flanked, alreacfy spread 
Uself through the apartment ; and the hissmg c^ 
these savoury viands bore chorus to the simmer- 
ing- of the pan, in which the fish were undergo- 
ing a dower decoction. The table was covered 
with a dean huck-a-buck napkin, and all was in 
preparation for the meal, whidi Julian began to 
expect with a good deal of impatience, when the 
companion who was destined to share it with 
him, entered the apartment 

At the first glance, Julian recogniased, to his 
surprise, the same indifferently-dressed, thin- 
looking person, who, during the first bargain 
which he had made with Bridlesley, had offici- 
ously interfered with his advice and opinion. 
Displeased at having the company of any stron- 
ger forced upon him, Feveril was still less satis- 
fied to find one who might make some claim of 
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acquaintance vfith him, however slender, since 
the circumstances in which he stood compelled 
him to be as reserved as possible. He therefore 
turned his back upon his destined messmate, and 
pretended to amuse himself by looking out of 
the window, determined to avoid all intercourse 
until it should be inevitably forced upon him. 

In the meanwhile, the other stranger went 
straight up to the landlady, where she toiled on 
household cares intent, and demanded of her, 
what she meant by preparing bacon and eggs, 
when he had positively charged her. to get no- 
thing ready but the fish. 

The good woman, important as every cook 
in the discharge of her duty, deigned not for 
some time so much as to acknowledge that she 
heard the reproof of her guest ; and when she 
did so, it was only to repel it in a magisterial 
and authoritative tone. — ^^ If he did not like 
bacon-*-(bacon from their own hitch, well fed 
oh peas and bran)— if he did not like bacon and 
eggs-»(new-laid eggs, which she had brought in 
from the hen-roost with her own h4nds)— why 
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80 put ca8e-«-k was the worse for his honour, 
and the better for those who did.^ 

'^ The better for those who 'like them ?^ an* 
swered the guest ; ^^ that is a& much as to say I 
am to have a companion, good wpman.^ 

^^ Do not good woman me^ sir," replied the 
milier^s wife, <^ till I call you good man; and, I 
promise you, many would scruple to do that to 
one who does not love eggs and bacon of a Fri- 
day.'* 

^^ Nay, my good lady/' said her guest, ^^ do 
not fix any misconstruction upon me-^ dare 
say the eggs and the bacon are excell^Qt ^ only, 
they are rather a dish too heavy for my stomach.'' 

*^ Ay, or your conscience perhaps, sir," an* 
swered the hostess. <' And now, I bethink me^ 
you must needs have your fish fried with oil, 
instead of the good drippings I was going to 
put to them. I would I could spell the nfiean^ 
ing of all this now ; but I warrant John Big- 
staff, the constable, could conjure something out 
of it" 

There was a pause here; but Julian, some-* 
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what alanned at the tone which the convena- 
tion assumed, became interested in watching the 
dumb shew which succeeded. By brining his 
head a little towards the left ; but without turn* 
ing round, or quitting the projecting latticed 
window where he had taken his station, he could 
observe that the |tranger, secured, as he seemed 
to think himself, from observation, had sidled 
close up to the landlady ; and, as he conceived, 
had put a piece of money into her hand. The 
altered tone of the miller^s moiety correspcmded 
very much with this supposition. 

^^ Nay, indeed, and forsooth,^ she siud, ** her 
house was Liberty-ball ; and so should every 
publican^s be. What was it to her what gentle- 
folks ate or drank, providing they paid for it 
honestly ? There were many honest gentlemen, 
whose stomachs could not abide bacon, grease, 
or dripping, especially on a Friday ; «.d what 
was that to her, or any one in her line, so gentie- 
Iblks paid honestly for the trouble ? Only, she 
would say, that her bacon and eggs could not 
be mended betwixt this and Liverpool ; and that 
she would live and die upon.^ 
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I BhaU hardly dispute it,'' said the strtnger; 
and turning towards Julian, he added, '^ I wish 
this gentleman, who I suppose is my trencher* 
companion, much joy of the dainties which I 
cannot assist him in consuming.^ 

^* I assure you, sir,'' answered Peyeril, who 
now felt himself compelled to^tum about, and 
reply with civility, ** that it was with difficulty 
I could prevail on my landlady to add my cover 
to yours, though she seems now sudi a zealot 
for the consumption of eggs and bacon.^ 

<' I am zealous for nothing,^ said the landa^ 
lady, *' save that men would eat thdr victuals, add 
pay their score ; and if there be enough in one 
dish to serve two guests, I see litde purpose in 
dressing them two ; however, they are ready now^ 
and done to a nicety.— Here, Alice ! Alice !^ 

The sound of that well-known name madd 
Julian start ; but the Alice who replied to the 
call ill resembled the vision which his imagina- 
tion connected with the acceuts, being a dowdy 
slip-shod wench, the drudge of the low inn which 
aiforded him shelter. She as^sted her mistress 
in putting on the table the dishes which the lut- 
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ter bad prepaEmd ; and ai foaming^ jug of home^ 
brewed ale h&og placed betwixt them, wat war^- 
ranted by Dame Whitecraft as exeetknt ; ^ fbr,^ 
said sfie^ ^^ we knbw by practii^ tbat too mnob 
water drowns the miQer^ and #e spore it Mr eur 
malt as we wcyald" in eqnr miftdatn^^ 

<< I dyink to yddr heatt^ in ft, dame^"^ sud 
the elder strangei* i ^ and a oup ef thanks fer 
Aese exeielient fish; and to tihe drdwnmg of all 
unkindness betwe«a UK^ 

^^ I thjulk you, Ar^^ ^M the dame, ^ and 
wish yon the Kke ; but I dsi*e Hot pledge youy 
fer ouf Gal&r say fi^ the ide* i^ brewed too^ strong 
fef women ;• so^ t only drntk a glass of canary at 
a time with a gessip^, or any gentlematt guest 
liittt is" so minded.^ 

. ^ You rfiall drink one w4th me tlien> dame,*' 
said Pereril, ** so you wiB let me have a flagon.^ 

^ That you shiJl, nr, imd as good as erer" 
was broached ; but I must to the mill, to get 
the key from the goodman.*" 

So saying, and tucking her dean gown through 
the pooket-lH^es, that her steps might be the 

voii. II. p.. 
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more alert, isind-faer dress ead^ dost,. off she 
tripped totlieiirill, whidk lay dose adjoining. 
' *' A dainty dame^ and dangerous, is the mill- 
er^s wife,^ said the stranger, looking at Peveril. 
^ Is not that old Chaucer's phnur ?"" 

** I— I beKeve ao,^ said Pevnl, aot niiidi 
rcf^ in Chtooer, ,who waa then cfven ttiHie ne- 
glected than at pijesedt ; and much savprisediat 
a litjSfWf qooia ti afc trom 09e of the ^aaeaa ap- 
pearance exhibited by the ponon befope him* 
' <^ Ycs^^ ansvctted the stranger, ^ I see that 
yoQ^Hke other young geSHleiaa^i of Ihejlime, ^re 
better acqaaintoi ivith Ccmkj and.WaUov ^^w 
widi the > urelL.of Sn^A undcfiled.' I cannot 
help dilbiing. Therearetoudies of natJure about 
the old bard of Woodstock, that, to^nie» aie 
Wfnth all the timui q$ kbprious wit m -Cowley, 
and all theoroate and artifioial iknplidty of hia 
coiutly conpad^. The descrip^ooy lor instanae, 
of hii^.coantry coquette,-— * 

* WinciDg the was, u !i a Wmaton eolt, 
Sireet m b flower », and upntgfai af « Jlwlt,* 

Then again, for pathos, where wHl ypci mend 
the dying scene of Arcite ? 
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* Alavvttiy hMitti queen ! a]«e, my wife! 
Giver at once, and ender of m j life. 
What II tbis worid ?— > What axen men to have > 
Now with hie love-^«ow in hie cold grave 
Alone, withouten other company.* 

But I tire you, sir; and do injuBtioe to the 
poet, whom I remember but'by halveB.^ 
' <' 0& the contrary, sir,^ replied Peveri]^ ^' you 
make bni moie intettigibie to ttie in yocnr reoita- 
tion, than I hawe found him when I have tried 
to penneliim myaelf.^ 

*^ Yon were only frigfaiened by the antiqoated 
spelHbg, and < the letters Made,* ^ raid hia com- 
panion^ ^* It it many a sAakr'B case, who mis«- 
takes a nut, which he could orack with a little 
exertion, for a bullet, which he must needs 
break his teeth on; but yours are better em« 
pIoyed.^Shall I offer you some of this fish f^ 

^< Not so, sir,^ rejdied Julian, wiiHng to shew 
himself a man of reading in his turn ; ^ I hold 
with old Caius, and profesa a fine judgment, to 
fight where I cannot chuse, and to eat no fish."^ 

The stranger cast a startled look around hind 
at this obsenration,' which Julian had thrown 

17 



MSYERII. OF THB PXAX. 

out, Oil purpose to mcettsin^ if possoMe, the qua- 
lity of his compamon^ whose present laoguage 
was so different from the character he had as- 
sumed at Bridlesley'^s. His countenance, too, 
dtthough likd featiirea w«ie.of aa ordsnaiyi n6t 
to say ittMn cast^ had that jchanuter. of /iotellt- 
ge«ce which aducation giires to the Huist homely 
tmidri i md bm ■nmaers wece so: eacf and Aiakm* 
h$itmamdi ds pkfaily abewied Moampldte mequmaU 
ance with' society, as welt ift the haUit «£. nia* 
gling with it in the higher. stages. The ahorm 
wUah hd had ^^fidiiitlff Aiwm at Peirerirs aii^ 
aiTery 1v»s. hut iaokatetary; fiir ha tflmaatl.iHf 
•tiMfttljr m^edf with A fliaile^ '^ I pmrniae •fekki 
m$ that f9m aal iii n4> daagtMfas-cflMyaay j £n» 
notwitbitalidbng my fiskdInmB, I aat udchjduM 
posed to trifle with soMejof yout aavoury'neifi^ 
if you will indulge ncr 430 fiir.^. . " 

Peteril aooordiiigily rahfoDcdd AestatognAi 
tiencher with what xemaitted of the hactm indt 
egfg^ and aaw him swallow^ a iBotdhful or tifo 
with apparent relifth ; hvl presently after, hegto 
to dally with his ktaf6 lUid foric, like one wboas 
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appedtO;^ sadated i then' took along Attuglit 
oC theblaok jack^ aad haadtd his |ria|t6r to fte 
large mastijOT dog, wbo^ attracted by the smeft 
-of the dnmer, had sate befare him for some 
-timet liokkig bts chops^ rad tdUamiag with his 
cjto every mond whiok die guest imed to fab 
hcML 

'< Hsn^ my. poor feUow^^ said he, ^ diou hast 
.kad no fidi, and veedest this siipermiiiienu<y 
-trendier -load mooe tkn I do. I eannot ifkb- 
stand thy mute sappliostton any longer.^ 

The dog ansii^rol tfaese oourtasi^s by a elfS 
^diphe of the tail, ifhiie he- gobbled lip :«Hiat Vaft 
assigned him by the stran^r's benevoleno^, ia 
the greater haste, that be beavd hia mistresses 
▼oioe at the* dpbrs 

<^ Here' is the canary, gentlemen,^ said the 
landlady; ** and the goodman has set i^-rtie 
.mill, to oolite to wait on you him^eUl He al- 
ways does so, when company diinkwine/ 

^>' Thai he may come m fbr the hosf s, that is, 
for the lioA^a shaise,^ said the strangetv'ihipking at 
vaivianL' 

** rrhe shot is mine,^ said Jidian ; ^' and li 
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Aiae lioii iritt timn: it^ I wiH wiUmgly IkiIqw 
4aiptlierqmrt«obiaitiiiid0iiyoii«air« laem: 
In^Jl old eustems.^ 

Tb«M 8onilds dnighi the ear of Cidfar While- 
crafty wl)o. bed ententd tjK- looai,. • ftampfing 
Mfetkmta b£ bie robuil tmim, pRfMocd to pbij 
the ctvil, or the nwAj hoet^ as bis oompeiqr 
ehould be acceptable f* otbcewbe. At Jiiljaii*s 
iiivititfaoB, be dofed Iw dan^ bon o e fc ■ bniAw di 
£rom bia aleere the looaer particlea of bis pro- 
feanonal dual— •and tttliiig down on the end of s 
bench, about e ]»urd bom. the tabk, fiUad a glasa 
of canary^ and dmak' to bia giieils, and << eapfr. 
cjiaUy to this ooble gentlaaiaiiy^ iodifiatiiig Fevfr> 
jil^wbobad^oideredlhecaDary. ... 

Julian relumed the oourteay by drinkii^ bis 
beallby and aalring^bat oeva vereidbout^in the 
«|Hitfy. 

'* Nought^ Ac^ I bears oa.noiig^t^ exaept tUs 
plot, aa they call, it, that diey.iffe pursuing the 
PafHshorsab^ul; but it biing^ wntec to.my mill, 
M the saying .18. ..Between fxpvesses borryiBg 
hither and tbitber, and. guards and prisoners 
riding to and again, and. the custom of the 
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ne^bdofSi^ tliat ODine tl» «pmk oi&t the iiew» fff 
an evenings nightly I may mp^^ iovtead of ancte 
a-week, why the spiggot is in use, gentlenim, 
and ybur buidlord ibrives ; aadithen I, mriing 
as •comlaUe, and' being iv. known FoBCestaM^ I 
have taf^)edy I may ':renlufer to aty, it maiy 'be 
ten stands of ale extraordinaiy, bes«fes a reason- 
able sale of unne for a country comer. Heaven 
make ns thankluly and keep alt gaod Ftotostants 
irom plot JBttd PoperyP 

^ I cam easily ooficeiv«) my friendy^ imkl Jii« 
Kan, i< tliat raridaity 'is a Tponsim which rans 
naturally to liie alehodse f and that anger^ and 
jealousy, and fear, tana aft of them tbiiaty pas^ 
sions, and great eonsomets of home-brewed. ' Bat 
I am a perfect stmnger in these' parts; and I 
would wiffingly learn, &om' a'sensiUeinan'iibe 
you, a little of this same plot, ofwhidi'men 
speak so tnueh, audi appear to Itiiow so> little.'^ ' 

'^ Leai'n a little of it?-UWhyj it is the itott 
horriUe— the most damnable blood^diirsty beast 
isl a pl(M>*-^But hcldi hoM, my good mMter; I 
hope, in the first^^lace^you beli^v€^4ieiie isa 



;St8 .MMBSL OF THE njLK. 

plot? foCy ^Amluat^ the Justice wsM faaivJe a 
WtHsd with 7011^ /8c^ futt as my nave is John 

K/Wbitoeprfu'' 

^ U Onilmtjx^i^ said Peveril; ^ for I 
Haame ymi, miiielioit, I ibelieim in the plot as 
Ae^ and fiiUy as a muk can.'hslieve in any 
J^iiiig he ea)DiM>t^ undsaoBtaiicL^ 
: ^^ God jforibid tjhai; any body Aould pretend 
to ttB^evi^taad it^ and the inq^Uial) conBtaUe; 
f^ for his worship the Juatioe Jays* it is a mile 
Jigfy^ hipi ; aad bts ha as de^^as meal of them. 
JfcH men mwfhi^ie^f tboii^ tbey do not $a^ 
tdersland ; and tfial i^ what tfae RamaBiat^ wy 
4li^walv4s. But ;^iis J alD jmm tip it wake&a 
asere atiiiraigt tias^ for j«alscas» and irkaefisesi^ and 
Mnatal^flaiPi^Soiiere'a to yaar heabli again) gea- 

^^^^aaw*aHa •^^ a» ^irwsvi ^^» ^^wa^^v ^^aa^wa^p • 

' ,;^< 'Colae, CQBie^ John Wbiteoraftr ^sii his 
wlfie^ ; ^f do aat you den^cpnt ymvaelf by naming 
ifitaaaies; alaipg with jnii^c^ and ^^ All 

ilia iRwld knows how they leoaia by their moa^.^^ 
i ;^ Ay, but all the wotld knows that tib^ do 
^owa by ^y daiae; and idiat is d gneat comfort. 
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They niatk in their cBsnacaxsal silks, and swag- 
ger in thdr buff and soarlet, iriio but they P-^ 
Ay, ^9 the cursed fox tlirives«--*asid not so 
unujsed neither. It them not Doetmr Titus Oatet^ 
.the saviovr xsS Ae nation«*^oes he not lire at 
•Whitdhidlp and eat off plate, and haire a pension 
of ihoiisands a^-year, for iriiat I know p andis he 
tiot to be fibhopbf Litchfield, so aoon as Doctor 
Doddrum ifiesP^ 

^ Then i: hope Doctor Doddnnn^s reverence 
mSi live these tiwenty j^ears; and I dane say t 
41m the first that evenrished mich A msh,^ toid 
itm Iiostess. ^ I do not understand these doings, 
not I ; and if a hnndred Jesuits came to hold a 
consult at my house, as they did at the White 
IliNrse Tavern, I* should think it quite Kmt of 
the line of business to bear witness against tHitm, 
provided they drank well, and paid their scotie.^ 

** Very true, dame^'^ said her eldfer ' guest ; 
^Hhat is what I edl keeping a good^^ublfc^ 
pcHisdenie ; imd so I will pay score pre^etitly, 
and he Jvgging on my way.'^ - 

; Fimri}, M bis^ pait, alto demalid^ a reekori- 
ing, and discharged it so liberally, that the mill- 



S31 nrrBftlL OF THB PSAT^ 

er lloumhed hk bat as lie boired, and <he h^^ 
curtsied dfy#ii«tirtbe ground. 

The kanes of both guests were brooght fcMth ; 
jmd they moimtedj in* order to depart in conn- 
pany. The host and hostess stood in the door, 
to see them dqNirt* The landlord proSbred a 
-sdfTup-cup to the elder guest, while the landlady 
-offered Pereril a ghtfs firoin her own peculiar 
bottle. For this purpose, she mounted on the 
hmrseoblock, with flask and glass^in hand ; so that 
it was easy ^ the departing guest, although on 
horseback, to return the eourteay in the most api> 
proved manna% namely, by throwing hb arm 
over his landlady's dioulder, and salutbg her at 
partmg. 

Qsme Whitecraft could not decline this fami. 
liarity ; for there is no room for traversing upon 
m horse-block, and the hands whidi might have 
served her for resktaiioe, were occupied with ^ass 
and bettle-**matters too precious to be throwtv 
away in such a straggle., Apparently, however, 
die had something el36 in her head ; for, as^ after 
H'brifsf affectation of relwtanccf, she pemntted 
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» 

Feverirs face taappvoach hiBt\ she whiipered in 
Us car, ^^ Beware of trapaas r-«4in awful iatiiaa- 
tioD, ^hicb^ m thoae days of distruat, saspicioiiy 
>|Bd tsaacheiy, waa aa eflEeottial in inter«tictii^ 
free and sodalintereourse, aa the advertisement 
jof£ ^*. man^traps and apring^guos,^ to {Hroteet an 
orchard. PresHng her band, in intimalion that 
he'campvehended her hint, she shook bis warmly 
xin return, and bade God speed him. There was 
41 cloud on John Whitecraft^^ brow ; nor did bis 
iinal frrewell sound half so cordial as that wluch 
Jiad been spoken within doors. But then Pevet- 
ril reflected, that the satne guest is not always 
equally acceptable to landlord and landlady ( 
and unconscious of having done anything to etf 
cite th^ miUer'*s dispteasujpe, he pursued bis jour- 
ney without thinkiaff fwrtber of the matter. 

Julian wasalittle surprised, and not altogether 
pleased, to find that his new ao(|qaintance held 
-the same road with him. He had many reasons 
for wishbg to travel alone ; and the bosteas'^s 
cauti<m still rung in his ears. If this man, poft> 
aessad of so much ahrawdness aa his couoHoianoe 



aloA oiavierialkiaiiituhiitady ^fofmlile^ aslhe had 
iNicnwa ta ircnark, «tt4^didgiflitdl heiieatft JUb 
j9O^ti909 .tboiild pTDY?^ 'as. wb Mk^j^ to hem 
iBOOwtikd Jofbit or mmmagpfmtt, ' twy r Hiag 
npw Ibw gf«at task 'o£ 'the- ouimiicmiifEiig- 
JfHidy jnd raadBg oui cf ihb Northern lieresg^ 
t-pA loore dtngODoUs odiiiiMUiioD» fitt* a panoii is 
^ o wo circuoifrtaiiOMiy eoiiUI h^rdy be hoai^ 
aince k^oping aociatj Irilb Idn aui^ aafin to 
Authoriaa wbatevec xeporta had beed. qpr^ad 4»ft- 
cemipg the attaabmeot of bia fio&ily ta the.Ca. 
thpHc aau9e» At the sfeuoa tikae, if i«s -wmy diC- 
£pul^ without aptual mdoptea^ to ahake off the 
company of cM)^ who se^Aiad dftemmiad, whalhar 
qapken to or not, ta remm ^n^^side of hiih. 
. FeyefU tri^d tk» ^^ffsmawt of! xidiog dow i 
but bia fympamcn, dirtaeltiuiad not to daop^him^ 
lAaiQkeofd hia paf:^, «a«#'to.la9C|)r;(dfMie. bjr:ttin« 
JuUaa.th«9 «puned biahooa toa&H^tiot; and 
wm «QOtt. aatiafied^ that the. simiffBX, natwkb- 
jitaudiug thf aManaaaa of bia appearapaciy intaab 
jnucb bfiltar molintad tb»i Uai^aelfji as Iq seuder 
^wu any tboHi^ite of.oMridibg biai; > Ha ^idkd 
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XKf Us homm tb k tauHhe leiisaiMible pace^ there. 
£n9^ m afMirt of de^Mir* Uptm his clonig io, Ini 
companion, who had been hitherto flUmt, obaer^ 
wd, th|it< Fermi w^ Mt aoi weU qiudifisd to try 
np^ Upon the joUd^ ^ be would hfive been had 
)ie abgd^ hyhi^ lBja^t\ii0fitm of. hors&^ash that 

Peveril assented dr^y»' but obscttted^ A^ tha 
flDilpal WOldd acirvehis»miaedutte purpose^ though 
^ feaired it ^lould mid^ hiai indiffevciftt eonw 
panyffo? a p^cspli butler Hiountied. 

. <^ 9y nojBi^As,? ^awec^hi&ciYil.coKopanmty 

« 

\^ J$mom of tbo$e.^wbo:baT0 tittveU0d so^mucbf 
as to be apcufitoifiM>to.iiuike my journey. 4t aay 
i^t# €{ istoti<m whii^' miiy be! wosl ^gv^snble to 
ifty oompany*^ 

Pe¥«nl i|iadi»i»o?r«ply tor diis pobt^ iatimatiott^ 
b^ilg top sincefKe to t^er the thanks whriofay in 
%M|r(^y9 tirare thd prdper aiis9ner.t--^A sdcmd 
pause ensuedi yfhkdt wiaa brdken by Jidfan adc*« 
il^ th^ Stwager wbtlher thdEr foads were. Hkely : 
toli^lang!(x^theria.the8aine>diii9GlacMi. . 
; <M eanaot, tell^"" said the stuanger^ wnili^, 
^^ unless I knew which way you were travelUn^J^ 
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- <« I am uiK»it«n bow far I Aall go to.mgbt,'' 
•aid Julian, willingly miMinderstandti^ the pur- 
port of.the reply. 

^' And so am I,^ replied the stranger ; ^* bnt 
ihougli my horse goes better dian yours, I ifaink 
it will be wise to spare bini ; and in case our n>ad 
continues to lie the same way, we are like to sup, 
as we bare dined together.^ 

Julian made no ioisw^ wbaterer to thisvound 
intimation, but contioded to= ride 6ii, turnteg, in 
Imown mnd, whether it would not be wisest to 
come tb a dislsnet explmiatf on with his pertina- 
dous attendant, and to expliun, in so many words, 
diat it was his pleasure to travel alone. But, be^ 
ades that the sort of aoquaintanoe which they 
l|«l fonoed during diimer, nndered him unwil. 
ling tO'be Erectly uncivil towards a person of 
gentlemanlike manners, he had also to coiuider 
that he might very possiUy be mistakoi in this 
man^s dwraeter, and purpose ; in which case, the 
cynically refusing the todety ^ a sound Pro* 
testant, would affi>rd as {Mcgnant matter of sus* 
pidon, as travdQfaigin company mA a diiguised 
Jesuit^ 
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After brief reflectiony therefore, he resolved to 
endttre the incumbrance of the stranger^s society, 
until a fair opportunity should occur to rid him- 
self of it ; and in the meantime^ to act with as 
muchiCimtion as he posnbly could, in any com* 
muttication that might take place between them ; 
fer Dame Whitecraff's p«*ting caution still rang 
anxiously in his ears, tgad the consequences of 
his own arrest upon susfncion^.must deprive him 
of every oppovtiEtity of serving his &ther, or the 
Countess, <x Major Bridgenortb, upon whose iik 
terest, also, he had promised himself to keep an 
eye. 

While he revolved these things in his mind, 
they had journeyed several miles without speak« 
ing; and now entered upon a more waste coua^ 
try, and worse roads, than they had hitherto 
found, being, in fact, approaching the more hilly 
county of Derbyshire* In travelling on a very 
stony and uneven lane, Julianas horse repeated* 
ly stumbled ; and had he not been supported by 
the .ndex?a judicious use of aid and Ut^ must at 
length :C8rtatnLy have faUen undex^ him^ 

^' These are times which crave wary riding, 
sir,^ said his companion ; '^ and by your seat in 
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(he^Baddley aifd jobr hand ooi tfiercdn, ^oa s^em 
to imdenftand it/* 

^* I have been long a honenuoi^ nr/* kasmeeeA 
Pevbril. 

'^ And long a tnTdUer too, aur, I sfaouM nqiu 
poie ; fliaoey by the great caution yon dbsmw^ 
you seem to think the human ton^e requitea ar 
curby as wdil as the hocae^a jsws.^ ' 
. ^' Wiser mai than I hare been of ojmnon,^ 
answered PeVeri^ ^* Aat it were a part of pro. 
dolee ti> be alenC, when men have little or mi- 
thii^tosay:^ 

^ I cannot approve of their opioion,^ answer- 
ed the stranger. *' All knowledge is guned by 
oommunication^ ellbet with the dead^ through - 
books^r^ more pleasingly > through the oonver*', 
satioii of the fiving. Tihit doff and dutriSy Ayxte, 
saf0 escbided from ilnpiovement; and aurdy their 
situatian is not so eaviaUe that we diould imitate 
tbevb^ 

At dns iHiistration» which widbned n startling 
echo in Pev^^s>bo80in9 the youiig man kbked 
hard at his oompanion; but in the oonpbaed 
cpunttekianoe,. and calm Une^e, heiead nocon- 

14 . . , 
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fldousnesB of a fiutber mcfloitDg. diaa the words 
knmefiately and dif eod j implied. He paused a 
BDoment^ and then am^w&red, *< You seem to be 
d pennon, mr, of Ar&wA apprehenskm ; and I 
should have thought it* might have oixsarred to 
yon, that in the present suspictous times, mfin 
may, without censure, avmd comianmioation with 
strangers. Yon know not me; and to me you 
are totally imknown. There is not xocnbh for mueh 
discourse between us, without trespassing on the 
general topics of the day, which carry in them 
seeds of quarrel between friends, mudi more be- 
twixt strangers. At any other time, the society 
of ffii intelligent comptfiaon would have been most 
acceptable upon my soUtary ride; but at pre* 



"At present Temd the other, intemipdnglum. 
<< You are lilce the cAA Bomans, who held that 
hoHis tneont both a stranger and an enemy. I 
will therefore be no longer a stranger. My name 
is Ganlesse— by pr^lemon I am a Roman Gatho* 
lie priest-^i ttn tt^at^Hing here in dread of my 
lilb— and I am v^ glad to h$M you for a com* 
panion.^, 

VOL. It. Q 
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<< I thank you for the informaticxi, with all my' 
heart,'' said Peveril ; « and to avail myself of it 
to the uttermost,'! must beg of you to ride for- 
ward, or lag behind, or take a side path, at your. 
own pleasure ; fen* as I ami no Catholic, and tra- 
vel upon buaness of high concernment, I am ex« 
posed both to risk and delay, and even to danger, 
by keeping sueh suspicious company. . And so^ 
Master Ganlesse, keep your own pace, and I will 
keep the contrary; for I beg leave to forbeat 
your' company.'' 

' As Peveril spoke thus, he puUed.up his horsey 
and made a full stop. 

The stranger burst out a-laughing* " What,'* 
he said, <' you. forbear my company for a trifle 
of danger ? Saint Anthony I How the warm 
blood of the Cavaliers is chilled in the young men 
of 'the present day ! This yoting gallant, now, 
has a father^ I warraot you, who has endured as 
many adventures for hunted priests^ asr a knight- 
errant for distressed 'damseb." 

<^ This r£uUery av^ls nothjuag, s^r," said Pevje^- 
ril. . ^< I must reqtfeat you will keejryour own 
way." ' > ' , ' 



1 » ♦ 
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" My way is yours,^ said the pertinacious 
Master Ganlease, as he called himself; ^^ and we 
will both travel the safer, that we journey in com* 
pany. I have the receipt of fern^seed^ man, and 
walk inyiahle. Besides^you would not have me 
quit you in this lane, where there is n» turn to 
right jor left?" 

Pevferil moved on, desirous to avoid open v^ch 
laice ; for which the indifferent tone of the ijn^r. 
veller, indeed, afforded no apt pretext ; yet high- 
ly disliking his company, and determined to tak$ 
the first opportunity to rid himself of it. , 

The stranger proceeded the same pace, with 
him^ keying cautiously on. his bcidk-hand, as if 
to secure that 'advantage.in. case. of a, struggle. 
But his language did not intimate the jiei^t. ap- 
prehension. . /' You do me wjsong,^ he ^e^d.tp. 
PeverU, "and yoUv equally wrong yQursi^lf. , Yqu 
are .uncertain where to lodge to-nigbV^t^rusttq 
my guidance* Here, is an. ancient, ball, .^it;biM 
fmir miles, with an . old .toightly. Paij^taJoon. fon 
ita lord«r-an aP-be-ruffed.X>wie Bmrlpia^a.fqp 4he 
Udy gay?^ Jesmit, ip a ))utler> babit» to. «^ 
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graoe-^-^m old tale of Edgdrill and Worster fights 
to tdkh a ^Id venimm pamy, aad a flaik of 
claret mantled with tobwelMH-Hi bed lor jou in 
the ptiefif ■ fakling^hole-«-and, tat aaght I know, 
^rettj Mifltress Betty^ tha diuiy^jnaid, to make 
k ready * 

« This has no charms for me, sir,^ said Fere* 
111, who, in i^te of himself, could not but be 
amused with the ready skaldi which thestrvger 
sMTe c^ manrf an old mansion in ChcthiBe and 
Deiiiydnre^ wdiere the owners retained the an^ 
cient fai Ai of JHcmek 

<^ Well, I see I eamnot efaarm you in this wj 
^ntinued Us oompanion ; *' I must strike 
other key. I am no longer Oanksse, the semi^ 
Bii^ priest, but (changing bis tooe^ and snuffing 
m the nose) Simon Canter, iipoor preacher of the 
word, who travels this wny to call simierjito re^ 
p^ntanoe; and to strengthen, and to edify^and 
to fructify, among the scattered remnant who 
hold fkst the truth««^Wbat say yon to this, mi"^ 

^ I admire yoiff twsatility, sir, and eonki be 
eoteitained with it at lutothar time. Atpnscnt, 
nncerity is more in reqpiest.^ 



*» 
> 
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'< &&icerity !^^ said the stranger ;«— ^^ A diilif b 
whisde, with but iwo notes in it-^yca, yea, and 
naj, nay. Why, man, the rery Quakers hawe 
renouncad it, and have got in its stead a gaUant 
recorder, called Hypocrisy, that is somewhat like 
Sincerity in form, but of mnoh greater eompasa, 
and combines the whole ganmt Ciome, be ruled 
— 4ie a disciple of Simon Canter for the erenii^ 
and we will leave the old tumbledown eastle.of 
the imight aforesaid, on the left hand, for a new 
brick-built mansion, erected by an eminent salt. 
Ix^er from Namptwicb, who expeets the said 
Simon to make a strong spiritual pickle for the 
preservation of a soul somewhat corrupted 1^ the 
e? il communications of this wicked world. Whi^ 
say you ? He has two daughtenk«-J3righter eyes 
never beamed under a pindied hood ; and for 
myself, I think there is more fire in those who 
Uve only to love and to devotion, than in your 
court beauties, whose hearts are running on 
twenty folHes beside. You know not the plea»* 
sure of bang cbnscienee^keeper to a pretty pra* 
cisian, who in one breath repeats her foibles, 
and in the next confesses her passion. Perhaps^ 
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though) you may have kndwh such in your day ? 
Come, sir^ it grows too dark to see your blushes ; 
but I am sure they are burning on your cheek.^ 

« You take great freedom, sir,^ said Pereril^ 
as they now approached the end of the kn^ 
n^ere it opened on a broadxx>mmon ; '^ and you 
seem rather to count more on my fdrbearanoe, 
than you have room to do with safety. We are 
now nearly free of the lane which has made us 
companions for this last half hour. To avoid 
your further company, I will take the turn to the 
left, upon that common ; and if you fcdlow me, 
it 'shall be at your peril. Observe, I am well 
armed ; and you will fight at odds.^ 

*^ Not at odds,^ returned the provoking stran- 
ger, " while I have my brown jennety.with whidi 
I €aii ride round and around you at pleasure ; 
and this text, of a handful in length, (shewing a 
pistol, which he drew from his bosom,) which 
discharges very convindng doctrine on the pres. 
sure of a fore>finger, and is apt to equalize all 
odds, as you call them, of youth and strength. 
Let there be no strife between us, however — ^the 
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iboarJies before us-^huse your path on itr-^I 
take the other.'' 

. ^^ I wish, you good night, dr," said Pevml to- 
the stranger. . *f I ask your fiurgiveness, if I have 
misconstrued yod in any thing ;, but the times are 
perilous, and. a inan's life may dep^id on the 
society in. which he trayek." 

^^ True," said the stranger ; *^ but in your case, 
the danger is already ^undergone, and you shouki 
seek to counteract it* You have traydled in my 
company long enough to devise a handsome 
branch of the Popish Plot. How will you look, 
when you see come forth, in comely folio form,. 
The Narrative of Simon Canter, otherwise called 
Stephen Ganlesse, concerning the horrid Pq[Hsh 
Conspiracy for the Murther of the King, and 
Massacre of all Protestants, as given on oath to the 
Honourable House of Commons ; setting forth, 
how far Julian Peveril, younger of Martindale 
Casde^ is concerned in carrying on the same—''' 

" How, sir ? What mean you ?" said Peveril, 
much startled. 

** Nay, sir," replied his companion, " do not 
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^AenvKfi, jaytiikvpggfc Now dut Ontesjnd 
Bedloe have drawn the great prizes^ the wtlbtm* 
dinite diacoroers get Ultle bat by the sale of 
Ikeir nanratm^ and Janewajy.Newnuoi^ Siaau 
BMHBi^ and eyerf bookidilero£tha»y willtdl you- 
HakL llie tide is haLF tbe^naixatiTe. "Ming diidl^ 
therefore sel fordi the vuiooa Khemet j«a have 
tyrfnitfw ntffatfd to mc^ of ^^M^'wg ten tf MH i *"!**^ 
aoldicni'.froni the Ueof Mm npon the coast a£ 
TanciiJiire ; and maicfauig mto WtigB^ to joia 
the ten thousand pBgrinu who are to be shipped 
from Spain ; and so cooapleting thedesiraatioii 
of the Protestant rdi^n^ and of the demted 
sitjr of Loadoik Tnily^ I think siidii a naKr&^ 
dve^ welLqpiced with a few bensorsi and pub* 
fidiedy cum prUUggiotparUamenti^ saight^thott^ 
Ae aarket he. sooiewhat oyerstocked^* be stall 
worth some ivveatj or thirty pieoea^. 

^^ Tou seem to know me, sir,^ said FeTstil t 
^ Band if so, I dunk Tmaj hiAy ask. you your 
purpose m thus btating me ctunpany, end the: 
meaning of all this rhapsody. If it be qmo 
banter, I can endure it within proper limit ; al- 

15 



thoBgii it ill imdyU on the {MTt of a fltraogvr* If 
you haye aoy further purpoee, speak it out ; I 
am not to be trifled with.^ 

<^ Good^ Bow,^ flaid the atraiiger» knghing^ 
'f into what an uhprofitablo diafe you have put 
yourself ! An Italian Jiioruscito^ whan he d^ 
wet a parley with you» takef aim fram bdiisd a 
wall^ with his long gttti» and prefaces his^xmfim. 
OBca wiib Fomo tirare. So does yowr maiiroC- 
wiar five a gun across the bows of a Han».niogaa 
Indiaman, just to briJ^ her to ; and 'lo do I 
d^ew Master Julian Peveril, that, if I were one 
of the hmimiable aooiety of witnesses and in- 
formers^ with whom his imagination has asso* 
osted me for these two hours past, he is as much 
wkhin my danger i^>w, as what he is ever likely 
to be.^ Then, suddenly changing his Uxae to se* 
rious, which was in general ironical, he added, 
^ Young man, when the pestilence is diffused 
through the air of a aty, it is in yaiu men would 
avoid the disease, by seekmg solitude, and shun* 
niag the company of their feUow^sufferers,^ 
In what, then, consists th^r safety f^ said 
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Peveiil, willing to aacertain, if posi^e, the drift 
ot his companipn'^s purpose. 

*' In following the counsek of wise physi- 
cians i^ such was the stranger's answer. 

f' And as $uchy^ said Feveril, ^^ you offer ine 
•your advice ?^ 

^< Pardon me, young man,^ said the stranger, 
haughtily, *< I see no reason I should do so.-— I 
am not,*^ he. added, in bis former tone, ^< your 
physician feed — I offer no advice — I only say 
it would be wiise that you sought it^ 

<< And from whom, or wherey icaa I obtain 
it ?"* said Peveril. ^^ I wander in this country, 
like one in a dream ; so much a few months havie 
changed it« Men who form^ly occupied them- 
selves with their own affairs, are now swallowed 
up in matters of state policy ; and those tremble 
under the appr^ension of some strange and 
sudden convulsion of empire, who were formerly 
only occupied by the fear o£ going to bed sujp- 
' perless. And to sum the matter, I meet a stran- 
ger, apparently well acquidnted with my name 
and concerns, who first attaches himself to me. 



i 
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whether I will or no ; and then, refuses me ex* 
planation of his buiuhess, while he menaces me 
with the strangest accusations.'" 

*^ Had I meant such infamy,^' said the stran^ 
<ger, ^.^ beheve me, I had not. given you the 
thread of my intrigue. But be wise, and come 
on with me. There is, hard by, a small inn, 
'.where, if you can take a stranger^s warrant for 
it, we shall sleep in perfect security.'*^ 

" Yet you. yourself," said Peveril, " but now 
were anxious to avoid observation ; and in .that 
case, how can you protect me .f*" 

^^ Psha ! I did but silence that tattling land- 
lady, in the way in which such people are most 
readily hushed ; and for Topham, and his brace 
of night owls, they must hawk at other and lesser 
game than I should prove.'' 

Peveril could not help admiring the easy and 
confident incUfference with which the stranger 
seemed to assume a superiority to all the cir- 
cumstances of danger around him ; and after 
hastily considering the matter with himself, 
came to the resolution to keep company with 
him for this night, at least ; and to learn, if pos^ 
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able, who he really was, and to what party in 
the estate he was attached. The boldness aq4 
freedom of his talk seemed almost inconsistent 
with his following the perilous, though at diat 
time the gunful trade of an infomier. Np 
doubt, such persons assumed every appearance 
which could insinuate them into the confidence 
of their destined victims ; but Julian thought he 
discovered in this man'*s maiuier, a wild and 
reckless frankness, which he could not but con^ 
nect with the idea of sincerity in the present case. 
He therefore answered, after a momenta's recoU 
lection, *^ I embrace your proposal, dr '; although, 
by doing so, I am repodng a sudden, and peac^ 
haps an unwary, confidence.^ 

<' And what am I, then, reposing in you P^^ 
said the stranger. <^ Is not our confidence 
mutual 7*^ 

** No; much the contrary. I know liodbting 
of you whatever<p-«"you have named me ; and^ 
knowing me to be Julian Peveril, know you 
may travel witli me in perfect security.^ 

f^ The devil I do T answered his companuHL 
<< I travel in the same security as with a lighted 
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petard, which I may expect to explode every 
movnent Are you not the son of Peyeiil of the 
Peak, ^th whose name Prelacy and Popery are 
so dosely alHed, that no old woman of eidier 
sex in Derbyriiire, condudes her prayer without 
a petition to be freed frcnn all three? And do 
you not come from the Popish Countess of 
Derby^ brining, for aught I know, a whole 
army of Manxmen in youi^ pocket, with full 
complement of arms, ammunition, baggage, and 
a train of field artillei^ P"^ 

« It is not very Hkely I should be so poorJy 
mounted,^ said JuUain, laughing, << if I had such 
a weight to carry. But lead on, sir. I see t must 
wait for your confidence, till you think proper 
to confer it ; for you are already so well ac- 
quainted with my afikirs, that I have nothing to 
offibr you in exchange for it.^ 

^* AfhnSf then,^ said his companion ; <^ ^ve 
yova horse the spur, and raise the curb rein, lest 
be measure the ground with his noee, instead of 
his paces* We ore not now more than a fhfloog 
or two from the (dace ol enteHaihrnent^ 
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They mended their pace accordingly, and 
soon arrived at the small solitaiy inn which the 
traveller had mentioned. When its light began 
to twinkle before thiem^ the stranger, as if recol. 
kcting something he had forgotten, << By the 
way, you must have a name to pass by ; for it 
may be iU travelling under your own, as the fel« 
low who keeps this house is an old Cromwelliaii. 
What will you call yourself? — My name is«->for 
the present— ^anlesse.^ 

*' There is no occasion to assume a name at 
all,^ answered Julian. ^^ I do not incline to use a 
borrowed one, especially as I may meet wiA some 
(m'e who knows my oWn.^ 

*' I will call you Julian, then,^ said Master 
Ganlesse ; << for Peveril will smell in the nostrils 
of mihe host of idolatry, conspiracy, Smidifield 
faggots, fish upon Fridays, the murder of Sir 
Edmondbury Godfrey, and the fire of pui^a. 
tory.'' 

As he'spdce thus, they alighted under the 
great broad-^branched oak tree, which served to 
canopy the ale-bench, which, at an earlier hour,. 
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had groaned under the weight of a frequent 
conclave of rustic politicians. Ganlesse, as he 
dismounted, whistled in a particularly shrill note, 
and was answered from within the house. 
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CHAPTER X. 

He was a feUow in a peasint's guh ; 

Yet one could censare you a woodcock's carving. 

Like any conitier at the oidinaiy. 

7%e Orilmiry. 

The person who appeared at the door of the 
little inn to receive Ganlesse, as we mentioned 
in our last chapter, sung, as he came forward, 
this scrap of an old ballad,-— 

^* Good even to you, Diceon ; . 

And how have you i^ped ? 
Bxing yoa the bonny biide 

To banquet and bed ?*' 

To which Ganlesse answered, in the ssune tone 
and tune,— 



" Content thee, kind Bobin ; 

He need little care, 
Who brinnrshome a fat buck 

Instead of a hare." 
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<^ You have missed your blow, then,^ nud 
the othfflTy in re{dy, 

^^ I tell you I have not,^ aosw^^d Gaolesse ; 
^* but you will think of nought but your own 
thriving occupations-May the plague that be- 
longs to it stick to it ! though it bath been the 
nuddng of thee.^ 

<^ A man must livey IHecoo Ganlease^^ S8i4 
the other. 

<< Well) well,"^ said Ganlesse, ^^ bid my friend 
welcome, for my sake. Hast thou got any sup- 
per ?"• 

^^ Reeking like a sacrifice*«-<Chaubert has done 
his best. That fellow is a treasure I give him a 
farthing candle, and he will cObk a good supper 
with it.-— Come in» sir. My friend^ friend is weU 
oome, as we say in my country.*" 

<^ We must have our hones looked to first,^ 
said Peveril, who began to be considerably un- 
certain about the character of his companions— 
<^ that done, I am for yoU.''^ 

Ganlesse gave a second whistle ; a groom ap- 
peared, who took charge of both tb^ boorsea, 
and they theaiaelves entered the inn. 

VOL. II. B 
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The ordinary rocmi of a poor inn teemed to 
have undergone some alterations, to reader it fit 
for company of a higher deseription. There were 
« beaufef, a coach, and one or two other pieces 
<»f fiirtdtui^, of a style inconastent with the ap- 
pearance of the pkce. The table-cloth, whidi 
was ready laid, was of the finest damask ; and 
the spoons^ forks, &c. were of silver. Peveril 
looked at this apparatus with some surprise; 
and again turning his eyes attentively upon his 
travelfing companion Gaidesse, he could not 
help discovering, (by the aid of imagination, 
perhaps,) that though insignificant in person, 
plain in features, and dresaed like one in indi- 
gence, there lurked still about his person and 
•manners, that indefinable easeof manner which 
belongs only to men of birth and quality, or to 
those who are in the constant habit of frequent- 
ing the best company. His companion, whom 
he called Will Smith, although tall, and rather 
good-looking, besides being much better dressed, 
had not, nevertheless, exactly the same ease of 
demeanour; and was obliged to make up far 
the want, by an additional proportion of assa- 
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lance. Who these two persons could be, Pe^ 
"veril could not attempt even to form a guess. 
There was nothing for it, but to wateh their 
manner and conversation. 

After spealung a moment in wluspers. Smith 
said to his companion, *^ We must go look after 
our nags for ten minutes, and allow Chaubert to 
do his office.^ 

<< Will he not appear, and minister before us, 
then ?^ said Ganlessie. 

^^ What, he ? — ^he shift a trencher— -he hand a 
imp ?— no, you forget whom you speak of. Such 
an order were enoagh to make him fall on Us 
own sword— he is already on the borders of de- 
spair, because no craw-fish are to be had.^ 

** Alack-a-day !* replied Ganlesse. ** Heaven 
forbid I should add to such a calamity ! To sta- 
ble, then, and see we how our steeds eat their pro- 
vender, while ours is getting ready.'*' 

They adjourned to the stable accordingly, 
which, though a poor one, had been hastily sup- 
plied with whatever was necessary for the accom- 
modation of four exceUent horses ; one of which. 
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that bom wlndi Cranlesse ww jast dismoiuitaiy 
the groom we have mentioned was cleaning and 
diessingbj the Iq^t of a huge wax-candle . 

'^ I am still so far Cathoiie,^ said GanlesM^ 
laughing, as he saw diat Peveril noticed tlus 
piece of extravaganoa ^* My hoarse is my saint, 
and I dedieate a candle to him.^ 

*^ Without asking so great a favour for rnine^ 
whidi I see standing bdiind yondo* old heiw 
eoop,^ replied Peveril, *< I will at least rdieve 
him of his saddle and hridle.^ 

^ LeaVe him to the lad of the inn,^ said 
Stnitb ; *^ he is not worthy any other personMS 
handling; andlpiomiseyou, if youslipasii^ 
gle buckle, you wiU so flavour of that stable, duty, 
that you might as well eat roast-beef as ragouts, 
toot any relish you will have of them.^ 

<* I love roast-beef as well as ragouts^ at any 
time,^ said Feveril, adjusting himself to a task 
which every young man should know how to 
perform when need is ; *' and my horse, though 
it be but a sorry jade, will champ batter cm hay 
and com, than on aH iion bit.^ 
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While he was unaaddliog his hone^ and sha* 
king dawn scHoe Utter fw the poor wearied ant* 
dial, he heard &nith observe to Ganlessejr— *^ By 
my £uthy Dick, diou hast fallen into poor Slen* 
der^s blunder ; missed Anne Page, and brought 
us a gt^at lubberly post-master^s boy.*" 

^ Hush, he will hear thee,^ answered Gan- 
lesse ; ^^ there aite reasons for all things-*-it is 
well as it is. But, prithee, tell thy fellow to help 
the youngster.^ 

<« What,"" replied Smith, << d'ye think I am 
mad P-^Ask Tom Beacon*— Tom of JNewmarket 
-—Tom of ten- thousand, to touch such a four- 
kgged brute as diat ? — Why, he would turn me 
away on the spot— discard me, Tfaith. It was 
all he would do to take in hand your own, my 
good friend ; and if you consider htm not the 
better, you ard like to stand groom to him your, 
sdf to-roofrow.^ 

« Well, Will,'' answered Ganlesse, «* I will 
fiay that for thee, thou hast a set of the most uao. 
less, scoundrelly, insolent vermin about thee, that 
ever eat up a poor gentleman's rer^enues^" 

Useless ? I deny it," replied Smith. " Every 
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tme of fliy fdlbwB does Mmetlmig or oilier^ ao 
ezquinlely, that it wore nn to make hiat do any 
thing dae — it is your jacks-of-alUtradea who are 
masteni of none.— But hark to Qumherf a aig* 
Ball ThecoKoombiatiraiigliiigitfMithalttteyto 
the tane ofEfoeiUez vousj bdk endonme.'''»CaKu^ 
Master What d^ye call, (addnanng Peireril,)— - 
get ye some water, and wash this filthy witnaaa 
from your hand, as Betterton aqra in the pU^^ 
tox Chaubert^s cookery islike Fiiar Baoon^s Head 
^-time iap-^time waax-time will soon be nomove.^ 

80 nying, and aaaice aUoving Julian tiaae lo 
dip his hands in a bucket, and dry them on a 
horse doth, he hurried him from the staUe back 
to the supper chamber. 

Here all was prepared for their meal, with ati 
enicunAn delicacy* which rather bekmsed to ^h^ 
saloon of a palace, than the cabin in which it was 
displayed. Four dishes of silyer, . with covers of 
the same metal, smoked on the table ; and three 
seats were {daoed for the company* Beside the 
lower end of the boards was asmall 8ide>table^ to 
answer the purpose of what is now called a dumb 
WMter ; on which several flasks reared thdr tall. 



P£¥£BIL OF THB PEAK* MS 

atately^ and swaiwbke ci^sts, above ^Mses and 
rummers. Clean corers were also placed within 
reach ; and a small traTellingvcase of morocco, 
hooped with silver, displayed a number of boU 
tles^ containing the most approved sauces that 
culinary ingenuity had then invaited. 

Smith, who occupied the lower seat, and seem- 
ed to act as president of the feast, motioned the 
two travellers to take thdr places and begin. ^^I 
would not stay a graoe-time,^ he aatd^ *^ to save 
a whcde nation from perdituHi. We could biing 
no^chaufPettes with any ooavenieace; and even 
Chaubrart ia nothing, unleas his dishea are tailed 
in the very moment of progection. Come,, un- 
cover, and let us see what he has done for us.-^ 
Hum 1-^ha!'— ay— squab-pigeona—- wildofowl—' 
young diidceis— vemson cutlet»«-and a space iff 
tl^4%ntre, wet, alas, by a gentle tear from Chau* 
berths eye, where should have been the Mtfp^ 
d^ecrivisses ! The zeal of that poor fellow ia lUb 
repaid by his paltry ten louis per month.^ 

<< A mere trifle,!" said Ganlesse; ^^.but like 
yourself, Will, he serves a generoua master.^ 
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The wpast obir tataumictA; and Jufiu, 
though he hod seen his young ftiend the Eailof 
Derby, and other galhnts, aSkct a conffideraUe 
degree of iirtavst and skill in the soienee of die 
hitcfaen, and was not hiimself ^ther an enemy 
or a stranger to the pieasoiea of a good table, 
finiod, tint, on the present oocatton, he was a 
mere novice. Both 1^ companions, but &ttitb 
in esperial, seemed to oonsider that they wa« 
now engaged in the only tnie and real buaness 
of life ; and weagfaed all it^ minntife with a pro- 
portional degree of aoeoiaey. Toearvethemor- 
sdin the most delicate mannerk«««nd toapp<»tion 
the proper seasoning with the aocurac^ of a che- 
mist«<-to beawareir ^3cacdy, of the order in which 
one dish dionld siiooeed another, and to do plen* 
tiful jtistioe toall**-waa a minntenesa of science 
to which JuHan had hithoto been a stranger. 

At length Ganlesse paused, and declared the 
supper exquisite. *^ But, my friend Smith,^ he 
added, *i* are your wines curious f When you 
brou^t all dmt trash of ^t^ and trun^ry in- 
to Derbyahire, I bqpe you did not kave us^it the 



PETE&IL OF THE PEAK.' 96B 

mercy of the stvongale of the shire^ as thick and 
muddy as the squires who drink it?^ 

" IMd I not know that you were to meet me, 
Dick GanlesseP^ answered their host ^* And can 
you suspect me of such an omission P Itis true, 
you must make Champagne and claret serve, for 
my Burgundy would not bear travelling. But if 
you have a fancy for sherry, or Vin de Cabors, I 
have a notion Cbaubert and Tom Beacon have 
brought some for their own drinking.^^ 

<< Perhaps the gentkmen would n<^ care to 
impart,^ said Ganlesse. 

*^ Oh, fie !«<**«By thing in the way of civility,^ 
replied Smith. ** They are, in thith, the best 
natured lads alive, when treated respectfully ; so 
that if you would prefer ^ 

** By no means,^ said Ganlesse — ^* a glass of 
Champagne will serve in a scarcity of better.^ 

^' The cork shAll stoit obsequious to my thumb," 

smd Smith ; and as he spoke, he untwisted the 
wire, and the cork struck the roof of the cabin. 
Each guest took a large runnner glass oi the 
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qMirklingbevan^, wbidi Berenl had jbdgflwnt 
and experience enough to pronounce exquisites 

*' Give me your hand, sir,*" said Smith ; <* it 
is the first word of sense you have i^ioken this 
erening.^ 

*^ Wisdom, nr,* refdied Peveril, '^ is like the 
best ware in the pedlar^s peck, which he -nefer 
produces till he knows his customer.** 

^< Sharp as mustard/* rsturned the ban vivami ; 
^ but be wise, most noble pedlar, and take an. 
oU&er rummer of this same fladc, which you see 
I have hdd in an oblique position for your 8H% 
vice-— not permittii^ it to retrograde to the p^- 
pendicular. Nay, take it off before the bubble 
bursts on the rim, and the zest is gone.** 

'* You do me honour, m^ said Peveril, taking 
the seccHid glass. ^^ I wish you a better xAce 
than that of my cup-bearer.** 

^< You cannot wish Will Smith one more oon. 
genial to his nature,*^ said Ganlesse. *^ Others 
have a selfish delight in the objects of sense. Will 
thrives, andishappy, by impartingthem toothers.^ 

<^ Better help men to pleasures than to pains. 
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Ma^r Ganksse,^ aiiBwered Smithy somewhat 
angrily. 

^* Nay, wrath thee not. Will/* said Granlesse ; 
"and speak no words in haste, lest you may ha^e 
cause to repent at leisure. Do I blame thy so* 
dal ooneern for the pleasures of others P Why, 
man, thou doest therein most philosophically 
multiply thine own. A man has but one throat, 
and can but eat, with his best efforts, some five 
or six times a-day ; but thou dinest with every 
friend that cuts up a capon, and art quaffing 
wine in other men^s gullets^ from morning to 
night— €1^ ric de casterisJ* 

^^ Friend Ganlesse,^ returned Smith, *< I pri 
thee beware— thou knowest I can cut gullets as 
well as tickle them."* 

*^ Ay, Will,^ answered Ganlesse, carelessly ; 
^* I think I have seen thee wave thy whinyard aA 
the throat of a Hogan^Mcgan— a Netherlandish 
weasand, which expanded only on thy natural and 
mortal objects of averdon—- Dutch cheese, rye- 
bread, pickled-herring, onions, and Greneva."* 

^^ For pity^s sake, forbe^ the description !^^ 
said Smith; ^< thy Words overpower the per- 
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famet| and flavour tlie apartment like a dudi of 
salmagundi !^ 

^* But f<Nr an epiglottis like none,?* ccniintted 
Gaalesse, *^ down whidi die most delicate mor- 
sels are washed by such daret as tboQ art now 
poarkig oat, thou couldst noty in thy Utterest 
mood, wish a weave fate than to be necklaoed 
somewhat tight by a pair of white arms ?^ 

*^ By a tenpenny oord,^ answered Smith; 
** but not till you were dead ; diat thereafter you 
be presently disembowelled, you being yet aKve ; 
that your head be then severed from your body, 
and your body divided into quarters, to be dis- 
posed of at his Majesty^s pleasure.— How like 
you that. Master Richaid Ganksse P* 

'* EVn as you like the thoughts of dining 
«a bra»4««d ud millHpomdge-«B ext««,ilty 
which you trust never to be rediieed to. But atl 
this shall not prevent me from pledging you in a 
cup of spund daret.** 

• As the daret circulated) th^e glee of the com* 
pany increased ; and Smith, placing the dishes 
whidi had been made use of upon the side-table, 
stamped wiib hb foot on the floor, and the table. 
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siniuiig down a trap, again aro8e» loaded with 
olives, sliced neat^s toogue, caviare, and other 
.provoeativesTor the civculation of the bottle* 

« Why, Will," said Ganlesse, « thou art a 
more complete mechanist than I suspected ; thou 
iisat brought thy soene^shifting inventions to Dei^ 
byshire in marvellously short time.^ 

^< A rope and puUies can be easily come by," 
Jtnswered Will ; ^^ and with a saw and a plane, I 
can manage that business in half a day. I lov^ 
that Imack of clean and seci^t conveyanoe—thou 
knowest it was the foundation <^ my fortunes.* 

<^ It may be the wreck of them too. Will," re- 
adied his fiiend. 

<( True, Diccon," answeried WUl ; '' bat m»- 
mus dum vivamuSf that ia my motto ; and ther&- 
,with I pre|(ent you a brimmer to the health of the 
&ir lady you wot of." 

'^ Let it come. Will," replied his friend, 9nd 
the flask circulated briskly fhxn hand to hand. 

Julian did not think it prudent to seem a check 
<m their ifeativity, as he hoped in its progress 
something nighloceur to enable him to judge of 

14 
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Ae dbaracter and purposes of his eompanions. 
But be watched them m Tain. Their cooversa- 
tioa was annnated and hvely, and often bc^e ni- 
ference to the literature of the period, in yrhadk 
the eUor seemed particukrly wdl skiQed. They 
aho talked freely of the court, and of that nu* 
merous class of gallants who were then described 
as ^ men of wit and pleasure about town ;^ and 
to whom It seemed probable they themtelres ap^ 
pertained. 

At length the umversal tofnc of the VopUk 
Hot was started; upcm whidi Oaidesse and 
Smith seemed to entertun the most appoiate opi« 
nicms. Ganlesse, if he did not maintain the au. 
Ihority of Oates in its utmost extent, ocmtebded 
that at least it was confirmed in a great measure 
by the murder of Sir Edmondsbury Godfivf, 
and the letters written by Cdeman to the con* 
£^38or of the French Sjog. 

With much more noise, and less power of rea^ 
soning. Will Snuth hentated not to ridicule and 
run down the whole discoreiy, as one oi the 
wildest and most causriess ahurms whidi had ever 
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been abiiiided in the ears of a credulous public. 
^' I shall nerer forget,** be said, '^ Sir Godhey^s 
most 0tigaml funeral. Two boundng parsons, 
well armed with sword and jttstol, mounted the 
pulpit, to secure the third fellow who preached 
from being murdered in the face of the ccmgre- 
gation. Three parsons in one pul{dt-— thise suns 
in one henosphere-— no wonder mm. stood aghast 
at such a prodigy.^ 

^< What then, Will,^ answered lus compa* 
nion, '^ you are one of those who think the good 
knight murd^ed himself, in order to give credit 
to the plot ?*• 

" By my faith not I,^ said the other ; '* but 
some true blue Protestant might do the job for 
him, in order to give the thing a better colour* 
*-I will be judged by our silent friend, whethcx 
that be not the most feasible solution of the 
whole.'' 

*' I pray you, pardon me, gentlemen,'' said Ju- 
lian ; ^< I am but just landed in England, and am 
a stranger to the particular circumstances whidi 
have thrown the nation into such ferment. It 

16 
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would be the highest d^ree of aaranaee m me 
to give mj opinioa betwixt gcntleiiMii who ap- 
giie die matter so aUy ; beaUeiy to tuey tmlby I 
ocmfees wemnoep yoar wine b mdie potent dm 
I eaqieeted, or I have drank moee o£ it duoi I 
meant to do/* 

^ Nay, if an hour's nap will lefirtsh you,^ said 
the elder of the strangen;, '< make no cewM Py 
with us. Your bed — all we can olfivr as soch-^ 
duU old^&sbioned Dutch^built soCi, as the last 
new pbraae calls it We shaU be eariy stineiB 
to-mocrow moraing.^ 

<* And that we may be so,^ said Smith, ^' I 
propose that we do sit up all this night— 'I hate 
lying rough, and detest a pallet-bed. So have at 
another flask, and the newest lampocm to' help it 
out«— 

Now a plagae of their votes 
Upon papifltn and plots. 
And be d^— d Doetor Gates. 

ToldexoL 

** Nay, but our Puritanic host,** said Gan- 
lesse. 

" r have him in my pocket, man — ^his eyes, 
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ears, nose, and tongue;^^ answered hi& boon com- 
panion, <^ are all in my possession.^^ 

~ ^^ In that case, when you give him bade his eyes 
and nose, I pray you keep his ears and tongue,^ 
answered Ganlesse. ^^ Seeing and smelling are 
organs sufficient for such a knave— to speak and 
hear, are things he should have no manner of 
pretensions to."^ 

** I grant you it were well done," answered 
Smith ; ** but it were a robbing of the hangman 
and the pillory ; and I am an honest fellow, who 
would give Dun and the devil his due. So 

AU joy to great Cffisar^ 
Long life, love, and pleasure ; 
May the King live for ever, 
'Tis no matter for us, boys.*^ 



While this Bacchanalian scene proceeded, Ju- 
lian had wrapt himself closely in his cloak, and 
stretched himself on the couch which they had 
shewed to him. He looked towards the table he 
had left — ^the tapers seemed to become hazy and 
dim as he gazed— -he heard the sound of voices, 
but they ceased to convey any impression to his 
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mdafrtanding; and in a few fiiiDtites, he was 
faster asleep than he had ever been in the whole 
course of his life. 
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CHAPTER XL 



The Gordon then his bugle blew. 

And said, swa, awa ; 
The House of Rhodis is all on flame, 

i hauld it time to ga*. 

OidBaUad. 



Whek Julian awakened the next morning, 
all was still and vacant in the apartment. The 
rising sun, which shone through the half-closed 
shutters, shewed some reliques of the last nighf s 
banquet, which his confused and throbbing head 
assured him had been carried into a debauch. 

Without being much of a boon companion, 
Julian, like other young men of the time, was 
not in the habit of shunning wine, which was 
then used in considerable quantities; and he 
«ould not help being surprised, that the few cups 
he had drunk over night had produced on his 
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frame the effects of excess. He rose up^ adjust- 
ed bis dress, and sought the apartment for wa- 
ter to perform his morning ablutions, but with- 
out success. Wine there was on the table ; and 
beside it one stool stood, and another lay, as if 
thrown down in the heedless riot of the evening. 

o 

Surely, he thought to himself, the wine must 
have been very powerful, which rendered me in- 
sensible to the noise my companions must have 
made ere they finished their carouse. 

With momentary suspicion he examined his 
weapons, and the packet which he had received 
from the Countess,, and kept in a secret pocket of 
his upper-coat, bound close about his person. All 
was safe ; and the very operation reminded him 
of the duties which fey before him. He left the 
apartment where they had supped, and went into 
another, wretched enough, where, in- a truckle- 
bed, were stretched two bodies, covered with a 
rug, the heads belcN&ging to which were amica- 
bly deposited upon the same truss of hay. The 
one Wa$ the black shock-head of the groom ; the 
other, graced with a long thrumb night^dap^ 
shewed a grii&zled pate, and a grave caricatured 
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countenance, which the hook-nose and lantern- 
jaws proclaimed to belong to the Gallic minister 
of good cheer, whose praises he had heard sung 
forth on the preceding erening. These worthieis 
seemed to have slumbered in the arms of Bacchus 
as well as of Morpheus, for there were broken 
flasks on the floor ; and their deep snoring alone 
showed that they were alive. 

Bent upon resuming his journey, as duty and 
expedience alike dictated, Julian next descended 
the trap-stair, and essayed a door at the bottom 
of the steps. It was fastened within. Hecalled*^ 
no answer was returned. It must be, he-thought, 
the apartment of the revellers, now probably sleep- 
ing as soundly as their dependants still slumbered, 
and as he himself had dcoie a few minutes before. 
Should he awake them?— To what purpose ? They 
were men with whom accident had involved him 
against his own will ; and situated as he was, he 
thought it wise to take the earliest opportunity 
of breaking (^from society, which was suspicious, 
and might be perilous. Ruminating thus, he es- 
sayed anc^her door^ which admitted him to abed- 
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room, where lay another harmoDiouft slumberer. 
The mean utensils, pewter measures, empty cans 
and casks, with which this room was lumbered, 
proclaimed it that of the host, who slept, sur- 
rounded by his professional implements of hospi- 
tality and stock in trade. 

This discovery relieved Peverii from some de- 
licate embarrassment which he had formerly en- 
tertained. He put upon the table a piece of mo- 
^ey, sufficient, as he judged, to pay his share of 
the preceding night^s reckoning ; not c«*ing to be 
■indebted for his entertainment to the strangers, 
whom jbe was leaving without the formality of an 
adieu. 

His conscience cleared of this gentlemanJike 
scruple, Peverii proceeded with a light heart, 
though somewhat a dizzy head, to the stable, 
which he easily recognized among a few other 
paltry out-houses. His horse, refreshed with rest, 
and perhaps not unmindful of his services the 
evening before, neighed as his master entered the 
stable; and Peverii accepted the sound as an 
bmen of a prosperous journey. He paid the au- 
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gury vith a sieve-full of com ; and, while bis pal- 
frey profited by his attention, walked into the 
fresh air to cool his heated blood, and consider 
what course he should pursue in order to reach 
the Castle of Martindale before sunset. His ac« 
quaintance with the country in general, gave him 
confidence that he could luit have greatly devia- 
ted from the nearest road ; and with his horse 
in good condition, he conceived he might eanly 
reach Martindale before nigbU&U. 
. Having adjusted his route in his mind, he re- 
turned into the stable to prepare his steed for the 
^umey,' and soon led him into the ruinous court- 
yard of the inn, bridled, saddled, and ready to 
be mounted. But as Feveril'^s hand was upon the 
mane, and his left foot, in the stirrup, a hand 
touched his doak, and the voice of Ganlesse said, 
*« What, Master Peveril, is this your foreign 
breeding ? or have you learned in France to take 
French leave of your friends ?" 

Julian started like a guilty thing, although a 
moment^s reflection assured him that he was nei- 
ther vrrong nor in danger. ^ I cared not to dis- 
turb you,^ he said, ** although I did come as far 
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as the door of your ehamben I aupposed your 
friend and you might require, after our last 
nighf s revel, rather sleep than c^^emony. I IdBt 
my own bed, though a rough one, with more re- 
luctance than usual ; and as my occaaons oblige 
me to be an early travelkr, I thought it best to 
depart without leave-taking^ I have left a token 
for mine host, on the. table of his apartment^ 

*^ It was unnecessary,^ said Ganlesse ; '< the 
rascal is already overpaid.— *But are you not ra- 
ther premature in your purpose of departing? 
My mind tells me that Master Julian Feverilhad 
better proceed with me to London, dian turn 
aside (for any purpose whatever. You may see 
already, that I am no ordinary person, but a 
master-spirit of the time. For the cuckoo I tra- 
vel with, and whom I indulge in his prodigal toU 
lies, he diao has his -uses. But jfou are of a dif. 
iex&nt cast ; and I not only would serve you^ but 
even wish you to be my own.^ 

Julian gazed on this singular person when he 
spoke. We have already said his figure was mean 
and slight, with very ordinary and unmarked fea- 
tures, unless we were to distinguish the lighten* 
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ings of a keen grey eje, which corresponded, in 
its caasielessand prideful glance, with the haughty 
superiority which the stranger assumed in his con- 
versation. It was not till after a momentary 
pause^ that Julian replied, ^^ Can you wonder^ 
ar, that in my drcumstances— if they are indeed 
known to you — I should decline unnecessary con- 
fidence on the affairs of moment which have call- 
ed me hither, or refuse the company of a stran- 
ger, who assigns no reason for desiring mine?^ 

^' Be it as you list, young man,^^ answered 
Ganlesse ; ^^ only remember hereafter, you had 
a fair offer— it is not every one to whom I would 
have made it. If we should meet hereafter, on 
other, and on worse terms, impute it to yourself, 
and not to me.^ 

<^ I understand not your threat,^ answered Pe- 
veril, <^ if a threat be indeed implied^ I have done 
no evil«*-I feel no apprehension-— and I cannot, 
in common sense, conceive why I should suffer 
for itefusiog my confidence to a stranger, who 
seems to require that I should sulxmit me blind- 
fold to his guidance.^ 
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<< Farewdly then. Sir Julian of the Peak,*^ 
that may soon be,^ said the stranger, raBoving 
4iie hand which he had as yet left effl'elessly on 
the horae'*s l»idle. 

'^ How mean you by that phrase ?^ said Ju* 
lian ; ^^ and why aipplj such a title to me ?*** 

The stranger smiled, and obAj answered, 
.*' Here our conference ends. The way is before 
you. You will find it longer and rougher than 
that by which I would have guided you,^ 

So saying, Ganlesse turned his back and walk* 
ed toward the house. On the threshold he turned 
about once more, and seeing that Pevml had 
not yet moyed from the spot, he again smiled 
and beckoned to him ; but Julian, recalled by 
that sign to recollection, spurred his horse, ^nd 
set forward on his journey. 

It was not long ere his local acquaintance with 
the country enabled him to r^cdn the road to 
Martindale, from which he had diverged on the 
preceding evening for about two mUes. But the 
roads, or rather the paths, of this wild country, 
so much satirized by their native poet. Cotton, 

IS 
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were so complicated m some places^ 00 difficult 
to be traced ia others, and so unfit for hasty 
tfatelling in almost all, that, in spite of Julianas 
utmoist exertions, and though he made no longer 
delay upon the journey than was necessary to 
bait his horse at a small hamlet through which 
he passed at noon, it was night-fall ere he reach- 
ed an eminence^ from which, an hoar sooner, 
the battlements of Martindale-Castle would have 
been vii»ble ; and where^ when they were hid in 
night, their situation was indicated by a light 
constantly miuntained in a lofty tower, called 
the Warder's Turret ; and which domestic bea^ 
con had acquired, through all the neighbour- 
hood, the name of Fereril^s Pole-star. 

This was regularly kindled at curfew toll, and 
supplied with as much wood and charcoal as main- 
tained the light till sunrise ; and at no period was 
the ceremonial omitted, saring during the space 
intervening between the death of a Lord of the 
Cilsde and his interment. When this last event 
had taken place, the nightly beacon was rekin* 
died with some ceremony, and continued till fate 
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called the sucoesaor to sleep with his fathers. It is 
not known from what dircumstances the practice 
of miuntaining this light originally sjvung. Tca- 
dition spoke of it doubtfully. Some thought it was 
the ^gnal of general hospitality, which, in ancient 
times, guided the wandering knight, or the weary 
pilgrim, to rest and refreshment. . Others spoke 
of it as a ^' loveJighted watchfire,^ by which the 
provident anxiety of a former lady of Martindale 
guided her husband homewards through the ter- 
rors of a midnight storm. The less favourable 
construction of unfriendly ndgbbours of the dis- 
senting persua^on, ascribed the origin and conti- 
nuance of this practice, to the assuming pride of 
the family of Peveril, who thereby chose to inti- 
mate their anaent^suzerainU over the whole coun- 
try, in the manner of the admiral, who carries the 
lantern in the poop, for the guidance of the fleet. 
And in the former times, our <Ad friend. Master 
Solsgrace, dealt from the pulpit many a hard hit 
against Sir Geoffrey, as he that had raised his 
horn, and set up his candlestick cm high. Cer- 
tain it is, that all the Peverils, from father to son. 
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bad been «q)ecia)ly attentive to the maintenance 
of this custom, as something intimately connected 
litrith the dignity of their family ; and in the hands 
of Sir Geoffrey, the ob^rvance was not like to be 
omitted. 

Accordingly, the polar-star of Peveril had 
continued to beam more or less brightly during 
all the vicissitudes of the Civil War ; and glim- 
mered, however faintly, during the subsequent 
period of Sir Geoffrey's depression. But he was 
often heard to say, and sometimes to swear, that 
while there was a perch of woodland left to the 
estate, the old beacon-grate should not lack re- 
plenishing. AH this his son Julian well knew ; 
and therefore it was with no ordinary feelings of 
surprise and anxiety, that, looking in the direc- 
tion of the Castle, he perceived that the Yigl^t 
was not visible. He halted— rubbed his eyes-^ 
shifted his position— and endeavoured, in vain, 
to persuade himself that he had mistaken the 
point from which the polar-star of his house was 
visible, or that some newly intervening obstacle, 
the growth of a plantation, perhaps, or the erec- 
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turn <^ some bnildag, intercepted the light of 
the beacon. But a momeiit*s reflection assured 
him, that from the high and free ^tuation which 
Martindale-Castle bore in reference to the snu^ 
rounding country, this could not have taken place, 
and the inference necessarily forced itself upon 
his mind, that Sir Geoffrey, his father, was either 
deceased, or that the family must have been dis- 
turbed by some strange calamity, under the pres- 
sure of which, their wonted custom, and solemn 
usage, had been neglected. 

Under the influence g£ undefinable apprehen- 
sion, young Peveril now struck the spurs into his 
jaded steed, and forcing him down the broken and 
steep path, at a pace whidi set safety at defiance, 
he arrived at the village of Martindale-Moul- 
trassie, eagerly de^rous to ascertain the cause of 
this ominous eclipse. The street, through which 
his tired horse paced slow and reluctantly, was 
now deserted and empty ; and scarce a candle 
twinkled from a casement, excepting from the latr 
ticed window of the little inn, called the Peverii 
Arms, from which a broad light shone, and seve- 
ral voices were heard in rude festivity. 
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. Before the doco: of this ixm, the jaded palfrey, 
guided by the instinct or experience which makes 
a hackney well acquainted with the outside of a 
house of aotertainment, made so sudden and d&> 
termined a pause, that notwithstanding his haste, 
the rider thought it best to dismount, expecting 
to be readily supplied witb a fresh horse by Ro- 
ger Baine, the landlord, the ancient dependant 
£>( bis family. He also wished to relieve his 
anxiety, by inquiring concerning the state of 
things at the Castle, when he was surprised to 
hear, bursting from the tap-room of the loyal 
jold host, a well-known song of the Cpmmon- 
,wealth time, which some puritanical wag had writ- 
ten in reprehension of the Cavaliers, and their 
dissolute courses, and in which his fyiher came in 
for a lash of the satirist. 

Ye thought in the world there was no power to tame ye. 
So you tippled and drab'd tiU the saints overcame ye, 
" Forsooth," and " Ne'er stir," sir, have v^quished, " G— 
d— n me,'* 

Which nobody can deny. 

There was bluff old 6k Geoffrey loved brandy and mum well, 
And to see a beer-glass turn'd over the thumb well ; 
But he fled like the wind, before Fairfax and Cromwell, 

Which nobody can deny. 
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Some strange revolution, Julian was aware, 
must have taken place, both in the village and 
in the Castle, ere these sounds of unseemly insult 
could have been poured forth in the very inn 
which was decorated with the armorial bearings 
of his family ; and not knowing how far it might 
be advisable to intrude on these unfriendly re- 
vellers, without the power of repelling or chas- 
tising their insolence, he led his horse to a badc- 
door, which, as he recollected, communicated 
with the landlord's apartment, determined to 
make private inquiry at him concerning the state 
of matters at the Castle. He knocked repeated- 
ly, and as often called on Roger Raine with an 
earnest but stifled voice. At length a female 
voice replied, by the usual inquiry, '<< Who is 
there ?" 

** It is I, Dame Raine— I, Julian Peveril— 
tell your husband to come to me presently.^ 

*^ Alack, and a well-a-day, Master Julian, if 
it be really you — ^you are to know my poor good 
man has gone where he can come to no one; 
but, doubtless, we shall all go to him, as Mat- 
thew Chamberlain says** 

15 
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^ He is dead, then ?^ said Julian. ^^ I am ex- 
tteitiely sorry——'* 

^* Dead &x months and more, Master Julian ; 
and let me tell you, it is a long time for a lone 
Woman, as Mat Chamberlain says.^ 

^^ Well, do you or your chamberlain undo the 
door. I want a fresh horse ; and I want to know 
bow things are at the Castle.** 

*' The Castle — ^lack-a-day! — Chamberlun— ^ 
Matthew Chamberldn — I say. Mat P 

Maf Chamberlain apparently was at no great 
distance, for he presently answered her call ; and 
Peveril, as he stood close to the door, could hear 
them whispering to each other, and distinguish in 
a great measure what they saidi And here it may 
be noticed) that Dame lUune, accustomed to sub- 
mit to the authority of old Roger, who vindica^ 
ted as well the husband's domestic prerogative, as 
that of the monarch in the state, had, when left a 
buxom widow, been so far incommoded by the ex« 
ercise of her newly acquired independence, that 
she had recourse, upon all occasions, to the ad« 
vice of Mat Chamberlain ; and as Mat began no 

VOL. II. T 
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loogsit to go fiipahody and in a red nigh t^cap^ but 
wore Spanish shoes, and a higb-crowned beaver^ 
(at least of a Supday,) and moreover was called 
Master Matthew by hisf^ow-servants, theneigb* 
hours in the yillage argued a speedy change of the 
Mine on ttie ttgn-post ; nay, perhaps, of the very 
sign itself, for Matthew was a bit of a Puritan, 
and no friend to Peyeril of the Peak. 
. *^ Now counsel me, an*^ you be a man. Mat 
Chamberlain,** said Widow Raine ; ^* for never 
9M3 if hfx^ be not Master Julianas own self, and 
he wants a horse, and what not, and all as if 
things were as they wont Jto be.** 

^' Why, dame, an ye will walk by counsel,** 
aiud the Chamberlain, '* eVn shake him off — let 
him be jogg^g while his boots are green. Thia 
is no world for folks to scald thdr fingers ii| 
other folks* broth.** 

^< And that is well spoken, truly,** answaped 
Dame Raine ;^ '^ but then, look you. Mat, wet 
have eaten their bread, and, as my poor good-* 
man used to sa y * * 

<^ Nay, nay, dame, they that walk by. the cfrnn^ 
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ael of the dead, shall have none of the living ; 
and so you may do as you list ; but if you will 
walk by mine, drop latch, and draw boh, and bid 
him seek quiEU'ters farther — ^that is my counsel.^ 

** I desire nothing of you, sirrah,'* swd Pevei. 
ril, *^ save but to know how Sir Geoffirey and bia 
kdydor 

*' Lack-a^day l-^-^Iack-a-day T in a tone of 
sympathy, was the only answer he received from 
the landlady ; and the conversation betwixt her 
and her chamberlain was resumed, but in a ton^ 
too low to be overheard. 

At length Mat Chamberlain spoke aloud, and 
with a tone of authority : " We undo no doors 
at this time of night, for it is against the Justices^ 
orders, and might cost us pur license ; and for the 
Castle, the road up to it lies before you, and I 
think you know it as well as we do.'' 

•* And I know you," said Peveril, remounting 
his wearied horse, ^' for an ungrateful churl, / 
whom, on the first opportunity, I will cudgel to 
a mummy.'* 

To this menace Matthew made no reply, and 
Peveril presently heard him leave the apartment, 
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afta: a few earnest words betwixt him and his 
mistress. 

Impatient at this delay, and at the evil om« 
implied in these peofde^s oonversation and de- 
portment, Peveril, afier some vain spurring of his 
horse, which pocntiyely refused to move a step far- 
ther, dismounted once more, and was about to 
pursue his journey on foot, notwithstanding the 
extreme disadvantage under which the high ri- 
ding-boots of the period laid those who attempted 
to walk ¥dth such incumbrances, when he was 
stopped by a gentle call from the window. 

Her counsellor was no sooner gone, than the 
good-nature and habitual veneration of the dame 
for the house of Peveril, and perhaps some fear 
for her counsdlor'^s bones, induced her to open 
the casement, and cry, but in a low and timid- 
tone, '^ Hist I hist ! Master Julian— be you 
goner 

. ** Not yet, dame,^ said Julian ; " though it 
seems my stay is unwdoome.'^ 

^* Nay, but good young mas^r, it is because 
men counsel so differently ; for here was my poor 
old Roger Raine would have thought the chim- 
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ney cxinier too cold for you ; and here is Kf at 
Chamberlain thinks the cold court-yard is wanti 
enough.^ 

^^ Never mind that, dame^^ said Julian ; ^< do 
but only tell me what has happened at M artin- 
dale^Castle \ I see the beacon is extinguished.^ 

'* Is it in troth ?— ay, like enough-— ^then good 
Sir Geoflrey is g(»ie to Heaven with my old Ro- 
ger BaineT- 

<< Sacred Heaven!^ exdaimed Peveril ; ^'when 
was my father taken ill ?^ 

« Never, as I knows of,*^ said the dame; 
'^ but, about three hoars since, arrived a party 
at the Castle, with buff-coats and bandaliers, and 
one of the Parliament's folks, like in Oliver's time. 
My old Roger Raine would have shut the gates 
of the inn against them, but he is in the church.^ 
yard, and Mat says it is against law ; and so they 
came in and refreshed men and horse, and sent for 
Master Bridgenorth, that is at Moultrassie-Hall 
even now ; and so they went up to the Castle, and 
th^e was a fray, it is like, as the old Knight was 
no man to take napping, as poor Roger Raine 
used to say. Always the olBcers had the best 
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«ii\ ; and lieaiaii ihore is^ nooe diqr Jbad Ikw of 
their nde^ as our Matthaw aaja. But mee die 
pcdLstar of the Castle 18 out, asyourhoniQiirsaj^ 
why, dodbtless, the idd gentlemaD is dead? 

*< Gracious Heayen !-^Dear dame, fnr loTser 
gold, let me have a horse to make for the Casde?^ 

<< The Castler said the dame; <« the Bound- 
Jiead% as my pour Roger called them, irill h3i 
you as they hare IdDed your father 1 Better cteep 
into the wood-houae, and I will seod Belt with 
a Uaiiket and sc»ne supper— Or stay«*-^my old 
DoUmi stands in the htde stable beade the hen- 
coop-— e*en take him, and make the best of jronr 
way out of the ccmntry, for there is no safety h«re 
foryou. Hear what songs some of them are sing- 
lag at the tap i— r^o take I)pbbiO, and dp not for- 
get to lesYe your own horse instead."^ 

Peveril waited to hear no furth^, only,, that 
just as he turned to f«ooff to the stable, the coetv- 
pasnonate female was heard to excliam,r«-^ O 
Lordl what will Matthew Chamberlain sayT 
but instantly added, ^ Let him say what he wiU, 
I may dispose of what^s my own.^ 

With the baste of a double-feed hostler did 
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JuHan exchange tbe equipments of his jaded 
brute ^th poor Dobbin, who stood quietly tug- 
tging at his rack-full of hay, without dreaming of 
the business which was that liight destined tm 
Mm: Notwidistanding the daikness of the {dace, 
Jttfian succeeded manrdlous quickly in prepaiting 
for bis journey ; and leaving hm own horit to 
find lis way to Dobbin'^s rack by instinct, 'he 
leaped upon his new acquisition, and qiurrod 
him sb^ply against the hill, whiidi rises steeply 
from the village to the Casde. Dobbin, litlfe 
accustomed to such exertions, snorted, panted, 
lend trowed as bruridy as he could, until at 
length he brought his rider before the entrance- 
gate of his father''s ucient seat. " 

The moon was now rising, but the portal was 
hidden from its beams, bein^ situated,' as we have 
mentioned elsewhere, in a deep recess betwixt two 
large flanking towers. Peveril dismounted, turn- 
ed his horse loose, and advanced to the gate, 
winch, contrary to his expectation, he found was 
open. He entered the large court-yard ; and could 
then perceive that lights yet twinkled in theiower 
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{Mrt of the buiUlis^^ although he had Bot bcfote 
.observed them, owing to the hdght of the out- 
ward walla. The main door, or great hall-gale, 
as it was called, was, sinoe the partially decayed 
state of the fSamily , seldom opened, save otk oocair 
n<ms of particular cercaooony. A smaller postern 
door served thb purpose of ordinary mtranee ; 
and to that Julian now repaired. This ako w|ia 
open^--^ earcumstance whidi would of itself have 
ahumed hiia, had be not ahready had so many 
causes feat apprehension. His heart sunk within 
him as he turned to the left, through a small 
ovtward hall, towards the great parlour, which 
the family usually o^upied as a sitting apart* 
ment ; and his alarm became still greater, when^ 
on a nearer aj^oach, he heard proceeding from 
thence the murmur of several voices. He threw 
the door of the apartment wide ; and the aght 
which was thus displayed, warranted aU the evil 
bodings which he had entertained. 

In front of him stood the old Knight, whose 
wns were strongly secured, over the elbows, 
by a leathern belt drawn t^ht round them^ and 
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made ftist bebiod; two ruffianly looking men^ 
apparently his guards, bad bold of bis doubleU 
The scabhardless sword whioh lay on the floor, 
and the empty sheath which bung by Sir Geof- 
frey^s side, shewed the stout old Cavalier had not 
been reduced to this state of bondage without an 
attempt at renstance. Two or three persons, ha* 
tring their backs turned towards Julian, sat round 
a table, and appeared engaged in writing— the 
Toioes which he had heard were theirs, as they 
murmured to each other. Lady Peveril— the 
emblem of death, so pallid was her countenance 
-*stood at the distance of a yard or two from 
her husband, upon whom her eyes were fix- 
ed with an intenseness of gaze, like that of one 
who looks her last on the object which she love» 
the best. She was the first to perceive Julian ; 
and she exclaimed, ^* Merciful Heaven ! — my son ! 
-—the misery of our house is complete !^ 

" My sonf' echoed Sir Gec^rey, starting 
from the sullen state of dejection, and swearing 
a deep oatlih*-^^ thou art come in the right time, 
Julian. Strike me one good bloW'«M;leave me 



9QA nvXAIL OF TH£ P£AK. 

tlait traitorous thief from the crown to tlie briaket; 
and that done I care not wbat eomes next* 

The «^ of his father's uturation made ^ 
son forget the inequality of the contest which he 
was about to provoke. 

^ Villains/' he said, << unhand him f" and rush- 
ing on the guards with bis drawn sword, com- 
pelled them to let go Sir Greoffrey, and stand oa 
tfaof own defence. 

Sir Greoffirey, thus far Hierated, shouted to his 
kidy, '* Undo the belt, dame, and we wiH have 
three good blows for it yet-«-they must fight wdl 
that beat both father and son." 

But one of those men who had started up from 
die writing-table when the fray commenced, pre- 
vented Lady Peveril from rendering her husband 
this assistance ; while another easily mastered the 
hampered Knight, though not without receivmg 
several severe kicks from his heavy boots-^his 
condition permitting him no other mode of de- 
fence* A third, who saw that Julian, young, ac- 
tive, and animated with the fiiry of a son who 
fights for his parents, was compelling the two 
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guauds to giy^ ground,, aeisied on bis collar, and 
attempted to m^aXer his sw^nkL Suddenly <brop- 
l^g jthat weapon, and i^atching /pm (^ bis pis- 
.tols, Jxilian ^red it at the bead of the person by 
whom be was thiis assailed* He did not drop, 
but, staggering back as if be bad received a se- 
vere blow> shewed Peveril, as he sunk into a 
chair, the features of old Bridgenorth, blacken- 
ed with the explosion, which had even set fire to 
a part of his grey hair* A cry of astonishment 
escaped from Julian ; and in the alarm and hor- 
ror of the moment, he was easily secured «nd 
disarmed by those with whom he had been at 
first engaged. 

'^ Heed it not, Julian,^^ saidSir Geofirey ; ''heed 
it not, my brave boyr^tbat shot has balanced all 
aceompts ! — But how — what the devil-rr-he lives ! 
•—Was your pistol loaded with chaff? or has the 
foul fiend given him proof against lead ?" 

There was some reason for Sir Geofirey^s sur- 
prise, since, as he spoke. Major Bridgenorth col- 
lected himself— sat up in the chair as one who 
irecovers from a stunning blow— then rose, and 
wiping with his handkerchief the marks of ttus 
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exploflion from his faee, he approodied Juliaq^ 
and said, in the same cold unidtered tone m 
which he nsually expfessed himadf, *^ Young 
man, you havereaacm to bless Grod, who has this 
day saved you firom the oommisskm of a great 
cnme. 

<< Bless the devil, ye crop-eared knave r ez- 
daimed Sir Greofirey ; ** for notlung less than the 
fiUher of all fanatics saved your Imims from be- 
ing blown about like the rinangs of BeeLeebob^t 
porridge^pot P 

<< Sir Geoffrey,"* said Uajar Bridgenorth, «< I 
have ab-eady told you, that with you I will hold 
no argument ; fpr to you I am not accountable 
for any of my actions.^ 

** Master Bridgenorth,^ said the lady, makii^ 
strong effort to speak, and to t^ak with calm- 
ness, ** whatever revenge your chrisdan state of 
conscience may permit you to take on my hus- 
l^md — I— -I, who have some right to experience 
compassion at your hand, for most sincerely did 
I oompasnonate you when the hand of Heaven 
was heavy on you-r-I implore you not to mvolve 
my son in our common ruin l-^Let the destrue- 
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tbn of the father and mother, with the ruin of 
our andent house, satisfy your resentment fo^ 
any wrong which you have ever received at my 
husband'^s hand.^ 

** Hold your peace, housewife," said the 
Knight ; ^< you speak like a fool, and meddle 
with what concerns you not— Wrong at m^hand ? 
The cowardly knave has ever had but even too 
much right. Had I cudgelled the cur soundly 
when he first bayed at me, the cowardly mongrel 
had been now crouching at my feet, instead of 
flying at my throat. But if I get through this 
action, as I have got through worse weather, I 
will pay off old scores, as far ask tough crab-tree 
and old iron will bear me out." 

" Sir Geoffrey," replied Bridgenorth, " if the 
birth you boast of has made you blind to better 
principles, it might have at least taught you ci- 
vility. What do you complain of ? I am a ma- 
gistrate ; and I execute a warrant, addressed to> 
me by the first authority in the state. I am a 
creditor also of yours ; and law arms me with 
powers to recover my own property from the 
hands of an improvident debtor." 
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** You a magistrate !" said the Knight ; ^'much' 
such a ma^strate as Noll was a monarch* Your 
heart is up, I warrant, because you have the 
Eing^s pardon ; and are replaced on the bench, 
forsooth, to persecute the poor Papist. There 
was never turmoil in the state, but knaves had 
their vantage by it — ^never pot boiled, but the 
scum was cast uppermost.^ 

'* For Code's sake^ my dearest husband,^ said 
Lady Peveril, ^< cease this wild talk ! It can but 
incense Master Bridgenorth, who might other- 
wise consider, that in common charity——'' 

^* Incense him V^ said Sir G-eoffrey, impadent- 
ly interrupting her ; *^ God's-death, madam, you 
will drive me mad ! Have you lived so long in 
this world, and yet expect consideration and cha- 
rity from an old starved wolf like that ? And if 
he bad it, do you think that I, or you, madam, 
as my wife, are subjects for his charity ? — Julian, 
my poor fellow, I am sorry thou hast come so un- 
luckily, since thy petronel was not better loaded 
•—but thy credit is lost for ever as a marksman."" 

This angry colloquy passed so rapidly on all 
sides, that Julian, scarce recovered from the ex- 
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tremity of astonisbm^nt with which he was over- 
whelmed at finding himself suddenly plunged into 
a situation of such extremity, had no time to con- 
sider in what way he could most effectually act 
for the succour of his parents* To speak Bridge- 
north fair, seemed the more prudent course ; but 
to this his piide could hardly stoop ; yet he foT" 
ced himself to say, with as much calmness as he 
could assume, ** Master Bridgenorth, since you 
act as a magistrate, I desire to be treated accord* 
ing to the laws of England ; and demand to know 
of what we are accused, and by whose authority 
we are arrested P'* 

** Here is another howlet for ye !'' exclaimed 
the impetuous old Knight ; *^ his mother speaks 
to a Puritan of charity ; and thou must talk of 
law to a round-headed rebel, with a wanion to 
you ! What warrant hath he, think ye, beyond 
the FarliamenCs or the deviPs ?^ 

^^ Who speaks of the Parliament ?^ said a per- 
son entering, whom Feveril recognized as the 
official person whom he had before seen at the 
horse-dealer''s, and who now bustled in with all 
the conscious dignity of plenary authority,— 
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<< Who talks of the Poiiiament ?** he exclaimed* 
^ I promifle you, enough has been found in this 
house to convict twenty plotter»— Here be anns^ 
and that good store. Bring them in, CaptainJ*^ 

*^ The very same,^ ezdaimed the Captain, ap* 
pfoaching, *^ vhich I menticm in my printed Navb 
rative of Information, lodged before the Honour^* 
able House of Commons; they were commission* 
ed from old Vander Huys of Rotterdam, by or^ 
ders of Don John of Austria, for the service a£ 
the Jesuits*^ 

" Now, by this light," said Sir Geoffrey, « thqr 
are the pikes, musketoons, and pistols, that have 
been hidden in the garret ever since Naseby* 

ight r 

" And here,** said the Captain^s yoke-fellow, 
Everett, ** are proper piiest'^s trappings — anti* 
phoners, and missals, and copes, I warrant you-— 
ay, and proper pictures too, for Papists to mut- 
ter and bow over.'' 

" Now plague on thy snuffling whine,'' said Sir 
GeofiA-ey ; <' here is a rascal will swear my grand- 
mother's old farthingale to be priesfs vestments, 
and the story book of Owlenspiegel, a Popish 
missal i" 11 
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«« But how> this. Master Bridgenonb?'^ Mucj 
Topb^m^ addressing th^ tnagistr^te ;/^ your bj?^. 
nour has been as busy as we have ; and you biva 
caught another knave while we recovered .these 
toys*'' 

*^ I think^ sijc^ ^^ Julian, ^* if you Ipcfk into 

* • - 

your ^aifant, which, if I mistake not, names the 
persons. whom ypu are directed toarreat, you will 
find you have no title tp apprehend me,'' 

Sir,'^ said tbeofii^r, puffing with importance, 

I do not kpow who you are ; but I would you 
were the best pian ip England, that I might teach 
you the respect due to the warrant of the House. 
Sir, there^ steps not the man within the British 
se^s, but I will arrest him on authority of this bit 
of parchment^ and I do arrest you accordingly, 
••—What do you accuse him of, gentlemen ?" 

Pa^gerfield swaggered forward, and peeping 
under Juliana's hat, ," Stop my vital breath," he 
exclaimed, "butlhavewen you before, my friend, 
an. I could but think where; but my memory is not 
worth a bean, since I have been obliged to use it 
90 much of late, in the behalf of the poor state. 

yoL. II. u 
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But I do know the felloif ; and I have seen htm 
amongst.tbe Papists — 111 take that on my assu- 
red damnation.* 

<^ Why, Captain Dangerfield,"* said the Cap 
taints smoother, but more dangerous associate,—^ 
'* veri]y, it i$ die same youth whom we saw at 
the horseteerdianf s yesterday ; and we had mat^ 
ter agaimt him Aen, only Master Topham dk| 
not deore us to bring it out* 

^ Ye may bring out what ye will i^ainst him 
now,* said Topham, ^^ fot he hath blasphemed 
the warrant of the House. I think ye said ye saw 
him somewhere ?* 

•' Ay, verily,* said Everett, " I have seen him 
amongst the senunary pupils at Saint Omar's — he 
was who but he with the regents there.* 

" Nay,' Master Everett, collect yourself,* said 
Topham t ^* for, as I think, you said you saw him 
at a consult of the Jesuits in London.* 

** It was / smd to. Master Topham,* said 
the undaunted Dangerfield ; <^ and mine is the 
tongue that will swear it* 

" Good Master Topham,* said Bridgenorth^ 

you may suspend further inquiry at present. 



i( 
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as it doth but fat^e and porplex the memory of 
the King^s witnesses.^ 

'^ You are wrong. Master Bridgenorth— ^ear* 
ly wrong. It doth but keep them in wind — only 
breathes them like greyhounds before a cournng 
match.'' 

<< Be it soy^ said Bridgenorth, with h^ usual 
indifference of manner ; *' but at present this 
youth must stand committed upon a wari'ant, 
which I will presently sign, of having assaulted 
me while in discharge of my duty as a magistrate, 
for the rescue of a person legally attached. Did 
you not'hesr the report of a pistol i^ 

<< I will swear to it,'' said Everett 

<^ And I," said Dangesfield. << While we w^e 
making search imthe cellar, I heard something, 
very like a pistol-shot ; but I conceived it to be 
the drawing of a long.<^rked bottle of sack, to 
see whether there were any Popish reliques in the 
inside on^'t" 

« 

** A pistol-shot !" exclaimed Topham ; ^' here 
might have been a second Sir Edmondbury God- 
frey's matter.--Ob, thou real spawn of the. red 
6ld dragon ! for he too would have resistad the 
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Houae^s warrant, had .we not taken lum something^ 
at unawares. — Master Bridgenortb, you area ju« 
dicious ma^^rate, and a worthy senrant of the 
state — I would we- had many such sound Pio^ 
testavt justices. Shall I have this young fellow, 
away with his parents — what think you ? — or will 
you keep him for re-examination f^. 

^^ Master Bridgenortb,^ said Lady Peverily ioi 
spite oC- her husband'*s efforts to interrupt her, 
*^ for 6od''s sake, if ever you Jmew what it was to 
love Qz)e of the many children you have lost, or 
her who i$ now left to you, do not. pursue your 
vengeance to the blood of my poor boy i I will 
forgive you all tbe rest— all the distress you have 
wrought — all the yet greater misery with which 
you threaten us ; but do not be extreme with one 
who^neves. can have offisnd^d you^ Boiieve^ that 
if your e^s are shut against th&cry of a despair* 
ing inother, those which ar^e open to Abe complaint 
of all who sorrow, will hear my petition land your 
answer.''^ ... 

The agony of mind and of vcHee with whicb 
Lady Peveril uttered these words» seemed to thrill 
through all present, though most of them were but 
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too much inured to such scenes. Every one was 
silent, when, ceasing to speak, she fixed on Bridge- 
north her eyes, glistening with tears, vnth the eager 
anxiety of one whose life or death seemed to de- 
pend upon the answer to be returned. Eren 
Bridgenorth^s inflexibility seemed to be shaken ; 
and his voice was tremulous, as he answered, 
^^ Madam, I would to God I had the present 
means of I'elieving your great distress, otherwise 
than by recommending to you a reliance upon 
Providence:; and that you take heed to your spi- 
rit, that it murmur not under this crook in your 
lot. For me, I am but as a rod in the hand of 
the strong man, which smites not pf itself, but be- 
cause it is wielded by the arm of him who holds 
the same.^ 

** Even as I and my bla^k rod are guided by 
the Commons of England,^ said Master Topham, 
who seemed marvellously pleased with the illus- 
tration* 

Julian now thought it time to say something in 
his own behalf ; and he endeavoured to temper it 
with as much composure as it was possible for him 
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po 9SBume. *' Master Bridgenorth^^ he isaid^ '^ I 
neither dispute your authcHity, nor this gentk* 
man^s warrant-— —*'** 

<'Youdonot?^&aidTopham. << O ho, master 
youngster, I thought we shdbld bring you to your 
senses presently T 

'< TheD, if you so will it, Mastor Tophani>" 
said Bridgenortb, *< thus it shall be* You shall 
set out with early day, taking with you, towards 
London, the persons of Sir Gec^rey and Lady 
Peveril ; and that they may travel aocxirding to 
their quality, you will albwthem their ooach, suf* 
ficiently guarded.^ 

'* I will travel with them myself,^ said Top- 
ham ; ** for these rough Derbyshire roads are no 
easy riding ; and my very eyes are Weary with 
looking on these bleak hills. Li tfie coach I can 
sleep as sound as if I ware in the house^ and Mas*i 
ler Bodderbrains on his legs.^ 

** It will become you so to take your ease, 
Master Topham,^ answered Bridgenorth. '' For 
this youth, I will take him under my charge, and 
bring him up myself.^^ 
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- ^^ I may not be ansirellrable for tfaat, worthy 
Mafiter Sridgendrth^ since he cornea witbia the 
:virarraDt of the House.^ 

^^ Nay, but,*^ said Bridgeoorth, ^' be is only 
jouder ci^stody foj an assault, with the purpose 
of a rescue; and I counsel you against meddling 
with him, uiUess.you have stronger guard. Sir 
Gc^yffrey is now old and broken^ but this young 
fellow is in the flower of his youth, and hath at 
his beck all the d^baiiched young Cavaliers of Ac 
ndghbourhood— -You will scarce cross the couim* 
try without a rescue.*^ 

Topham eyed Julian wbtfully, as a spider may 
be supposed to look upon a stray wasp which has 
got into bis web, and wiiich he lonj;s to secure^ 
though he fears the consequences of attem|)ting 
him. 

Julian himself replied, <^ I know not if this 
separation be well or ill meant on youkr p4rt, 
Master Bridgenorth ; but on mine j I am only de- 
sirous to share the fate of my parents ; and ther^ 
fore I will ^ve my word of honour to attempt 
neither r^ue nor escape, on condition you do 
not. separate me from them*"^ 
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Do not ny so^ Jufiao^^ md hU modier; 
«< abide with Master iftidgeiKHrtli— ^my mind telk 
me he cannot mean so ill by us as his rough con* 
duct would now l^ad us to infor.'" 

<< And I,"" said Sir Geoffrey, ^< know, that be* 
tween the doors of my father'^s house and the 
gates of hell, there steps not such a villain on 
the ground ! And if I wish my hands ever to be 
unbound again, it is because I hope for one down* 
right blow at a grey head, that has hatched more 
treason than the whole Long Parliament^ 

*' Away with thee,^ said the zealous oflSoer ; 
^ is Parliament a word fmr so foul a mouth as 
thine ? — Gentlemen,^ he added, turning to Eve- 
rett and Dangerfield, ^< you will bear witness to 
this^'* 

*< To his having reviled the House of Com- 
mons — ^by 6-^, that t will !^ said Dangerfidkl ; 
^* I will tajke it on my damnation.^ 

*' And verily,^ said Everett, ^' as he spoke of 
Parliament generally, he hath contemned the 
House of Lords also.^ 

^^ Why, ye poor insignificant wvetches,^ said 
Sir Geoffrey, *< whose very life is a he— and 
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whose bread is perjury— would you pervert my 
innocent words almost as soon as they have quit- 
ted my lips ? I tell you the country is well weary 
<^ jou ; and should Englishmen come to their 
senses, the jail, the pillory, the whipping-postj 
and the gibbet, will be too good preferment for 
such base bloodsuckers^ And now, Master Bridge- 
nerth, you and they may do your worst ; for I 
will not open my mouth to utter a mngle word 
while I am in the company of such knaves.^ 

"Perhaps, Sir Geoffrey,^ answered Bridge- 
BCMEtb, ** you would better have consulted your 
own safety in adc^ting that resolution a little 
sooner — the tongue is a little member, but it 
causes much strife. — You, Master Julian, will 
please to follow me, and without remonstrance or 
resistance, for you must be aware that I have the 
miaans of compelling.'^ 

Julian was, indeed, but too sensible that he 
had no other course but that of submission to 
superior force ; but ere he left the apartment, he 
kneeled down to receive his father^s blessing, 
which the old man bestowed not without a tear 
in his eye, and in the emphatic words, ^* God 

18 
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\Amm thee^ my bogr ; and ke^ thee good Aid true 
to Church and King, whatever wind shpdl hnag 
Ibul weather.^ 

' HU mother was only able to pass her hand 
over his head> and to impkve him, in a low tone 
of vcMce, not to be rash or violent in anytitlenipt 
to render them assistance, << We art innocent^ 
she said, ^^ my son-*-we ave innooent^«*aiid w^ 
are in God^s hands,. : Be the thou^t oin: best 
comfort and proteetion.^ 

Bridg^iorth now signed to JiiUan to fi^ow 
him, whidi be £d, aonimpanied, or rather ooi»- 
ducted, by the two guards who had first disarm^ 
ed him. When they had passed from the aparti- 
ment, and were at the door of the outward hail^ 
Bridgenorth asked Julian whether he would Gon^ 
mder himself as under parole; in which case, he 
sud, he would dispense With all other security 
but his own promise* 

Peyeril, who could not help hqping somewhat 
from the favourable and unresentf ul manner in 
.which he was treated by one whose life he bad 
so recently attempted, refdied, without heutatiim, 
that he would give his parole f(«r twenty-four 
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hours, neither to attempt to escape by force nor 
by flight 

'^ It is wisely said,^ replied BridgencM*th ; << for 
though you might cause bloodshed, be assured 
that your utmost efforts could do no service to 
your parents. — ^Horses there— horses to the court- 
yard r 

The trampling of the horses was soon heard ; 
and in obedience to Bridgenorth^s signal, and in 
compliance with his promise, Julian mounted 
one which was presented to him, and prqiared to 
leave the house of his fathers, in which his parents 
were now prisoners, and to go, he knew not whi- 
ther, under the custody of one known to be the 
ancient enemy of his race. He was rather sur* 
prised at observing, that Bndgenorth and he were 
about to travel without any other attendants. 

When they- were mounted, and as they rode 
slowly towards the outer-gate of the court-yard, 
Bridgenorth said to him, '* It is not every one 
who would thus unreservedly commit his safety, 
by travelling at night, and unaided, with the hot- 
brained youth who so lately attempted his life.^ 

10 
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** Master Bridgenortb,^ said Julian, <* I might 
tell you truly, that I knew you not at the time when 
I directed my weapon against you ; but I must 
also add, that the cause in which I used it, might 
have rendered me, even had I known you, a slight 
respecter of your person. At present, I do know 
you ; and have neither malice against your per- 
son, nor the liberty of a parent to fight for. Be- 
sides, you have my word ; aad when was a Peveril 
known to break it ?^ 

*' Ay," replied his companion, ** a Peveril — a 
Fcveril of the Peak ! — a name which has long 
sounded like a war-trumpet in the land; but which 
has now perhaps sounded its last loud note. Look 
back, young man, on the darksome turrets of your 
father'^s house, which uplift themselves as proud- 
ly on the brow of the bill, as their owners raised 
themselves i^ove the sons of their people. Think 
upon your father, a captive — yourself, in some 
sort, a fugitive— your light quenched — ^your glory 
abased— yoixr estate wrecked and impoverished. 
Think that Providence has subjected the desti- 
nies of the race of Peveril to one, whom, in their 



1»EVE1WL OF THE PEAK. 317 

aristocratic pride, they hekl as a plebeian upstart* 
Think of this ; and when you again boast of your, 
ancestry, remember, that he who rsuseth the low* 
ly can also abase the high in heart.^ 

Julian^ did indeed gaze for aor instant, with a. 
swelling heart, upon the dimly-seen turrets of his 
paternal mansion, on which poured the moon- 
light, mixed with'Iong shadows of the towers and 
trees. But while he sadly acknowledged the truth 
of Bridgenorth*s observation, be felt indignant at 
his ill-timed triumph, " If fortune had foUpwed 
worth,^ he said, ^^ the Castle of Martindale, and 
the name of Peveril, had afforded no room £dp 
their enemy^s vain glorious boast. But those who 
have stood high on Fortune^s wheel, must abide 
by the consequence of its-revolutions. Thus much 
I will at least say for my father^s house, that it 
has not stood unhonoured ; nor will it fall — ^if it 
is to fall — ^unlamented. Forbear, then, if you are 
indeed the Christian you call yourself, to exult in 
the misfortunes of others, or to confide in your 
own prosperity. If the light of our House be 
now quenched, God can rekindle it in his own 
good time,^ 
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Peyail broke off in extreme smpriae ; for as he~ 
^ke the last words, the bright red beams of the 
family beacon began again to glimmer from ita 
wonted watch-tower, chequering the pale moon- 
beam with a ruddier glow. Bridgenorth also 
gazed on this unexpected illuminftdon with sur- 
prise, and not, as it seemed, without disquietude. 
<' Young man,^ he resumed, *< it can scarody be 
but what Heaven intends to work great things 
1^ your hand, so angularly has that augury fcd- 
lowed on your words.^ 

' So saying, he put his horse once more into mo- 
tion ; and looking back, from time to time, as if 
to assure himself that the beacon of the Castle 
was actually rekindled, he led the way through 
the well-known paths and alleys, to his own 
house oi Moultrassie, followed by Peveril, who, 
aldiough sensible that the Ugbt might be alto- 
gether accidental, could not but receive bb a good 
6men an event so intimately connected with the 
traditions and usages of his family. 

They alighted at the hall-door j which was has- 
tily opened by a female ; and while the deep tone 
of Bridgenorth called on the gnxmi to take their 
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horses, the well-known voice of his daughter 
Alice was heard to exclaim in thanksgiving to 
God, who had restored her father in safety. 
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